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To the Right Honourable 


CHARLES TOWNSEND, Eiq; 


SIR, 
AST year you indulged me 
with an opportunity of com- 
municating to you, fome anecdotes 
(little known) relative to the Mogul 
Empire, and the ftate of our Ea/- 
India trade ;——in the courfe of that 
conference, you manifefted to me 
fuch profound penetration, and fuch 
a ready comprehenfion of thefe fub- 
jects, that I could not refift cherifh- 
ing a defire, to fubmit to the pub- 
lic my future labours on thefe inter- 
efting matters, under the aufpices of 
your 


DEDICATION. 


your name. I lately intimated that 
wifh and intention, when you moft 
obligingly and politely favored me, 
with your permiflion to dedicate to 
you shis Firf Part of a Work, 
which at prefent employs my leifure 
hours: I now avail myfelf of the 
licence you have honoured me with ; 
and beg leave to fub{cribe naySlf, 
with true refpedt, 


SIR, 
Your moft obliged 
and moft obedient 
humble fervant, 


Manm Feliz in Surry, 
Augot 31%, 1765. 


J. Z HOLWELL. 


TO THE 


PU BL iI C. 


PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


HEN a man, excited by an irrefift- 

able and laudable impulfe for the 
good of his country, jirft /peaks before an 
Auguft Affembly ; he feels a certain kind of 
dread, awe, and trepidation, which he finds 
himfelf unable immediately to conquer ; ef- 
pecially if he has not been much ufed to fpeak 
in public, or perchance pofleffes fome fhare 
of modefty in his compofition. Thus, I 
conceive, it fares with every confiderate 
author, on his firft appearance before that 
Auguft Affembly rue PUBLIC. 





In this plight I felt myfelf in the year 
1758, when I exhibited to you a fcene of 
B un- 
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unparalleled horror and diftrefs, which I 
judged not unworthy a place in our annals ; 
juftice, and the neceffity of the times, 
lately urged my fecond appearance, and ob- 
liged me to draw my pen in defence of in- 
jured worth and character: but now, by ufe 
and indulgence grown bolder, (a very com- 
mon cafe) I prefent myfelf before you of 
my own voluntary choice. 





Independency, and a pleafing retirement, 
however delectable in themfelves, have yet 
their feafons of vacancy and Jeifure, that 
may want filling up. And happy! onght 
that mdn to efteem himfelf, who can em- 
ploy thofe vords and d/anks in time to the 
emolument, or even literary amufement of 
mankind. 





Such is my fituation, and fuch are my 
motives, for taking up the pen again ; mo- 
tives, fo laudable in themfelves, will, I truft, 
engage the candor and indulgence of my 
readers for any defects in the following per- 
formance. 


The Eaft-Indies, and particularly Bengal/, 
are now become fo important an object and 
concern to Great-Britain, that every eluci- 
dation thereof, muft, I think, be acceptable, 
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that is founded on faéis, juft obfervations, 
and faithful recitals. 


_ Through a courfe of thirty years refi- 
dence in Bengal], my \cifure hours were em- 
ployed in collecting materials relative to the 
tranfactions, revolutions and occurrences of 
that invaluable country; and the religious 
tenets of its inhabitants, natives of Indoftan ; 
which I,flattered myfclf, when reduced to 
form and order, might prove worthy your 
attention. 


It is. well known that at the capture of 
Calcutta, A.D. 1756, I loft many curious 
Gentoo manufcripts, and among them two 
very correct and valuable copies of the Gen- 
too Shaftab, ‘They were procured by me 
with fo much trouble and expence, that even 
the commiflioners of reftitution, though 
not at all difpofed to favour me, allowed 
me two thoufand Madras rupecs in recom- 
pence for this particular lofs; but the moft 
irreparable damage I fuffered under this head 
of grievances, was a tranflation I made of 
a confiderable part of the Shafiab, which 
had coft me eighteen months hard labour : 
as that work opened upon me, I diftinGly 
faw, that the Mythcly, as well as the Co/- 
mogony of the Egypitans, Greeks and Ro- 
mans, were borrowed from the do@trines of 
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the Bramins, contained in this book; even 
to the copying their exteriors of worthip, 
and the diftribution of their idols, though 
grofsly mutilated and adulterated. But more 
of this in the courfe of my prefent work. 


I fhould in the compafs of one year more, 
with the clofe application, I intended be- 
flowing on it, have accomplifhed a com- 
nletc tranflation of the whole Shafab; that 
would, I flattered myfelf, have been a valu- 
able acquifition to the learned world ; had 
not the fatal cataftrophe of fifty-fix put 
it totally out cf my powcr ever to atterfipt 
It again. 


Fiom that change in our affairs abroad, 
a new chain of purfuits engrofied my time 
and attention ; fo that I could no longer 
devote either, to the ftudics I had before fo 
much at heart however, during the laft: 
eight months of my refidence in Bengall, 
being freed from the plagues of govern- 
ment, (thanks to my very honourable maf- 
ters for it) I reaflumed my refearches with 
tolerable fuccefs ; which, joined to fome 
manufcripts recevered by an unforefeen and 
ex raordinary event (that pofflibly I may here- 
after recite) enables me to undertake the tafk 
J now affign mydfelf. 
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It is true I intended a much nobler enter- 
tainment for my readers ; but as that is now 
irrecoverably beyond my reach, without 
once more doubling the Cape of Good Hcpe, 
(to which I feel not the leaft inclination) 
we mutt content ourfelves with the homely 
fare we have before us, ranged in the beft 
manner our ftraitened circumftances will 
admit of as it is effentially nvcefiarv at 
this intesefting period, that we fhou.d be 
able to form fome clearer ideas of a people, 
with whom we have had fuch important 


tranfactions; and of whom fo little is truely 
knéwu.* 





Having ftudioufly peruafed all that has 
been written of the empire of Jndoffan, 
both as to its ancient, as well as more mo- 
dern ftate; as alfo the various accounts 
tranfmitted to us, by authors in almoft all 
ages (from Arrian, down to the 4dbéd de 
Guyon) concerning the Hindoos, and the re- 
ligious tenets of the Bramins, I ventute to 
pronounce them all very defeCtive, falla- 
cious, and unfatisfactory to an inquifitive 
fearcher after truth ; and only tendinz to 
Convey a very imperfect and injurious refem- 


* Here I would be underftood to mean the Gentoos 
only, now labouring under Aehometan tyranny, but 
fated, I hope, foon to feel the bleffinzs of a mild Bri- 
ti/b government. : 
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blance of a people, who from the earlieft 
times have been an ornament to the crea- 
tion—if fo much can with propriety be faid 
of any known people upon earth. 


All the modcrn writers reprefent the 
Hindoos as a race of ftupid and grofs Idola- 
ters: from the ancients indeed thefe people 
met with better treatment; although they 
too, as well as the others, were equally ig- 
norant in the fubjects they treated of. 


The modern authors who have wrote, on 
the principles and worthip of the Hindoos, 
are chiefly of the Roms/ communion ; there- 
fore we need wonder the lefs that they 
(from a fuperftitious zeal infeparable from 
that communion) fhould depreciate and 
traduce the mythology of the venerable 
ancient Bramins, on fo flender a founda- 
tion as a few infignificant literal tranflations 
of the Viedam; and thefe, not made from 
the book itfelf, but from unconnected {craps 
and bits, picked up here and there by hear- 
fay from Hindeos, probably as ignorant as 
theinfelves. 


From fuch weak grounds and evidence 
as this, and by the help of a few exhibi- 
tions of the /eemingly monttrous idols of the 
Hindoos, the P.ptfe authors hefitate not to 
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ftigmatize thofe moft venerable fages the 
Bramins, as having inftituted doétrines and 
worfhip, which if believed, would reduce 
them below the level of the brute creation ; 
as every reader muft have obferved, who has 
miffpent his time in the perufal of them. In 
the way of their proper calling and func- 
tion, they were however right; as having 
been appointed to propagate their own fyftem 
of theology abroad; though ftrictly {peak- 
ing, their own tenets were more idolatrous 
than the fyftem they travelled fo far to ftig- 
matize. On this miftaken method and falfe 
zeal of propagating any faith at any rate, I 
beg to be indulged in making the following 
general reflections, which naturally arife from 
the fubject before us. 


In the firft place, I obferve, ignorance, 
fuperftition and partiality to ourfelves, are 
too commonly the caufe of prefumption and 
contempt of others. Secondly, That thofe 
whofe knowledge of ftates and kingdoms 
extends no further than the limits of their 
native land, often imagine all, beyond it, 
{carce worth their thoughts ; or at leaft great- 
ly inferior in comparifon with their own; a 
conclufion natural, though abfurd Third- 
ly, If from clime and country, we proceed 
to individuals; we fhall fee the fame uh- 
warrantable prepoffeffion, and preference to 
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felf take place; and proceeding {till further 
in our refletions, we may obferve, the fame 
confined way of thinking and judging, 
leads the multitude (and I with I could fa 
the multitude only) of every nation an 
fect, to arraign and have in utter detefta- 
tion and contempt, the religious principles 
and worfhip of all that happen to be out 


of the pale of their own church,-or mode 
of faith. 


That every nation and /eé# fhould have a 
high and even fuperior opinion of the reli~ 
gious principles, under which they wére 
born and educated, is extremely natural and 
juft; provided they do not, from an intem- 
perate zeal of religious vanity (now fo much 
the fafhion) prefume to condemn, depre- 
ciate or invade the religious principles of 
others—this condemning fpirit can proceed 
only from one of the three following 
caufes; a defect in underftanding ; a want 
of knowledge of the world (in men and 
things ;) or a bad (and reftlefs) heart. The 
falvation of mankind, fo much pretended, 
has no place in the wifhes or labours of thefe 
zealots; or they would not go about feck- 
ing whom they can confound in fpirit, de- 
ftroying the peace and tranquillity of their 
peor fellow chriftians, 


Men 
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Men who have been converfafit - with fo- 
reign countries, and made proper and benevo- 
Jent remarks on the manners and principles 
of their inhabitants ; will not defpife or con- 
demn the different ways by which they ap-~ 
proach the Derty; but revere it ftill asa di- 
vine worfhip, though they may pioufly la- 
ment it deviates fo much from their own. 


To refcue diftant nations from the grofs 
conceptions entertained of them by the mul- 
titude, of all other periuafions, 1s the true 
bufinefs and indi{penfable duty of a Trave/- 
deP, or elfe his travels and remarks, can 
only amufe his readers, without conveying 
to them any ufeful inftruction or folid {atis- 
faction. 


A mere defcription of the exterior man- 
ners and religion of a people, will no more 
give us a true idea of them; than a geogra- 
phical defcription of a country can convey 
a juft conception of their laws and govern- 
ment. The traveller muft fink deeper in his 
refearches, would he feaft the mind of an 
underftanding reader.——-—His telling us fuch 
and fuch a people, in the Haf or Wefi-Indies, 
worfhip this ftock or that ftone, or mon- 
ftrous idol; only ferves to reduce in our 
efteem, our fellow creatures, to the moft 
abjeCt and defpicable point of light. Where- 
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as, was he {killed in the language of the 
people he defcribes, fufficiently to trace the 
etymology of their words and phrafes, and 
capable of diving into the myfteries of their 
theology ; he would probably be able to 
evince to us, that fuch feemingly prepofterous 
worthip, had the moft fublime rational fource 
and foundation. 


The traveller, who without thefe effen- 
tial requifites, (as well as induftry and a 
clear underftanding) pretends to defcribe and 
fix the religious tenets of any nation what- 
ever, difhoneftly impofes his own reveries on 
the world ; and does the greateft injury and 
violence to letters, and the caufe of huma- 
nity—How far the productions of moft tra- 
vellers may juftly fall under this cenfure, I 
fubmit to thé public. 


To the want of this attention and capa- 
city in the traveller, we may afcribe in a 
great meafure, the defpicable, and I dare 
jay unworthy notion, we too aptly enter- 
tain of moft nations very remote from us ; 
whereas were we better informed, we fhould 
find our minds opened ; our underftandings 
enlarged; and ourlelves infpired with that 
benevolence for our fpecies ; without which, 
the human form becomes rather a difgrace 
than ornament. mS 
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I am forry to fay, that in general the ac- 
counts publifhed of the manners and reli- 
gious principles of the Eaf and Weft-Indies, 
loa been in the light and fuperficial way 
before objected to: but as my knowledge 
extends only to the former, I fhall confine 
my remarks to them ; and endeavor to ex- 
tricate them in fome degree from the grofs 
abfurdities we have conceived of them: con- 
feffing myfelf amazed that we fhould fo 
readily believe the people of Indoffan a race 
of ftupid Idolaters ; when, to our coft, in a 
political and commercial view, we have 
found them fuperior to us. 


Having tranfiently mentioned the Vie- 
dam and Shaftah (the Gentoosferiptures) it 
is neceffary, I fhould inform you The 
book firft named, is followed by the Gentoos 
of the Mallabar and Cormandel coafts: and 
alfo by thofe of the Ifland of Ceylon.—The 
Shaffab is followed by the Genfoos of the 
provinces of Bengall; and by all the Gen- 
toos of the reft of India, commonly called 
India proper; that is to fay—the greateft 
part of Oriffa, Bengall proper, Babar, Ba- 
naras, Oud, Eleabas, Agra, Delby, &c. all 
along the courfe of the rivers Ganges, and 
‘fumna, tothe Indus. 





Both 
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Both thefe books contain the inftitutes 
of their refpective religion and worfhip; 
often couched under allegory and fable; as 
well as the hiftory of their ancient Rajahs 
and Princes—their antiquity is contended for 
by the partifans of each—but the fimilitude 
of their zam’s, idcls, and great part of their 
worfhip, leaves little room to doubt, nay 
plainly evinces, that both th: fe fcriptures 
were originally one. And ir we compare 
the ercat purity and chafte manners of the 
Sh.fiab, with the great abfurditfes and im- 
purities of the Viedam ; we nced not hefitate 
to pronounce, the /at/er a corruption of the 
former All that I nced add here, is, that 
my remarks follow the Shafab only. 








Tafte, in reading, differs as much as in 
the choice of viands. What proves a delici- 
ous morfei to one, is difguftful to another. 
I was never invited to a feaft in my life, 
that I did not regret the abfence of a bill 
of fare :—Therefore to fave you from the 
fame regret, 1 here prefent you with a lift 
of what is provided for your entertainment 
in the following Sheets, in eight courfes ; fo 
that if your ftomach does not ftimulate you 
to tafte the whole; you will be enabled to 
fall to, on that dith, which may beft fuit 
your appetite. 


I. Under 
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1. Under the Firft general head is con- 
tained—A fhort hiftory of the fucceffion to 
the empire of Indoffan, from Aurenge Zebe 
to Mahomet Shaw. This fubject has been 
already touched upon by my ingenious friend 
Mr. ‘fames Frafer; but being foreign to 
his more immediate concern (the invafion of 
Nadir Shaw) he has touched it fo flightly, as 
to convey a very imperfea& idea of the cir- 
cumftances atte.ding the many aflonithing 
changes that happened in this fhort and me- 
morable period. Thefe particulars I was fa- 
vored with at Patna, .4. D. 1733, by a fen- 
fible Armenian, who refided alternately at 
Agraand Delby, in a civil poft of fome truft, 
under the Emperors ; curing the courfe of 
thefe tranfactions. 





Il. Tranfactions in the fubahdaary of 
Bengall; from the pet:iod that Fafier Khan 
ruled thefe provinces, to the ufurpation cf 
the gov.rnment by As:verd: Khan; with the 
extraordinary circumftances attending the rife 
of this laft mentioned Scubab, and his bro- 
ther Hodjee Hamet*. 


W.A 


* The world has been already treated with this 
part of my fubject, by a gentleman in his lucubra- 
tions, printed in Edinburgh 1761, under the title of 
66 Reflections on the government of Indoftan, and a fhirt 
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TI. A fummary account of the provinees 
of Bengall, (properly fo called :) it’s princi- 
pal towns; their bearings and diftance from 
each other, and from Calcutta; with an efti- 
mate of their revenues ; and a feafonable and 


perfuafive hint to the gentlemen in the Ea/- 
India direction. 


& fhetch of the biflory of Bengall, from the year 1739s 
“© 701756.” This little piece fell into my hands, about 
a year and ahalf after it was printed. ——On perufing 
it, I could not avoid being furprized at finding The 
Author's ** Shoit fketch, &c.” was taken from part of 
the Manuferipts herein before-mentioned, and makes 
from page 33 to 50, of his fecond epiftle——Thefe 
Manufcripts were penned by me in the year 1750, in 
my paflape to Europe, from materials colle&ed abroad. 
I communicated them, during my fhort flay in Z£ng- 
land, to my friends, Sir William Baker, Mr. Mabbot, 
Mr. R. Drake, Mr. Davis and Do&or Campbell. —— 
The orginal was loft at the capture of Calcutta, but 
after my fecond return in 1757, I learnt, a copy had 
been taken of it without my knowledge, by a gentle- 
man to whom I lent it abroad—from this copy I was 
permitted to take another. How the /uthor of the Re- 
flections came by it, he beft knows——He honours me 
in tranfcribing from it, but he would have honoured him- 
felf more, had he acknowledged from whence he took 
it; and had not taken fuch fruitlefs pains to difguife 
his ( yet obvious) plagiarifm ; by mangling, maiming 
and curtailing my fubjects in the mannerI conceive he 
has done. 
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IV. A fummary view of the fundamen- 
fal, religious tenets of the Gentoos, follow- 
ers of the Sha/tab. 


V.A fhort account, from the Safah, of 
the creation of the worlds, or univerfe. 


VI. The Gentoo manner of computing 
time ; and their conceptions touching the 
age of the worlds; and the period of their 
diffolution. 


_ VII. An account and explanation of the 
Gentoo fafts and feftivals; with a repre- 
fentation of their grand feaft of the Drzu- 
gab: comprifing a view of their principal 
idols, and the genealogy of their /udordi- 
nate deities. If the fafts and feftivals 
of any nation are once clearly underftood ; 
there wants little more to convey to us a 
diftin& idea of their religious principles ; 
the one, being the only true criterion of the 
other. 





VIII. A differtation on the Gentoo doc- 
trine of the metempfycofs ; improperly called 
Pythagorean, by all who have wrote on this 
{ubject, hitherto fo little underftood. 


Having 
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Waving thus fet forth my real motives for 
taking up the pen again, and opened the 
plan of my intended work ; I thall here clofe 
this preliminary difcourfe: the favorable ac- 
ceptance of my labors, by the candid public, 
is all the recompence hoped, or wifhed for, 
by their 


Obedient humble fervant, 


J. Z. HOLWELL. 


CHAP. 


(17) 


CHAP. LI 


The fucccfion of the Mocull Empercrs fron 
Auring Zebe. 


HOEVER has attentively perufed 
the hiftorics of the rife of flates and 
kinedoms, muft have made this melancholy 
che aa ; that the approaches to ufurped 
oyalty, dominion and power, ate gene- 
a founded, in the firft inflance, on the 
fubduclion of every virtue from the human 
breaft; as, the-ficred tyes of jute, natu- 
ral affection, gratitude and ¢rue benevolence. 
A few exceptions may pefibly fubfitt in the 
courfe of many thoufand years, azainft our 
conclufion; but they are fo very few, thet 
we think they cannot in the Icaft invalica‘e 
our general affeition. 


The glittcring prefpe&s of a crown, fo 
dazzle and dim the eye of cool reflection 
and reafon, that it becomes dhnd to every 
other confideration of humanity. 


C Am- 
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Ambition, or a reftiefs thirft after power 
and dominion, has ever been the dane of the 
eivil rights and liberties of mankind; and. 
feems to be a paffion implanted in the original 
nature and conftruéction of man :—if other- 
wife, his conduct is wholly unaccountable : 
for we {ee that every individual of the {pecies, 
in every rank and degree, is grafping and la~- 
bouring to poffefs that which every indi- 
vidual is fo materially concerned to pre- 
vent ; neither of them adverting to this in- 
variable truth: That fe who invades the 
liberty, rights and property of another, 
gives, at the fame time, a leffon and juft 
caufe for difpoffeffing brm/elf. Why this 
eternal warfare and contention for dominion 
between man and man, collectively or f{e- 
parately, (from his creation to this hour) 
was originally implanted in him, we may, 
in a future differtation, attempt to folve: 
here we will only lament, that fo it unde- 
niably is. 





The miferable effects of this fatal paffion 
for rule, is no where more ftrongly exem- 
plify’d, than in the fhort recital we are 
going to make of the fucceffors of Auring 
Zebe to the throne of Indoffan; to which 
he himfelf did not arrive without wading 
through «a fea of blood, and a continued 
chain of almoft unparallel’d religious fraud, 

5 per- 
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ad dnd cruelty: leaving on record a 
agrant proof, That no tyes, however fa- 
cred, can refift, or come in competition 
with, the charms of royalty. His bloody 
example was very exactly copied by his de- 
icendants, 


Auring Zebe deceafing the atft of Fe- 
bruary 1707, was fucceded in the throne 
by his fecond fon Mahommed Mauzm ; for, 
notwithftanding the pofitive injunction in 
Auring Zebe's laft Will, in favour of his 
fon Mabommed Azen Shaw, Mabommed 
Mauzm adopting the fuccefsful example of 


inna 
1707e 


his father, difputed the crown with hissing 
elder brother; who, in battle near Agra, 2 


was defeated and killed. Malommed Mauzm 
was immediately proclaimed Emperor, and 
affumed (amongft other titles mentioned by 
Mr. Frafer) the title of Shaw Allum, King 
of the World. 1 have, in my collection, two 
gold Mohurs ftruck in this Emperor’s Reign, 
Anno 1709, and 1711; on the fir is im- 
prefled Shaw Allum; on the other, Babadr 
Shaw, The Valiant King; which title he was, 
latterly, fondeft of. 


His reign, though extended to the term 
of fix years, was unhappy and turbulent. 
The fortune of war gave him the fucceffion 
to his father’s dominions; but he fucceeded 
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not to his capacity and fame: perplexed 


Shaw Ale : ¢ 0 ° 
en” @with the reftlefs ambition of his four fons 


Janno 
1713. 


- 


Aas 
17 14. 


who in his life time fhewed themfelves com- 
petitors for his crown, he died of difcontent 
and grief, Anno 1713. 


Their names were, Mauz O'din, Mabom- 
med Azim, Raffeeil al Kaddr, and Khojtfta 
Akhter: they had been fome years Gover- 
nors of diftinét provinces, and were each, 
at the death of their father, at the head of 
a puiffant army to fupport their feveral pre- 
tenfions to the throne. 


Mabommed Azim, being fuperior in force, 
wealth, and reputation, to the other three 
brothers; they joined in league againft him; 
taking the moft folemn oath on Kboran, to 
be faithful to each other, and to fubmit to 
an equal partition of the Empire, in thirds, 
as foon as they fhould defeat and fucceed 
againft their brother. 


In confequence of this compaét, the three 
brothers united their refpective armies ; and 
a general battle enfued ; in the firft heat of 
which, Makommed Azim was killed by the 
fhot of an arrow, as he was gallantly charg- 
ing, on his elephant, the center of his bro- 
thers army; which he was informed was 

com- 
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commanded, in perfon, by his eldeft bro- 
ther Mauz O'din. 


The treafures of Mabommed Azim, by 
the dexterity of Zulfecar Khan, an Omrah 
in the intereft or Mauz O’din, fell into the 
hands of the latter; with which having 
privately bought over moft of the troops of 
his two remaining brothers, he attacked 
them on the field of battle, in violation of 
his folemn oath, 


The brothers being no ways prepared for 
this fudden, unfufpected and perfidious 
{ftroke; were capable of making but {mall 
refiftance: the elder of the two, Rafeeil al 
Kaddr, was piefently killed ; and, what is 
worthy remark, fell upon the body of his 
brother Mahommed Azim. Khojifta Akbrer, 
the youngeft of the four, collecting fome few 
of his own and Raffeei! al Kaddr’s troops, 
fled towards the province of Deccan, his 
government; but being purfued and attacked 
by Mauz O’din, fhared the fame fate with 
his brothers, 


Thus Mauz O’din became, like his father 
and grandfather, pofiefled of the throne of 
Indoftan, by the perfidious deftruction of 
his brothers ; one circumftance however 
might be pleaded in behalf of Mauz O'd:n, 
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which neither of the other two could lay 
any claim to,—for he was the legal heir to 
the crowny: but it may alfo juftly be faid, 
that he had waved and given up his legal 
right, when he entered’ into the voluntary 
compact with his brethren. He was pro- 
‘claimed Emperor by the ftile and title of 
Mauz O'din “febandar Shaw, The King who 
pofffes the World; and appointed Zulfecar 
Khan his Vizir. 


Btaw 7- “Febandar was a weak Prince; and very 
bariars {oon after he thought himéelf in fecure pof- 
i715. feffion of the throne, he funk and loft him- 
felf in the luxuries and debaucheries of the 
Seraglio; fo wholly devoting his hours to a 

famed courtefan called Lol Koar, (better 
known in Indcflan by the name of Loll 
Aooree) that he neglected every duty which 

ought to diftinguith the Man, and the King. 


This courtefan was of exquifite beauty, 
and highly excelled as a dancer and finger, 
in which profeffion fhe was originally bred ; 
befides thefe qualifications, it is faid, her 
converfation was engaging and bewitching. 
The Monarch, intoxicated with her allure- 
mets, had no will but hers; by her in- 
fluence the filled all places of the highef 
truft and honour, with her bafe relations, 
This infatuated conduct, brought the Em- 


peror 
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peror and Empire into the loweft con- 
tempt ; and gave univerfal difguft to all the 
Omrahs and great officers of the kingdom ; 
who one by one, under various pretexts, 
withdrew themfelves from court; and me- 
ditated a favourable conjunCture todepofe their 
fovereign. 


Amongft the difeffected, were two Gene- 
tals and Omrahs of the court, of diftinguith- 
ed character and authority; named Hijfan 
Aly Khan; and Abdallab Khan; brothers of 
the tribe of the Seyds, for whom Mahome- 
tans bear a religious veneration. Thefe, in 
concert with others of the Omrahs, deter- 
mined to raife Mabommed Furrukhsir to the 
throne ; and fuddenly, at the head of a 
choice body of troops, retired towards Ben- 
gall, where Furrukbsir then refided. 


This young Prince was the fon of Ma- 
bommed Azim, already mentioned, and ne- 
phew to the Emperor ; he had refided fome 
years at Dacca, (then the metropolis of 
Bengal) by the appointment of his grand- 
father Shaw Allum, where he was fo much 
beloved, that the inhabitants of that city, 
to this day, in their common fongs lament 
his fate, with tears; and celebrate his me- 
mory. 
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When Furrukbsir firft received advice of 
“Shaw Allum’s death, and the fatal cata- 
ftrophe of his father and uncles; he with- 
drew from Dacca; knowing his uncle, ‘fe- 
handar, would never think himfelf fecure 
on the throne, whilft fo near a pretender to 
it was in being. Much perplexed, and ir- 
refolute what courfe to take, as he was at 
the head of an inconfiderable, but faithful 
body of horfe, retiring out of the province, 
he was met by exprefs meflengers from the 
sevolters ; urging his immediate advance to 
Patna in the province of Babaar ; where on 
h‘s arrival he was received by Scyd Hoffan 
1'y Khan, Seyd Abdallab Khan, and other 
principal Omrahs and Officers; who in- 


ftantly proclaimed him Emperor of In- 
a-fiun. 


On the firft news of this revolt and com- 
petitor, the court was ftruck with a panick ; 
but the Emperor, buried in the embraces 
of his beloved Lol/ Kooree, treated it as an 
impotent attempt hardly worth his notice ; 
contenting himfelf with fending his fon Eas 
“O’din, at the head of 15,000 horfe, to fup- 
prefs him ; with orders to bring the traitor’s 
head. 


-. Exprefs after exprefs arriving with in- 
felligence that Furrukbsir’s party gained 
ftrength 
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ftrength every hour ; and that he was in full 
march towards gra; the Emperor re-in- 
forced his fon with a large body of troops, 
under the joint command of his Vizir ZuJ- 
JSecar Kban, and his favourite Goku/das Khan ; 
between whom there fubfifted much private 
jealoufy and enmity. 


Furrukbsir had by this time drawn to- 
gether a refpectable army; and thought 
himfelf ftrong enough to quit Patna : which 
he accordingly did, and by forced marches 
advanced as far as Chivalram in the pro- 
vince of Eleabas, where he was met by Eas 
O’din, at the head of his 15000 horfe. 
This young Prince, after, a fhort conteft, 
perceiving the fuperiority of the enemy’s 
forces; thought it advifeable to retreat to- 
wards “Agra, which he did in good order ; 
and in a few days was joined near Agra by 
the troops, fent by the Emperor under the 
command of the Vizir and Gokuldas Khan, 
to reinforce them: here it was refolved to 
wait the approach of the enemy, for which 
they did not wait long; and a general battle 
quickly enfued. 


The Emperor’s forces, by the advice of 
Zulfecar Khan, were formed into three di- 
yifions. The center was commanded by 

, Eas 
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Eas O'din; the right by Gokuldas Khan ; and 
the left by Zulfecar Khan. 


Furrukbsir obferved the like divifion of 
his forces. He gave the command of his 
center to Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan; the right 
to Scyd Abdallah Khan; and led on the 
left himfelf; preferring this, as the poft 
of the greateft honor; becaufe it was the 
pott of greateft danger, as being oppofed 
to Gokuldas Kban; who commanded the 
right divifion of the Emperor's forces; and 
was juftly efteemed the moft confummate 
general and intrepid foldier in the Em- 


pire. 


Mr. Frafer in his fhort narrative inti- 
mates, that the Emperor was in‘perfon in 
this engagement; but herein his intelligence 
deceived him: for it is a known fact, that 
he was never roufed fo far from the lethar- 
gic pleafures he was immerfed in, as once 
to quit the Seraglio; and indeed the flat- 
tering informations that were hourly con- 
veyed to him of the defeat of the rebels, 
by Lol! Kooree (who dreaded his abfence ) 
prevented his ever beftowing a thought 
that way ; until it was too late to think of 
at ing any purpofe, But to refume our fub- 
Cc ° 
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The battle was fought with great obfti- 
macy and gallantry on both fides—Wonders 
are recorded of the fpirited actions and per- 
fonak bravery of Eas O'dig and Gokuldas 
Kban; and not lefs reported of the valour 
of Furrukbsir, and Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan; 
but the decifive ftroke of victory was given 
by Seyd Abda'lah Khan: this General, ob 
ferving the Vizir draw off and retire with 
his divifion, wheeled and vigoroufly attack- 
ed Eas O’din in flank; whilft he was hard 
prefied in front by Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan, 
Eas O’din at the fame time learning that the 
brave Gokuldas Kban was killed, and his 
right wing defeated by Furrukbsir; a gene- 
ral rout foon followed.—_—Eas O'din efcaped 
with difficulty from the battle; and by a 
change of fwift horfes reached De/by, where 
in the prefence of his father, he died of his 
wounds in an hour. 


Furrukbsir prudently ordered the troops 
to be fpared in the purfuit. This clemency, 
and the addrefles of fome emiffaries fent 
amongft them, operated fo ftrongly on them ; 
‘that, to a man, they revolted from the Em- 
peror; and joined Furrukbsir ; whofe tri- 
umph, on this happy fuccefs, was greatly 
abated by the abfence and fuppofed death 
of Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan. Short fighted 
mortal! littl didft thou at that time sr 

that 
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that thou wert regretting the lofs and life 
of the man, who in a very fhort period 
would deprive thee of thine own !— A large 
reward being’ promiled by the Prince ; and 
fearch being made; Scyd Hoffan Aly Khan 
was found amongft the flain with figns of 
life, and his recovery effected. 


The treacherous conduct of the Vizir 
Zulfecar Khan, it was faid, proceeded from 
cowardice, and refentment at Gokuldas Khan's 
being joined in the command with him 
(a fource from which the greateft defigns 
have often proved abortive.) When he re- 
tired with his divifion, he made the bet 
of his way to De/by; where, foon after, the 
arrival of the unfortunate Eas O’din, too 
plainly fpoke the deftiny of the Emperor his 
Father. 


Some feeble attempts were made to raife 
frefh troops, and put the city in a pofture 
of defence ; but the fudden approach of 
Furrukbsir pot a period to every hope. 
The Emperor, his uncle, fell into his hands 
without refiftance. His head was imme- 
diately cut off ; and his trunk being fixed up- 
on an elephant, was expofed round the city. 
His Vizir, Zu/fecar Khan, was tied by the 
feet to the tail of the fame elephant, and: 
dragged until he expired: a death = 

; an 
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and efteemed the moft difhonourable that 
can be inflicted upon a criminal ; but fcarcely 
fevere enough for that minifter who facrifices 
the intereft, and caufe of his King, to his own 
private refentments. He was little lament- 
ed; for by his mal-adminiftration, whilft 
Vizir, he had acquired the univerfal hatred 
of the people. 


Mauz O'din Febander Shaw thus falling un 
a facrifice to love and indolence; Mabom- 7715 
med Furruksir was proclaimed Emperor of med Fir- 
Indoftan, without oppofition. The firft a€tsr4+?. 
of his government confifted, in rewarding 
thafe who had raifed him to the throne. 
He appointed Seyd Abdallah Khan his Vi- 
zir; and Seyd Hoffan Aly Khan his Bukjhi, 
or Pay-Mafter General, with the title of 
Emir al Omrab ; (The Prince of Princes) 
and beftowed upon him the government of 
Deccan; {uitably rewarding the other Om- 
rahs that had rendred him fervice. 


But before we enter on the reign of Fur- 
rukbsir, we beg to be indulged a few words 
on the late murdered Emperor ‘febander ; 
whofe character very minutely refembled that 
of the unfortunate and licentious Roman, 
Marcus Antonius. 


He 
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He was thought by his father, Shaw A= 
lum, the only General capable of repulfing 
the dangerous annual invafions of the Bo- 
uccais; which threatned the Empire on the 
fide of Perfi2z. Prince Mauz O'din was fent 
again{t thefe warlike people, at the head of 
the choiceft troops in the Empire ; and in a 
continued campaign of five years, he had 
many and fignal battles with the invaders ; 
that gave him vaft renown. In one of thefe, 
when the enemy was intrenched behind a 
{trong and thick wood, on which fide they 
could only be attacked, he cut a paflage 
through the wood; forced their intrench- 
ments {word in hand, and hardly any of the 
enemy efcaped the flaughter. No fooner 
were the particulars of this aclion arrived at 
court, than the Emperor his father, gave him 
the title of Prince of the Hatchets; one of 
the Lonorary titles ever fince given to the firft 
Prince of the blood. 


His difpofition, before he came to the 
throne, was fo engaging and umiable; that 
he became the idol of the whole Empire. 
This drew. on him the jealoufy of his father ; 
who, to counterbalance his growing influ- 
ence, heaped that partial power and favor 
on ‘his fecond fon, Mabommed Azim, (the 
father of Furrukb ir) which enabled him to 
make the ftand he did againft his brother's 

legal 
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legal right of fucceffion; at the demife of 
Shaw Allum; as before recited. In fhort, 
if he could be defended from that perfidious 
ftroke againft his other two brothers ; and 
had efcaped the bewitching {nares of that 
eaftern Cleopatra, Loll Kooree; he moft pro- 
bably would have left a more fhining cha- 
racter, (and a much more honorable one} 
on the records of fame, than that of his 
grandfather Auring Zebe. 


Loll Koar had the honor of being con- 
demned, for life, a prifoner in the royal pri- 
fon, or caftle of Selsmgur. Some of her 
bafe relations, who had been raifed to places 
of high truft, were cut off by the conqueror ; 
and others degraded. 


Furrukbsir having obtained the diadem, 
as before related, peace feemed to be fettlec 
in the Empire: but the evil deftiny of that 
Prince forbad its long continuance. During 
this period, the power of the Seyds grew 
enormous; and left the Emperor the name 
and trappings of royalty only: for they dif- 
pofed of all important pofts by their fole au- 
thority ; amafled immenfe wealth, and fe- 
queftered the public revenues to their own 
private emolument ; fecuging thereby the at- 
tachment of the principal officers of the 

crown ; 
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crown: who (with a very few exceptions) 
were intirely devoted to their intereft. 


Furrukhsir very foon faw, and felt his 
defpicable ftate of dependance; but could 
not eafily forget, how much he owed to the 
fpirited conduct and friendfhip of thefe am- 
bitious brothers. He patiently fubmitted to 
the many indignities he labored under : with- 
out meditating any thing againft them; the 
life and crown they had given him, he knew, 
{till depended too much on their will and 
difpofal: he dreaded their power, which in- 
deed was greater than any fubjeéts in this 
defpotick vovernment can poffefs, with fafety 
to their Prince; or than can be confiftent 
with his honor. . 


Wearied at length, at finding himfelf this 
cypher of a King; he nobly determined to 
free himfelf from the fhackles with which 
he had been bound fo long; by having both 
the brothers affaflinated at the fame time: 
Abdallah Khan at Delby; and Hoffan Aly 
Kban, as he was upon his march to his go- 
vernment at Deccan; where he was going 
to difpoflefs Nizam al Muluck. 


A defign, fo complicated in its nature, 
could not be carrieé on without being com- 
municated 
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tiuhicated to many; amongft thefé the Em: 
peror chiefly intrufted and depended on the 
two Omrahs, Khondoran Khan, and Mbir 
‘fumla, for the execution of it; they being 
almoft the only two officers about the court; 
who had been neglected by the powerful 
Seyds. Kbondoran was {afpeted of betray 
ing the whole to Abdallah Khan: whethet 
this was the fa, is uncertain; but it is very 
certain, both the brothers had early intelli+ 
gence of the defign againft them; and de- 
termined to have the ftart, by depofing the 
Emperor. 


The Vizir immediately withdrew from 
court ; fent exprefs upon exprefs to recal his 
brother ; and put himfelf at the head of a 
body of troops, whofe commander he was 
by virtue of his poft. 


Furrukbsir finding his intentions againft 
the Seyds difcovered ; had recourfe to diffi« 
mulation: He fent his mother to the Vizir ; 
charged with his folemn proteftations of the 
falfhood of the information the Vizir had 
received ; and with profeffions of inviolable 
friendfhip and affection intresting, that he 
would return to court; and contradict any 
— he might have difpatched to his bro- 
ther. . a. 
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The Vizir having no room to doubt of 
his intelligence of the Emperor’s projected 
affaffination, returned for anfwer—That, as 
a mark of the fincerity of his profeffions, 
he fhould difcharge his guards and fervants ; 
and fubmit to receive fuch as he, the Vi- 
zir, fhould think proper to place about him. 
This hard condition the Emperor abjectly 
and unadvifedly confented to; and the Vi- 
zir, contented with this fecurity, waited the 
atrival of his brother, without proceeding 
further. Thefe events fell out about the be- 
ginning of the year 1719. 


Seyd Hoffan Al Khan returned at the 
head of a ftrong body of horfe, immediately 
on the receipt of his brother’s letters; and 
arrived at Delby the 14th of February 1719; 
where after a fhort conference with the Vi- 
zir, and Ajeet Singh ( Mabab Rajab, and 
father-in-law to the Emperor) and with fe- 
veral principal Omrahs ; they all proceeded 
to the apartment of during Zebe's daughter 
in the caftle of Sedimgur; and demanded 
the delivery of Raffeei!] al Disjaat, (fon of 
Raffeetl al Kaddr, thitd fon of Babadr Shaw) 
a youth about 17 years of age; proclaimed 
him Emperor of Indoffan ; and {wore allegi- 
ance to him. 


q Pro- 
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Proceeding thence to the palace with their 4» 
new King, as foon .as they came into thepifij al 
prefence of Furrukbsir; the Seyds upbraid- Diyas. 
ed him with perfidy and ingratitude; and 
Ajeet Singh, with the breach of his corona- 
tion oath ; in impofing the Jefcrah (or poll 
tax) upon the Hindoos: they then divefted 
him of his fword, and enfigns of royalty : 
and, with little ceremony, informed him 
they had raifed Refer! Dirjaat to thethrone; 
to whom they forced him to pay obeifance ; 
and then imprifoned him in a tower over 
the principal gate of the citadel. 


The day after his imprifonment, he was 
miferably deprived of his fight. On the 
fecond, he attempted to finifh his torments 
by a dofe of poifon ; but it proved ineffectual ; 
on the third day, the Vizir fent executioners 
to ftrangle him: but as foon as he felt the 
cord about his neck ({till wretchedly defirous 
of life) he interpofed his hands, and forcibly 
broke it; dragging on, thus, a miferable 
being, until the next day, the 24th Fedru- 
ary 1719 ; when he was at laft ftrangled, af- 
ter a reign of little more than four years. 
Mr. Frafer fays, feven ; but this cannot be ; 
for, by his own account, Auring Zebe de- 
ceafed in the beginning of the year 1707: 
his fon, Shaw Allum, reigned fix years ; that 
is, to the beginning of the year 1713. Fur- 

D 2 ruki str 


( 36 ) 
rukbsir was murdered in the beginning of the 
year 3719; fo that if his fucceffion had been 


- uninterrupted, it could have been no more 


Anno 
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than fix years: but the intervening reign of 
his uncle, Mauz O’din Febandar Shaw, who 
fat on the throne 18 months, reduces the 
reign of Furrukbsir to four years and fix 
months. 


The Seyds finding they had miftaken the 
genius of the young Emperor Dirjaat, 
(whom they had raifed to the throne in pre- 
ference to his elder brother Raffeeil a] Dow- 
lat, as judging his youth would be more 
fubfervient to their views) took him off by 
poifon; when he had reigned about three 
months: and raifed to the throne his eldeft 
brother, juft abovementioned, who affumed 
the ftile and title of Shaw eban, (King of 
the World.) 


The brothers, intoxicated with their ex- 
cefs of power, began by various aéts of 
oppreffion to create themiclves enemics from 
all quarters : the univerfal hatred of the peo- 
ple, for their repeated murders, co-opera- 
ting with the envy of the principal Awjabs 
and Omrabs, (who could endure no longer 
to fee the Sryds engrois wholly a power and 
authority in the Empire, which they them- 

felves 
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felves wanted a fhare in) a powerful party 
was now formed again{t them. 


At the head of this confederacy were Sa- 
vejee “Feet Singh, (more commonly known 
by the name of Rajeo Faty Singh) Gopaul 
Singh Bowderee, and Chivalram Roy; all 
puiffant Rajahs. The firft named being he- 
reditary governor of the fortrefs of Azra — 
Here it is appofite that we recite an anec- 
dote of this empire, which is not generally 
known. 


When the Idindoo Rajahs, or Princes of 
Indoften, fabmitted to Tamerlane ; it was en 
thefe capital ftipulations: That the Empe- 
rors fhould marry a daughter of Rajab Feet 
Singh's houfe: that the head of this houfe 
fhould be, in perpetuity, governors of the 
citadel of gra; and anoint the King at his 
coronation : and, tnat the Emperors thould 
never impofe the jeflerah (or poll tax) upon 
the H:ndyes. 


Thefe three powerful Reaafepoot Rayads, 
with fome difcontented Omrabs, withdrew 
themfelves ; and afflembled together in the 
neighbourhood of Agra: and, on the firft 
intelligence of the murder of Rafeel Dir- 
jaat, releafed (from a forty years imprifon- 
ment in the caftle of Agra) Nicosir; a fon 
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of the great Ekbbar; and proclaimed him 
Emperor: and raifed a refpectable army to 
fupport their election againft that of the 
Seyds, in favour of Shaw “feban. 


On the firft notice of this formidable 
competitor Seya Hoffan Ali Khan was dif- 
patched at the head of forty thoufand horfe 
towards Azra; and was met, within four 
miles of that city, by Nécosér’s forces, under 
the command of Feet Singh: who putting 
himfeit at the head of his R/aafepoots, in- 
tre idly ch rged Seyd Hoffan Aly Kban’s army. 
A long and bloody conflict enfued; wherein, 
at laft, Nicoszr’s forces began to give way ; 
when the Rbaafepoot’s, by the example of 
their Rajah ‘feet Singh, difplayed the yel- 
Li fiurf, the Rbaafepacts fignal for con- 
queft or death) by which means the battle 
had a fudden turn. Hoffan Aly Kban’s troops, 
ftruck with terror at feeing that dreaded fig- 
nal, and the fury with which the Rhaa/epoots 
returned to the charge, foon turned their 
backs aid fled ; difregarding as well the he- 
roic exunple, as menaces of their General ; 
who, fi.ding all endeavours to rally them 
fiusilefs made the beft retreat he could with 
them. 


Shaw feban wilely profiting by the error 
which had proved fatal to Mauz O’din , ina 
itua- 
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fituation fimilar to his owns immoediatel 
took the field with the Vizir S:yd Abdall:h 
Khan: and with a large and chofen body of 
men marched to fupport and re-inforce Svyd 
Hoffan Aly Khan. 


This General, in his retreat, or rather flight, 
had been vigoroufly purfued by Rajah Feet 
Singh, and his nominal Emperor Nicosér ; 
follicitous, if pofhible, to prevent his union 
with Shaw “feban and his brother ; who were 
(they had learned) on their march to his 
f{uccour. In this judicious intention they 
failed ; for Hoffan Aly Khan, with his beaten 
troops, joined the Emperor before the Rajah 
could overtake him. Both armies being 
greatly harrafled with their fevere marches, 
the decifive battle, which was to determine 
the poffeffion of this mighty Empire, was 
delayed until the next day. 





Hoffan Aly Khan, it was faid, feleéted the 
evening before the battle, a body of 20co 
horfe ; compofed all of fubaltern officers ; 
to whom he gave {tri€&t command, that they 
fhould pay regard to nothing elfe in the ap- 
proaching engagement, but the cutting off, 
or taking prifoner Nicosir, or Feet Singh. 


The battle began foon after fun-rife the 
next morning; and was fought with in- 
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credible fury and obftinacy, for the fpace of 
three hours: but, at length, the party above- 
mentioned fo well executed what they had 
in charge, that they took Nycos#r prifoner ; 
which being immediately known to his party, 
they were foon after defeated, or rather put to 
flight: for in thefe eaftern battles, if the prin- 
cipal on either fide is killed or taken prifoner, 
there is an end generally to the conteft. 
The iffue of this battle, which was fought 
about the middle of “fune 1719, on the 
plains of Fatteabad, put Shaw Feban in tran- 
quil pofieflion of the Empire. 





The Empcror gave Nicosér the choice of 
death, or lofs of fight: he preferred the lat- 
ter; which was executed on him in the field 
of battle; and he then was conducted back 
to his prifon at Agra; a melancholy victim 
to the ambition cf others. 


Savagee ‘feet Smgh, with a felect body 
of Rhaafepoots by a well conducted retreat 
recovered Agra; and was foon after recon- 
ciled to the King and admitted to favour ; 
conformable to the fteady policy of this go- 
vernment: in keeping a good underftanding 
with the principal Rajahs ; and more efpe- 
¢clally with the Lead of this houfe; who is 
ever capable of raifing and fomen:ing a very 
formidable party, upon any intended revo- 
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lution in this defpotic and precarious mo- 
narchy. 


Shaw ‘feban lived not long to enjoy his 
high dignity; for he died a natural death, 
foon after his return to De/by, towards the 
latter end of the year 1719. Happy! we 
may fay, in having made this quiet and eafy 
exit; for had he difcovered a with to make 
himfelf a King, indeed; it is more than pro- 
bable, he would have fhared the fame fate 
with his three predecefiors. 


His death, for fame days, was concealed 
by the fingular addrefs of the Seyds; and 
Hoffan Ali Khan, on the night that Shaw 
‘feban deceafed, privately fet out with a 
{mall, but felet party of hoife for Agra, 
where he publifhed his death : and, with the 
participation of the Mbaabab Rajah, Savajce 
“feet Singh immediately proclaimed Mabom- 
med Shaw Emperor of Indoffan; who was 
by the Rajah anointed accordingly. Mahom- 
'yaed Shaw was the only fon of Khgjiffah 
Akbter, before mentioned ; the youngeit fon 
of Shaw Allum. Soon after, the Vizir and 
the other great officers of the crown arrived 
at Agra, to pay their fubmiffion to the new 
Emperor; and were all confirmed in their 
potts. 

; Ma- 
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Mahommed Shaw, was foon convinced, 
by the firft movements of the Seyds, that 
though he was raifed to the poffeffion of the 
enfizns and exteriors of royalty; he was in 
effect little better than a prifoner of ftate ; 
whilff the two brothers exercifed the un- 
controukd authority they had fo long and 
fuccefsfully ufurped. He did not want 
courage; but plainly faw their power was 
too great to be attacked by open force: he 
thercfore wifely, for fome time, diffembled 
his fentiments and refentments; until he 
could form a proper judgment who, amongft 
the Omrahs and officers, were truft worthy ; 
and in whom he could with fafety to himlelf 
put a perfect confidence, 


It was not long before his penetration 
pointed out the perfons he fought for. Afa- 
bommed Amin Khan, Heydr Kuk Khan, and 
Kondorax, ai Omrahs of the firft rank, he 
was well affured, were inveterate, though 
concealed enemies tothe Seyds : to thefe Om- 
rahs therefore he ventured to open himfelf, 
about the middle of September 1720; and 
moft pathetically lamented his abject depen- 
dant fate, under the tyranny of the Seyds ; 
imploring their aftiftance to extricate and 
free him; themfelves; and his people from 
their ufurped power. 


This 
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This overture from the Emperor met 
with a warm reception from the Omrahs ; 
they {wore fidelity to him; and he, on his 
part, fwore that Mabommed Amin Khan 
fhould fucceed to the Vizirut ; Abcnudoran to 
the Mbir Bukb/pi ; and be created Embir al 
Omrab: and that Heydr Kult Khan, (who 
was at this time General of the Ordinance) 
fhould obtain the Soubahdary of Abmeda- 
bad. 


Thefe preliminaries fettled ; and the fide- 
lity of thefe Omrahs fecured, more by 
making it their own intereft, than from 
any attachment to the royal family; a fa- 
vourable occafion was only wanting: and 
the Seyds themfelves contributed in fome de- 
gree to their own downfal,—for now the 
meafure of their iniquity was full,—too 
long had they reigned the oppreffors of their 
Kings, and of the people. 


The firft act of the Seyds power, after 
the acceffion of Mahommed Shaw, was to 
oblige him to declare Nizam al Muluck a 
traytor; and demand his appearance at 
court. 


Nizam had been long obnoxious to the 
Seyds : the infurrection raifed by Rajah Feet 
Singh in favour of Nicosir, had prevented 

their 
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their looking towards him fooner ; but now, 
having fixed Mahommed Shaw on the throne, 
they determined to fupprefs him. 


Nizam well knowing there was no me- 
dium between death and the jealoufy of the 
Seyds, m place of paying obedience to the 
royal mandate, killed the gurfburdars (mef- 
fengers) that brought it: advanced from 
his government of Ma/va to Eugon; where 
he feized the royal treafure: from thence 
he penetrated into Deccan, the government 
of Seyd Hoffan Ah Khan; attacked the ca- 
pital of the province and took it; affumed 
the Soubahthip ; and fending 47s Niabs, or 
deputy governors to every part, difplaced 
thofe of Hoffan Ali Khan; and treated even 
his women with great indignities. After 
thefe exploits (to which it was faid he was 
privately infligated by the Emperor pur- 
pofely to exafperate the Seyds) he wrote the 
moft fubmiflive letter to the Emperor ; exte- 
nuating and palliating the neceffity of a con- 
duct, to which the tyranny and injuftice of 
the Seyds had drove him. 


On news of the outrages committed by 
Nizam in the Deccan, the Emperor put on 
a well diflembled rage; and {wore by Ma- 
bomet, he would take the field againft the 
rebel himfelf. This refolution was the — 
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of a private conference with his affociated 
Omrahs; it being judged, the firft neceflary 
ftep for the reduction of thefe dangerous 
brothers was, to feparate them: accordingly 
the Emperor ordered the Vizir Seyd Abdal- 
Jab Kban to return to Delby, to fuperintend 
the civil adminiftration; and preferve the 
peace of that city during his abfence : and 
himfelf, with Seyd Hoffan Ali Khan, and 
the reft of the Omrahs, took the field on 
the 28th of September 1720, with a royal 
and powerful army, for the pretended re- 
duction of the rebel Nizam al Muluk. 


The Emperor made a long march that 
day towards Deccan, and encamped late in 
the evening. Here the means for affaffi- 
nating Seyd Hoffan Ali Kban were adjufted 
by the three Omrahs, to whom the King 
left the execution of this important event : 
they found it neceflary now to difcover their 
defign to feveral other Omrahs, who they 
knew had been deeply injured by the Seyds, 
and were as inveterate as themfelves. Amongft 
thefe, one Hyddr Khan, a {mall Munfub- 
dar of diftinguifhed courage, was pitched 
upon to perpetrate the deed; and as the at- 
tempt muft be attended with apparent ha- 
zard to Hyddr Kban, Mabommed Amin 
Kban, and Heydr Kuli Khan, to encourage 
him they folemnly engaged to be at hand 

with 
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with a {elect party to refcue him from the 
rage of Hoffan Ali Kban’s followers, 


Early the next morning the fignal was 
made for decamping, and Seyd Hoffan went 
into the Emperor’s tent to pay his obeifance 
and receive his orders: all the Omrahs and 
officers, as cuftomary, were round his tent: 
Hyddr Khan placed himfelf at the door with 
a petition in his hand: as foon as Seyd Ho/- 
fan came out of his tent, and had feated 
himfelf in his pallenkeen, Heyddr Khan pre- 
fented his petition ; and whilft Seyd Hoffan 
was attentively perufing it, the affaffin ftab- 
bed him with his kunjaar (dagger) between 
the neck and collar bone, of which wound 
he inftantly expired. 


Notwithftanding the folemn engagement 
to refcue Hyddr Khan, it was judged expe- 
dient to facrifice this daring man, that his 
death might blunt and fatiate, in fome mea- 
fure, the wrath of thofe guards who were in 
immediate attendance on the General’s per- 
fon; by whom Hyddr Kban was affaulted 
with the utmoft fury; and though, draw- 
ing his fcymitar, he defended himfelf with 
aftonifhing bravery for fome time; yet, over- 
powered by numbers, he was cut to pieces. 
Neverthelefs the tumult raifed about the body 
did not ceafe, until Mabemmed Amin a 

Khon 
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Kbondoran, Heydr Kuli Khan, and their troops 
came up to quell it. The Emperor mount- 
ing his elephant and caufing proclamation to 
be made to the army, thatthe Embir al Omrab 
was killed by his order, the confufion fubfid- 
ed; except in one quarter ; where five thou- 
{and troops, commanded by Freratt Khan, 
nephew to the deceafed General, breathed 
nothing but revenge : between thefe and the 
royal troops a fharp conflié enfued, in which 
mapy were killed (on both fides) amongft 
whom was a fon of Mabommed Amin Khan; 
but ‘Yteratt Khan falling by an arrow dif- 
charged by the King, (who it was faid emp- 
tied three quivers in the engagement) the 
reft called for quarter. 


The Emperor proceeding to the tent of 
Seyd Hoffan Ali Khan, fat upon his elephant 
and {aw the foldiers, by his permiffion, plun- 
der it of a khorore of Rupees*. The 
jewels, found there to an equal amount, 
were appropriated to his own ufe, 


Mahbommed Shaw, fenfible that but half 
the work was done, whilft Seyd Abdallah 
Khan furvived, immediately directed his 
march towards Delby; declaring Mabommed 


fimin Kban Vizit, and Kbondoran, Embir 
al Omrab. 


* One Million Sterling. 


Ab- 


( 48 ) 

Abdallah Khan was not far from Delby, 
when an exprefs from Steratt Khan over~ 
took him, advifing him of the tragical death 
of his brother: he faw his own danger, and 
inftantly difpatched a trufty officer with a 
party of horfe to that city, with orders to 
return immediately with Sultan Ibrabim, 
younger brother of the Emperors, Raffeeil al 
Dirjaat, and Raffeeil al Dowlat. The officer 
executed his commiffion with great celerity ; 
and being returned with Sultan Ibrahim, 
Abdallah proclaimed that young Prince Em- 
peror of Indoftan : then putting himfelf at the 
head of a numerous army, he marched back 
to meet Mahommed Shaw. 


The two armies met the latter end of 
Offober, Anno 1720, and a bloody battle 
enfued. Victory ftood doubtful a long time, 
to which fhe fhould give the day; but 
when /édallab was on the verge of {natch- 
ing a certain conqueft, a feafonable re-in- 
forcement turned the iffue in favour of the 
Emperor: for during the heat of the en 
gagement Drababadr (nephew of Chivalram 
Governor of Eleabas) arrived with a frefh 
body of troops ; thefe afiaulting the rear and 
flank of Abdallal’s army with the greateft 
intrepidity, a total defeat and rout foon fol- 
lowed. Seyd Abdallah Khan was taken pti- 
foner; the Emperor {pared his life, in con- 

fideration 
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fideration of his owing him the crown he 
wore ; but condemned him to perpetual im- 
prifonment (as recited more minutely by 
Mr. Frafer) fequeftring his vaft poffeffions 
and wealth to his own ufe. 


Thus fell the Seyds Hrffan Ali Khan, 
and Abdallah Khan, by a reverfe of fortune 
too common to be very remarkable. The 
wonder is, that they fhould have maintain- 
ed themfelves fo long (in this defpotic and 
violent government) in a degree of abfolute 
power and authority, hardly equalled in fto- 
ry; and that, during the reigns of five fuc- 
ceffive Emperors, four of whom they them- 
Jedves had placed upon the throne. 


The laft decifive ftroke put Mabommed 
Shaw into the quiet poffeffion of the Em- 
pire of Indofian. A long peace enfued ; 
and the Emperor gave a loofe to th¢ in- 
dulgence of his natural propenfities, which 
centered only in the exceflive ufe of wine, 
women, and hunting. To every thing elfe he 
became regardlefs: the reins of govern- 
mient in time flackened ; confufion in the 
Empire followed: every Omrab was plan- 
ning for himfelf; and hone thought of the 
public. Thefe univerfal diforders endanger- 
ed, in confequence, the Aea/th and well- 
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being of the ftate; and paved the way for 
the invafion of the Empire by Nadir Shaw, 
in the year 1738; (fo accurately inveftigat- 
ed by Mr. Frafer) which was brought 
about by the intrigues of Nizam al Mulluck. 
This minifter, after the reduction of the 
Seyds, was foon taken into favour, and con- 
firmed in the government of Deccan ; or ra- 
ther maintained himfelf there by his own 
ftrencth, as an independant fovercign. 


My readers will eafily perceive, that in 
the foregoing recital I have followed the 
thread of Mr. Frafer’s conc.fe narrative ; 
and have only deviated from him in thofe 
parts, where my materials afforded me 
fuller intelligence ; and in varicty of tranf- 
aciions which he (obviout') thought lay 
cut of the way cf his mazn ofjeé: his 
intention being, very evidently, no more 
than to give a connected cat.logue of the 
Mogulls fiom Tzmur Lung ; (Temarlam) and 
at the fame time to convey a flight view 
of the progreffive ftate and condition of the 
Empire of Indofian, as neceflarily prepara- 
tive to the periud of Nadir Shaw's invafion 
of it; without cmbarraffine hisfelf with 
any more of the particular circumflances 
attending the fucceffions, than were con- 
fiftent with, and immediately in pons 

1s 
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his defign. All that I with or hope for 
from ¢his production is, that it may be 
efteemed an illuftration only of that inge- 
nious and learned gentleman's work ; com= 
prifed within the fpace, from uring Zebe’s 
demife, to the reduction of the Seyds, 


Ez CHAP: 
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CHAP. IMU. 


Tranfaétions in the Subahdary of Bengal, 
Srom the year 1717 to the year 1750» 
inclufive. 


UR prefent fubje& calls us back to 
() the reign of Furrukbsir, when ‘faffir 
Khan, an Omreb of great confideration and 
intereft at court, ruled thofe provinces with 
a rod of iron. His name, to this day, is 
semembered with deteftation ; to fill his 
coffcrs, he inflicted the moft crucl punith- 
ments on the Rajabs and Zimindars, by 
ways and means unheard of, and unknown, 
but in this Eaflern government. He alfo 
highly oppreffed the Europeans {ettled in 
thefe parts; yet, notwithftanding his very 
mal-adminiftration, he had the addrefs to 
obtain the governments of Batar and Orif- 
J#, united with that of Bengal in his per- 
fon; which ever before had been diftiné 
and feparate Nabobfhips. 


With 
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With this new acquifition of power, he 
removed from Dacca; which, until that 
time, had been the chief refidence of the 
Soubahs, to Morfhadabad ; and this city now 
became the capital of the provinces. 


Safir Khan had a favourite daughter, 
whom he married to Soujah Khan, a native 
of Delby of fome diftinétion ; this perfon 
was appointed Niaé, or deputy governor of 
Oriffa, when ‘faffir Klan changed the feat 
of his chief refidence, and quitted Dacca. 


Soujah Khan, by his marriage with the 
Soubah’s daughter, had two fons born to 
him; the eldeft named Mahommed Tukhee 
Khan; the younger Sufraaz Khan. The 
firft had conftantly reftded with his father 
at Cuttack, the capital of Oriffa, and the 
other, with his grandfather at Mor/hadabad. 


offir Khan's fondnefs for Sufraaz 
Khan was {fo prevalent, that when he ob- 
tained an order from court for Soujab 
Kban’s facceeding him in the Soubahfhip ; 
he procured at the fame time Sufraaz 
Khan to be appointed King’s Dewan of the 
rovinces, in prejudice to the juft preten- 
fon of his elder brother, Mahommed Tukhee 
Khan. 


E 3 This, 


Anno 
3725 
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This ill-judged mark of affection and 
preference in the old Soubab, was the caufe 
of decla ed and unabating enmity between 
the two brothers; though this effec?, pro- 
bably without that caufe, would have na- 
turally :efulted from the difference of their 
genius and difpofitions ; actuated by the dif- 
ferent examples they had long before them, 
in the father, and grandfather,——Soujab 
Khan was bold; rigid in government; but, 
withal, complaifant and affeCtionate.—Ma- 
hommed Tukbee Khan was brave and gene- 
rous; delighting in the exercifes of a foldier, 
and the art of war.——‘afir Khan was 
Inveterate ; avaritious ; and a monfter of 
cruelty. Suffraas Ktan was impetuous, 
overbearing and vindictive ; and as he had 
been a ftranger to contradiction from his 
infancy, fo in his more advanced age, he 
could not bear it in the leaft degree, even 
from the mouth of wifdom. 








In the year 1725 ‘faffir Khan deceafed, 
to the general joy of the provinces; and 
Soujah Khan, haftcning to the capital, took 
upon him the government. In the journey, he 
was accompanied by Mahommed Tukbee Khan. 


When the brothers met, the embers cf 
difguft and hatred, which had been only 
{mothered by abfence, now burft into a 

flame, 
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flame, that had well nigh confomed them 
both ; had not the prudence and authority 
of the Soubah interpofed ; who, finding it 
impofflible to accomplifh a reconciliation be- 
tween them, refolved to part them; and 
immediately appoi.ted Afahommed Tukbee 
Khan, his Niab of Oriffa; with orders, to 
fet out the next day for his government. 
There in a few months he iced univerfally 
lamented. His death gave his father the 
Geepeft forrow ; for he lave d him with a jutt 
and truely paternal tendcrnefs. 


On Scujah Khan's fucceffion to the go- 
vernment, he releafed all the Rajabs and 
Zerindars that had been imprilfoned by his 
father-in-law; and eafed them of fundry 
heavy taxes and impofitions, that they had 
been loaded with. Calling them all before 
him, he enjoined them to attend carefully 
to the cultivation of their Jands, and the 
improvement of the manufactures: .2fluring 
them that, in future, they fhould be exemnt 
from the feverities they had fuffered under 
his predcceflors: reminding them, that as 
they themfelves had long felt the hand of 
oppreffion ; he depended it would be a lef- 
fon to them, not to opprefs the tenants de- 
pendant on them. Then with a peremptory 
tone telling them, that if any were found 
deficient in their annual payments, their 
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lands fhould be taken from them, and given 
to others ; afterwards he gracioufly difmiffed 
them to their refp:& diftricts. 


Soujah Khan taking into confideration the 
fmall ftanding force of the provinces, that 
until his time never exceeded the number 
of five or fix hundred horfe; determined to 
enlarge it to as many thoufands, which he. 
foun accompiifhed. He then made fundry 
regulations refpecting the trade of the pror 
vinces, both inland and foreign ; cafting his 
eyes particularly on the Eurcfeans; and at- 
tentive that they fhould not clandeftinely par- 
take of greater immunities and advantages, 
than the terms of their Fb) maunds, or grants, 
gave thein a titl: to. 

To this end, he encreafed the number of 
Chowkee’s (or places for the receipts of cuf- 
toms) to twenty, upon the feveral rivers ; 
whereas, before his government, there were 
only two, Bux/h Bundar, and Azimgunge. 


This wife and folid conduét, had it’s natu- 
ral and proper effects ; the provinces foon wore 
a different face; commerce and manufadtures 
flourifhed ; and in a very few years he was 
enabled greatly to increafe the royal revenue, 
and ftipulate to pay into the royal treafury 
qnnpally, one Korore, one Lac, one thou- 
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fand one hundred and one ficca Rupees; over 
and above forty Lacs of Rupees, annually 
remitted to court, to different Omrabs re- 
fiding there, on account of their Yaghir 
lands, In confequence, his intereft at court 
was ftrengthened ; himfelf eftablifhed in his 
government ; and the fucceflion, by grant, 
fecured in his family. 


Having brought the Soubah Soujab 
Khan to this happy and honourable pericd ; 
and given a general view of the ftate of 
thefe opulent provinces; we next propofe 
to trace the caufes, circumftances, and pro- 
grefs of an extraordinary ufurpation of this 
government in the beginning of the year 
3742. 


Though the ambition, avarice, ingrati- 
tude, treachery and violence of two artful 
adventurers, were the feemingly apparent 
caufes of this ufurpation, yet, without 
other co-operating incidents, thofe (too 
common foccefsful auxiliaries in the inva- 


fion of right) would have proved inef- 
fectual, 


The fecret fprings of the above-mentioned 
incidents, were known but to few; and we 
venture to aver, were never put together be- 
fore the penning of the manufcripts, A. D. 


17593, 
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1790; alluded to in the preliminary dif- 
courfe to this work ; from which manufcript 
the author of the Reflections, as before re- 
marked, difingenuoufly took as _hisown, 
what he calls his ** Short fketch of the hif- 
‘* tory of Bengal, from the year 1739 to the 
“ year 1750 *.” 


Aliverté Khin, and Hodjee Hamet, were 
brothe:s; natives of Zartary; and fol- 
lowers of fortune. In this purfuit they ar- 
rived at the court of Delby about the 
year 1721; and put themfelves under the 
protection of the then Vizir Khondoran. 
In their genius and qualifications they dif- 
fered extremely. The elder, Hodjee Hamet, 
was of a cowardly, but deeply intriguing 
difpofition; well fkilled in political learning; 
and a profound judge of the nature of man- 
kind. With shefe talents, he poflefled not a 
fingle moral principle, capable of imped- 
ing them in their full career; and therefore 
became every way qualifid for the tranfac- 
tions of this Eaftern (or inceed any other) 
court. 


* For he recites the fame chain of facts as they ftand 
in the maoufcript, with little variation, except the poor 
difguile of, here and there a different mode of expref- 
fion; interfperfed with a few tri ¢ reflections, which are 
purely his own... We thought this note highly neceflary, 
left we fhould incur the undeterved cenfure of retailing, 
at {¢cond hand, the labors of another. 

Aliverdé 
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AAliverdi Kban was bold and daring ; bred 
toarms; and {killed in all the duties of a 
foldier; enterprifing; of ready underftand- 
ing; and naturally virttyoys and honourable; 
until thefe amiab!e qualities were perverted 
and fubdued, by the inftigations and evil 
counfe's of his brother; and his other ta- 
lents were made fubfervient to Hamet’s am- 
bitious views of aggrandifing their obfcure 
family. 


Hodjee acquired this title from his hav- 
ing in his early years made a pilgrimage to 
Hodge, (or the tomb of Mahommed at Mecza.) 
A duty which the Khoran impofes on every 
Mujffelman ovce in his life, either in perfon 
or by proxy; and he who performs it in 
perfon, thereby obtains, for life, the hono- 
rery appellation of Hodjee; and is much re- 
verenced by the true believers. 


It has been confidently afferted, and as 
currently believed in ssengal, that Hodjce 
Hamet, had been preferred at Delby, to the 
poft of mafter, or Keeper of the crown 
jewels: with the moft valuable of which 
it was faid he elored, and afterwards fanc- 
tified this theft by a pilgrimage to Mecca. 
But, upon the ftricteitenquiry, we pronounce 
this report an afperfion of his enemies ; 
having the beft authority for faying, — 
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of the brothers appeared at court before the 
year 1721:—but the improbability of the 
fact {peaks it a calumny—their original ob- 
{curity is allowed on all hands; can it then 
poffibly gain credit, that either of them 
fhould be preferred to a poft, which is ufual- 
ly beftowed on one of the firft Omrahs of 
the Empire? 


But if we fhould admit (what alfo has 
been afferted) that Hodjee was for a fhort 
fpace in the fervice of the keeper of the 
crown jewels; and might have it in his 
power to commit the theft alledged againft 
him; yet the fact remains equally impro- 
bable: for can it be believed that after fo 
atrocious a crime, both the brothers thould 
obtain the patronage and recommendation of 
Kbondoran ?—Which they certainly brought 
with them to Cuttac (the refidence of the 
Nabob Soujab Khan) Anno 1722. 


On their arrival, they were taken into 
the fervice of Soujah Dowla, as immediate 
attendants on his perfon: Hodjee, in capacity 
of his firlt Kiffmutgar (or valet) and Ah- 
verdi, his Chilum Purdaar (dreffer or rather 
keeper of his {moaking pipe) with the ad- 
ditional pay and denomination of a feapoy, 
at foot foldier. 
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Their rife from thefe menial ftations was 
rapid, but not aftonifhing; in a country 
where fuperior talents ever make their way 
to fpeedy promotion. The Nabob very 
{oon difcovered in Hodjee an extenfive ge- 
nius and underftanding in men and things ; 
and Hedjee, as foon found out the great, and 
almoft only foible of his miafter; which was 
an ungovernable appetite for vartety of wo- 
men. 





Hodjee benefited himfelf of this ruling 
paflion; and by indefatigable attention and 
induftry out-ran even the Nabob’s defires, 
————-The compiler of the Reflections fays, 
Hodjee proftituted, ‘* and made a facrifice of 
‘‘ his own daughter to his mafter’s luft :” 
we confefs we never heard of it before; be 
this as it may, it is moft certain that 
Hodjee, by indulging and feeding this paffion, 
quickly gained an afcendant over his maf- 
ter; and had the difpofal of all places of 
{mall importance; and as he was obferved 
to be the growing favourite, all fuits and 
petitions were preferred through his media- 
tion. 


Aliverdi Khan's extraordinary military 
enius did not efcape his mafter’s notice. 
Fie was foon promoted to be Yemmautdar 
of the Nabob’s foot guards; and not long 
fer 
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after preferred to a command of horfe, at 
the interceffion of his brother.—The rulin 
paffion of Hodjee was an unbounded thirft 
of riches; but whilft he labored to extend 
his influence over his mafter, as conducive 
to the fatisfying this vice; he was ever 
watchful and attentive, that his brother’s in- 
tereft went hand in hand with his own. 


To thefe ends he daily made himfelf 
more and more ufeful to Soujah Khan, and 
being well verfed in the arts of financing, 
and the invention df ways and means, his 
importance was confirmed: (this being the 
moft ufeful and effential duty of a minifter 
in the Ea/, as well as in the Weft.) He was 
alfo an exquifite and penetrating /py upon 
the actions of all the Niabs and other offi- 
cers employed under the Nabob; with 
whom he fecretly planted his own emifia- 
ries; fo that nothing was tranfacted in any 
part of the province of Orif/a, that his 
matter had not the moft early intelligence 
of. 





The government of Indoftan is perhaps 
the only government in the world, where 
the character of a /py is not attended, with 
reproach and infamy: here it is honour- 
able and dignified. ‘The Emperor and all the 
Soubahs of the provinces entertain an offi- 

cer 
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cer with this title, who is always a ‘perfoti 
of confideration : but like Satan he is more 
generally feared than loved. Hodyee pof- 
fefled not the title of the Nabob’s Hrrcar- 
rab, ({py) but he virtually was fo; and by 
this practice, did not a little gain upon bs 
maftcr’s confidence, and thereby {moothed 
the way to defigns, which about this time, 
Anno 1724, began to open upon him; 
though he yet concealed them even from 
his brother. 


The influence and power of the two 


Aim 


brothers acquired new ftrength every day ; 1724 


in fuch fort, that at the clofe of this year 
they had gained a full dominion over the 
actions and inclinations of the Nabob: who 
at this period fucceeded to the government 
of the three provinces by the demife of the 
Soubah Yaffir Khan, as before recited inthe 
former part of this chapter. The brothers 
attended him to the capital, where the fcene 
of action became enlarged and more ade- 
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quate to their different, though equally en- . 


terprizing {pirits, Hodjee Hamet was {oon 
declared prime minifter; and /sverd7 pro- 
motedtoa command of horfe of the firft 
diftinction. 


The firft judicious movements made by" 


Scujah Khan on his coming to the Sou- 
9 bahfhip, 
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bahthip, (already recorded) were, it was faids 
the refult of the falutary councils of Hodjee 
Hamet.—But if we admitthe fa&, let us not 
too haftily conclude that this advice flowed 
from any principle of affection to his maf- 
ter, or regard to his honour; or from a com- 
miferation of the fuffering Rajabs : no, thefe 
worthy confiderations were foreign to his 
heart, as appeared from the whole tenor of 
his future conduct. ‘The moderate councils 
and meafures zdopted by the Soubah, raifed 
the credit of the minzffer only, who (by re- 
ports of his emiffaries difperfed about the city 
and country) had the fole honour of clemency, 
ftrictly due to the Soubah’s goodnefs of heart 
who always fhew’d an averfion to the prac- 
tices of his predeceffor. 


The minifter by this artful procedure 
gained many friends ; and by fecret ftipula- 
tions with the enlarged Rayjabs, he filled his 
own coffers, to the injury of the public 
revenue. In the degree that the minifter 
gained credit and influence in the provinces 
—the Soubah funk in the opinion of the 
people (a very natural confequence) and 
refting fecure in the fuppofed integrity and- 
extentive abilities of Hodjee Hamet, he 
abandoned dim/e/f to the full enjoyment of 
his ruling paffion ; and the government, to the 
abfolute-difpofal of the minifter,; who with 

out 
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eut controui, put in, put out; removed ; 
difplaced, and preferred to every poft of 
profit, whomloever he pleafed. And by this 
trafic he foon acquired immenfe wealth: 
tak.ng care to keep his mafter buried in 
fenfuality ; ftill fupplying the flame that had 
poffeflion of him with frefh fewel; ran- 
facking the provinces, and obtaining (no 
matter at what price) the moft beautiful 
women that could be procured to anfwer his 
purpofe-: and it was confidently (and we 
believe truly) faid, that he carried his pan- 
derifm fo far, as never to appear at the Sou- 
bah’s nocturnal levee, without fomething of 
this kind in his hand; formed to attract and 
engage his attention. 


Whilft Hodjee Hamet was thus employcd 
in eftablifhing his own power and fortune, 
and blinding the Soubah during the firft three 
or four years of his government; his bro- 
ther liverdi Khan began to think himfelf 
neglected; but Hodjee foon convinced him 
of his miftake. 


Hitherto Alverd? had not, in his own 
perfon, acquired any confiderable luftre, ex- 
cept from the light thrown upon it, by re- 
flection, from his brother’s being the minifter. 
In his military capacity he had indeed a 
few opportunities given him of fhining 

alone, 


Anno 
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alone, both at Oriffa and Bengal; juft fuf- 
ficient to gain the belief of his being an in- 
trepid officer: but now the time was come 
to bring his talents upon the ftage in a more 
confpicuous view : an occafion offering, for 
which his brother had with impatience long 
waited, 


Having for fome time loft fight of the 
Soubah’s only furviving fon Suffraaz Khan, 
we here think it neceffary to bring him to 
the remembrance of the reader, by a flight 
mention of him. His character has been 
already delineated : he poffefied the poft of 
King’s Dewan, by appointment from court, 
and was fucceffor apparent to the Soubah- 
fhip: he had long looked with an evil eye 
on the growing power and influence of 
Hodjee Hamet, which he thought became 
pregnant with danger, both to his father 
and himfelf—but he had not the means of 
seducing it. The impetuofity of his temper 
burft forth fometimes in abufes, and in infults 
to the minifter; who bore them with pa- 
tient fubmiffion: but heavy refentment from 
the Soubah, againit his fon, always follow- 
ed fuch abufe. The crafty Hodjee treafured 
them up in his memory, for a future rec- 
koning ; he daily inftilled into the cars of 
the Soubah the many extravagancies his 
fon was guilty of; which had too much 

é truth 
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truth for the foundation; but if that had 
not been the cafe, the Soubah was too ready 
to liften to any thing to his prejudice ; for 
he loved him not—ever faying, that his un- 
bridled infolence occafioned the lofs of his 
favourite and beloved fon Mahommed Tukhee 
Khan. 


Anno 1729, the Nabobfhip of Patna be- 
coming vacant, Hodjee, without appearing 
in it himfelf, influenced the then reigning 
favourite miftrefs of the Soubah (who was 
deeply in his intereft) to folicit it for his 
brother; who was accordingly the next 
day nominated to that government. Suf- 
fraaz Khan upon this appointment had the 
courage to tell his father in public Dur- 
bar, **he was warming and cherifhing two 
‘“‘ {nakes, that would fting him and his fa- 
*¢ mily todeath.” The Soubah ordered him 
immediately to be taken into cuftcdy ; but 
by Hodjee’s artful interpofition he was ap- 
peafed. 


The following night, the brothers held a 
long and private conference ; to which feve- 
ral Rajahs and officers in their confidence 
were admitted. Here the wicked plan 
of Aliverdi Kban’s government was fettled, 
and he departed the next day for Patna; 
where in a few days he arrived, and put in 
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execution the political maxims and inftruc- 
tions he had received from his brother. 


Ame The exploits of the firft fix years of his 
0729 «0 povernment—that is from the year 1729 
"735° to the year 1735, inclufive, were thefe fol- 
lowing. By force, treachery, craft and 
policy, he fubdued moft of the Rayabs of 
the province of Bahar; fome, by the bafett 
diffimulation and profeffions of friendfhip, 
he drew to Patna ; where he murdered them 
and feized their poffeffions; as the brave 
Sonder Shaw, &c——He then carried his 
arms againft the Chukwaars, a brave and 
warlike Gentoo race, who pofleffed a tract 
of country oppofite Mongheer ; up the river 
Samboo: the prince or Rajab of this country 
had never paid tribute, or acknowledged any 
fubjection to the Soubah of Bengal; or in- 
deed to the Mogul himfelf. He laid every 
thing that paffed on the river, by Mongheer,. 
under contribution ; and put the European 
fettlements to an annual heavy expence of a 
large armament, to efcort their trade to, and 
from Patna. 





The old brave Rajah of thefe people 
(who had many times fought hand to hand, 
with the intrepid commander of our troops, 
Major Hunt) deceafed, in the year 1730; 
and was fucceeded by his fon, a youth of 


feven- 
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feventeen. This young prince, intimidated 
by the examples made of feveral of the 
Babar Rajahs, after a fhort refiftance fub- 
mitted ; acknowledged allegiance to the Em- 
peror ; and fubjection to the Soubah. An 
annual tribute was ftipulated, and regularly 
paid for four years—a {pot was fixed on, five 
miles from the mouth of Samboo, and thirty 
from the capital of the Chukwaars; where 
the prince every year met the Nabob’s of- 
ficer’on a certain day: the one to pay; the 
other to receive the tribute; and it was agreed 
that they fhould have only thirty attendants 
on each fide. 


The twentieth of Odfober, (Anno 1735) 
was the day of payment; at which time 
the Englh/b army, under the command of 
commandant Holcombe, lay encamped in 
Mongbeer grove, with the company’s trade 
for the Patna factory. At eleven in the 
forenoon, we obferved a boat, which had 
come out of Samboo river, making for 
Patna: tne commandant detached two 
light pulwaars after her, with orders to 
bring her to imagining fhe had a cargo 
of fifh the boat being brought to, and 
laid alongfide the commandant’s budgerow 
——Guefs, reader, our aftonifhment! when 
in place of a cargoe of fifh, it contained a 
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cargoe of human beads! five bafkets full; 
and a fingle head in the fixth. 


On enquiry, we learnt that before day 
break, the officer who was deputed to re- 
ceive the annual tribate from the Rajah of 
the Chukwaars; had, by orders from the 
Nabob Ai:verdi, placed four hundred men 
in ambufh, under the high banks of the 
river, near the place of meeting—that the 
prince and the Nabob’s officer Fowzdar 
of Babar, (whofe name we have forgot) 
with their ufual attendants, met at nine of 
the clock; and after the common ceremo- 
nials, and the tribute received, when they 
were juft upon parting; the fignal being 
given, the troops in ambufh rufhed out, 
and furrounding the Rajah and his few 
followers, cut them off, one only excepted ; 
who upon a fleet horfe efcaped, and gave 
the alarm to the city—among thofe killed 
were his principal general officers.——We 
further were informed by the officer who 
had the charge of the boat, that his orders 
were to make the beft of his way to Patza ; 
and lay his freight at the Nadob’s feet; and 
that the head in the bafket by itfelf, was the 
Rajah’s—he added that the Fowzdar with 
his troops were in full march to the city 
Samboo.— This was foon after verified ; for 
we obferved about four in the sagas 

clou 
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cloud of {moke over the city; and the fame 
evening we received thefe other particulars ; 
that on the firft alarm and known fate of 
the Rajah, his wife, the young Begum, thut 
herfelf up with her fon (about a year old) 
and her attendants, and fet fire to her apart- 
ments—that the Nabob’s troops meeting 
with no refiftance, entered the city, plun- 
dered it, and then fet fire to it. 


A body of the Rajah’s troops retired, 
and for fome time difputed the poffeffion 
of the country with the Nabob’s; but the 
Fowzdar being re-inforced from his camp, 
which then lay at Durriapoor ; a thort march 
from Mongheer; the whole country was 
foon reduced, and thefe brave people fub- 
dued. 


Thefe were the exploits that rendered the 
name of Aliverdi Kban a terror to the neigh- 
bouring diftrits; and by fhefe he amafied 
immenfe riches ; part of which he regularly 
remitted to Morfhadabad, to preferve his own 
and brother’s credit with the Soubah; but 
the much greater part he referved, for a pur- 
pofe, he now had in agitation, by the perni- 
cious advice of his brother. 


Whilft Aliverdi Khan was carrying on 
thefe operations to eftablifh his power, 
F 4 Hodjee 
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Hodjee Hamet remained unrivalled in the ad- 
miniftration of the Soubahfhip ; but a trant- 
action which now manifcfted itlelf, opened 
the Soubah’s eyes. 


Aliverdi Khan, forgetful of the duty and 
obligations he owed to his miafter, and 
urged by the continued perfuafions of his 
brother, began about the beginning of the 
year 1736, privately to folicit at court for 
the government of Patna, and the pro- 
vince of Babar, independent of the Soubah 
of Bengal. This negociation, however cau- 
tioufly conducted, came to the knowledge 
of Soujab Khan. Rage on the inftant took 
pofleffion of him. HModjee was difuraced, 
and for fome time imprifoned—but by the 
moft fubmiffive and deceittul letters from 
Aliverdi, and the powerful interceffion of 
the Seraglto, (Ho:djee's never failing refource) 
the minifter was enlarged, and /feemingly 
again taken into favor. 


Aliverdi did not flacken his negociations 
on this difcovery of his treachery; but 
availing himfelf of the favor of his patron 
Kbondoren ; and by well placed confiderable 
bribes, he obtained the latter end of the 
year 1737, a phirmaund and proper fun- 
nods from court, conftituting him indepen- 
dant governor of the province of Babar. , 

This 
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This confirmation of the ingratitude and 
treachery of the two brothers flruck deeply 
to the heart of Sowah Khan. He had, 
however, the refolution and prudence to dif- 
guife his fentiments ; knowing their power 
was too great to be attacked openly ; or ca- 
pable of being reduced by any weapons, but 
thofe of diffimulation and craft, By the af- 
fiftance of thefe, he planned, and was juft 
on the point of executing, a fafe and cer- 
tain revenge on both the brothers; when 
death put a period to his intentions.——It 
is more than probable, that Hdjee, who fill 
preferved his influence in the Seragso, re- 
ceived intimation by this channel of the Sou- 
bah’s defigns ; for his death was fudden, and 
judged to be by poifon. 


His Son Suffraaz Khan immediately fuc- 
ceeded his father in the government of Ben- 
gal and Oriffa as well as in his refentment 
to the brothers, 


Independant power, only increafed the 
bad qualities, which had already taken too 
Geep pofleffion of Sufraaz Khan: his ex- 
cefles in fpirituous liquors and women, 
were beyond controul and example ; his 
infolence and impetuofity of temper be- 
came intolerable to all about him; his 
principal officers were treated with — 

an 
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and indignities : moft of thefe had been dif- 
gufted with the family for the preference 
given to Aliverdi Khan, in the government 
of Patna ; though juffice could not lay this 
charge againit Sufraaz Khan. 


There then refided at his court a Gentoo 
named A/lum Chund, who had been many 
years Dewan to Soujah Khan; by whom ho 
was much revered for his great age, wifdom, 
and faithful fervices. This minifter was 
the only man who had courage and honefty 
enough to attempt reftraining the extrava- 
gances of Suffraaz Khan; a duty he thought 
owing to the memory of his late mafter. 
He accordingly, with the greateft circum- 
fpection and humility, and with tears in 
his eyes, reprefented to him the fatal ten- 
dency of his conduct, which if not changed, 
muft inevitably eftrange the hearts of the 
few remaining friends to his houfe ; and at 
the fame time favour and promote the evil 
defigns of his enemies. 


Sufraaz Khan, initead of profiting by 
this wholefome remonftrance and admoni- 
tion, highly refented his prefump ion; and 
ever after treated him with great indignities 
and contempt; and thereby loft the heart 
of the only man in the provinces, who by 
his fincerity, capacity and authority, was 

capable 


(75) 
capable of counteracting and fruftrating the 
pernicious machinations of Hodjee and his 
brother. 


Though Sufraez Khan did not imme- 
diately degrade Hoajee Hamet from the poft 
of prime minifter ; yet he took every op- 
portunity of fhowing an inveterate hatred 
to him. In public Durbar he commonly 
called him by the appellation of, ‘ His 
** father’s pander,” and treated him with 
fuch infults and indignities, that he feldom 
frequented the Durbar; being ill able to 
brook fuch treatment in a place where he 
had for fo many years been accuftomed to a 
degree of deference and refpect, equal to 
his mafter. Nor is it much to be wondered 
at, that he fhould meditate vengeance, when 
a fair occafion offered : this he was not long 
without; for Sujfraaz Kban’s own folly and 
rafhnefs fupplied him with the means, and 
gave him a nearer, and more encouraging 
profpect, of an event which he for fome 
time paft had in view. 


A few months after Suffraaz Khan came 
to the government, he threw a difgrace on 
Futtuah Chund’s houfe, which laid the foun- 
dation of his precipitate fall. The fad, 
though well known to a few, was only 
whifpered, out of refpec to the power = 

credit 
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credit of that family, which had main- 
tained, even from the reign of uring 
Zcbe, a character of diftinguifhed confide- 
ration; from Furrukslir, Futtuah Chund 
received the title of Saggaut Seet; and 
might be juftly efteemed the greateft ban- 
ker, and moft opulent fubject in the 
world. | 


He had about this time married his 
youngelt grandion, named Seet Mortab 
Roy, to a young creature of exquifite beauty ; 
aced about cleven years. The fame of her 
beauty coming to the cars of the Soubab, 
he burned with curiofity and luft for the 
poffeffion of her; and fending for faggaut 
Seet, demanded a fight of her——The old 
man (then compleat fourfcore) begged and 
intreated, that the Soubah would not ftain 
the honour and credit of his houfe ; nor load 
his laft days with fhame; by perfifting in 
a demand which he knew the principles of 
his caft, forbid a compliznce with. 


Neither’ the tears nor remonftrances of 
the old man had any weight on the Sou- 
bah; who growing outrageous at the refu- 
fal, ordered, in his prefence, his houfe to 
be immediately furrounded with a body of 
horfe; and {wore on the Koran, that if he 


_complied in fending his grand-daughter, 


that 
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that he might only fee ber, he would in- 
ftantly return her without any injury. 


The Seet reduced to this extremity, and 
judging from the Soubah’s known impe-~ 
tuofity, that his perfifting longer in a de- 
nial, would only make his difgrace more 
public, at laft confented; and the young 
creature was carried with the greateft fecre-" 
cy in the night to vifit him. She was re- 
turned the fame night ; and we will fuppofe 
(for the honour of that houfe) uninjured. 
Be this as it may, the violence was of too 
delicate a nature, to permit any future com- 
merce between her and her hufband. 


The indignity was never forgiven by Fag- 
gaut Seet; and that whole powerful family, 
confequently, became inveterate, tho’ con- 
cealed enemies to the Soubah. 


Hedjee Hamet {oon came to the know- 
ledge of this rafh ftep and violence com- 
mitted againft the Sects; he was alfo well 
apprized of Allum Chund’s difguft, and, as 
he was upon a friendly footing with them 
both, he determined to avail himfelf of 
their refentment, and make it fubfervient to 
his own intended vengeance for the repeated 
infults he had received from the Soubah, 
Revenge however was not his fole motive: 


he 
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he was actuated by another, yet more pre- 
valent one, the further aggrandifing his fa- 
mily ; the hopes of which he had hitherto 
only feen at a diftance ; but now thought the 
conjuncture favorable for carrying his long 
projected plan into execution: which was 
to cut off the fon of his late maffer, friend 
and benefactor ; and place his brother A/j- 
verdi Khan in his ftead. 


Hodjee loft no time in procuring a pri- 
vate conference with the difaffected Seets 
and Allum Chund ; in the courfe of which he 
reprefented in the moft lively manner, the 
‘€ oppreffion and extravagant government of 
“© Suffraaz Kban; and that nothing but the 
“© moft deplorable confequences to the pro- 
«© vinces could be expected from fuch an 
“unbridled and tyrannic difpofition 
* that if he already treated with fuch infults 
‘* and contempt, thofe for whom his father 
“had the higheft veneration and friend- 
*¢ fhip—what might not others dread from 
“¢ his future violences ?” He then expati- 
ated on, and with bitter exaggeration painted 
their own particular injuries; which had all 
the effect upon them that he might naturally 
expect or could with. 








He fuffered not their refentment to cool ; 
-but fupported this conference with many 
others ; 
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others,: ‘and the unanimous conclufion of 
the triutpyirate was; “ That none could 
“‘ be fecure in their lives, honour or pro-~ 
“<perty, whilft Suffraaz Kban remained 
<< invefted with the Soubahthip.” ———-Flodjee 
managed the paffions of thefe men with 
fuch art and addrefs in the promotion of 
his own views that they themfelves 
firft propofed, “ his brother diverd# Khan, 
«© as the only one capable of refcuing the 
‘¢ provinces from apparent and _ inevitable 
** ruin. That he fhould be immediately 
«¢ advifed of their fentiments, and intreated 
“to concur with their hopes by preparing 
‘* for a {peedy march into Bengal, to take 
‘* upon him the government.” 








Hodjee, with expreffions of gratitude for 
their favourable opinion of his brother, con- 
fented to their propofal with a well diffem- 
bled reluctance ; declaring ‘* nothing but the 
«* neceflity of the time, and the peril of the 
‘‘ country could have influenced him to 
‘€ meditate aught againft the fon of his late 
‘© matter.” 


It being objected by Faggaut Sect, that 
an intercourfe by letter with Aiverdi was 
liable to accident and difcovery; it was on 
further deliberation refolved, that Hodjce 
fhould repair to Patna, where he could better 
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inferm his brother of the ftatd<of -things, 
and benefit him by his council at this criti- 
cal period: but as his fudden and private re- 
treat from court would raife a fufpicion in 
the Soubah, that fomething was in agitation 
againft him, Alum Chuid and faggaut Seet 
engaged to make his departure an a& of the 
Soubah’s own weaknefs, 


The plan of operations being thus agreed 
on, their next flep was to engage in the 
confpiracy the Soubah’s Tope Khonnah De- 
rogher (or mafter of his ordnance) with 
feveral other difaffected officers, which was 
very foon accomplithed. It was a faying 
of a great and brave king, ‘* that one drop 
‘* of honcy caught and engaged more flies, 
‘¢than a ton of vinegar.” uffraaz Khan 
in place of fweetnefs of difpofition and af- 
fability, unhappily fubftituted a morofe, 
fevere and infolent carriage to all around 
him: which (at this moft important junc- 
ture) left him not more than two or three 
officers of any confideration, who bore the 
leaft attachment to his perfon, family, or go- 
vernment, 





Matters becoming thus ripe for execu- 
tion ; Hodjee began to grow impatient for an 
interview with his brother; and urged the 

promife 
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promife made to him by /um Chund and 


Faggaut Seet, of procuring his difmiffion 
from the capital. 


Thefe embraced the firft opportunity, 
when the Soubah was, according to cuftom, 
reviling Lfodjce (then abfent) in publick Dur- 
bar ; to reprefcnt to him, ° that it was a dif- 
“¢ grace to his court the fuflering Hodjce to 
“© apocar there, c nfidering the infamous em- 
‘s ploy he bore under his father. Drive 
‘‘ him (continued they) frem your prefence, 
‘‘ court end city; and let him go to his 
“ungrateful brother.” This council being 
echoed and applauded by the Tope Kbonnab 
Derozler, and others in the confederacy : 
the unwary Soubah inftantly fent an order 
to Hodjee Humet to quit the provinces ; who, 
not thinking it prudent to wait for a fecond 
order, depated witLout delay ; and made the 
beft of his way to Patna, where in a few 


days he arrived with fome of his faithful at- 
tendafts. 





Sufraaz Knan, by this falfe ftep, depriv- 
ed himfelf of the great fecurity he had in 
his hands; for the good behaviour of /- 
verdi Khan, whofe ambition, he had caufe 
enough to think, would not fiop with the 
Nabobfhip of Patna; depended upon the 
detention of Hodjce. 
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On Hoajee’s arrival at Patna, he painted 
the whole conduct of the Soubah in the 
moft hideous colours: he employed his 
whole ert and eloquence in the exaggera- 
tion of the indignities himfelf had en- 
dured: he told his brother that he might 
reft affured ‘* Suffraaz Kban could never 
‘forget, nor forgive his obtaining the go- 
‘“vernment of Babar, independant of the 
** Soubahthip, whereby fo large a portion 
“of the revenues was lopt from himfelf 
‘‘and family: that he was from good au- 
‘ thority convinced, the Soubah only wait- 
“©ed a favourable occafion to cut him off, 
‘‘ and feize and reunite his government to 
“the Soubabfhip ; to which purpofe he 
‘‘knew he had forwarded difpatches to 
‘“‘ court—That he had gone too far to ftop ; 
“that Sufraaz Khan was univerfally de- 
‘“‘tefted in the provinces; and finally that 
‘no fecurity for himfelf and family remain- 
‘ed, but in affuming the whole Soubah- 
‘‘ dary, which he might do with very little 
‘¢ difficulty.” 


Hodjee then opened to his brother, the 
progrefs he had made in this neceffary ftep 
below; recited the feveral conferences he 
had with the Scets and Allum Chund, and 
the refult of their deliberations ; recounting 

at 
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at the fame time the names of the Soubah’s 
officers, who had declared themfelves wholly 
devoted to his promotion to the throne. 


It was faid; Ahverd? expreffed much 
compunction on this overture’s being firft 
made to him, to difpoffefs the fon of his 
mafter and benefaGtor : but if we form our 
conclufion from his éfions, both antece- 
dent and fubfequent to his period, we fhall 
have no foundation to encourage our belief 
in that report: for if he really had at firft 
any fcruples to combat with ; it is certain 
Ke very foon fubdued them, and determined 
to march into Bengal; of which, full advice 
was immediately difpatched to their confe- 
dérate friends there. 


It was however thought eligible, that 
Suffraaz Khan fhould be lulled into fecuri- 
ty; to which end, Aderd? (at the time he 
was levying additional troops) wrote the 
moft fubmiffive letter to him, “ affuring 
“him he was as much the flave of his 
‘“ houfe, as he was in the time of his 
*‘ father: humbly intreating his permiffion 
-* to throw himfelf at his feet, and plead 
*¢ the caufe of his unfortunate brother ; 
_*© who, he had with grief learned, had in- 
curred his difpleafure; hoping by his 
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'¢ nerfonal fupplications, his unhappy bro- 
‘(ther would be reftored to the Soubah’s 
«© fayor *,” 


He departed from Patna the latter end 
of the year 1741, at the head of about 
30,000 horfe and foot ; leaving his brether 
Hodjre Ilamet, his Niab, or deputy gover- 
nor of Babar. We will leave Aliverdi on 
his march, and return to the court of the 
Soubah. 


Suffraaz Kkan had fill about his perfon 
three officers of diftin@tion, that remained 
faithful to his interett though from dif- 
ferent motives: their names were Mu/ffat 
Khooli Khan, Goas Khan, and Banteer Al 
Kban; (more commonly known by the 
name of Baaker Alt Khan.) The firft, was 
married to a fifter of the Soubah, and ap- 
pointed Nabob of Oriffa; for which go- 
vernment he was in a few days to fet out, 
with a fmall body of troops. His in-~ 
tereft connected him firmly to the Soubah, 
on whofe well being his own fortunes de- 
pended. 








* This was the fpecious pretext publickly avowed 
for Aiverdi’s march into Bengal, which he began foon 
after the difpatch of the above letter, and before he 
cou d poffibly re.eive any reply to it. 

The 
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The othertwo had been proved faithful 
fervants to Soujab Khan; and were attached 
to the prefent Soubah, more from princi- 
ples of gratitude, honor, and affection to 
the memory of their old mafter, than to 
any, love they could poffibly bear to him- 
{elf-they fupported the character of brave 
officers; were in confiderable commands 
under the Vice-roy; and, in truth, were the 
only perfons in his court, for whom he ob- 
ferved the leaft refpect or regard, 


Thefe officers, after the departure of 
Hodjee, had received imperfect intelligence 
of the frequent mectings of Hodjee, Fag- 
gout Seet, and Allum Chund; which they 
ventured to communicate to the Vice-roy: 
Intimuting, at the fame time, their opinion 
or fentiments, that {uch meetings, compofed 
of perfons, which they feared were difaffect- 
ed to his government, called for his atten- 
tion ; and advifed the immediate feizure of 
the Seets, Allum Chund, and the command- 
ing officer of the artillery. But Sufraaz 
Khan, doomed to deftruétion, hearkened not 
to thefe faithful admonitions, which he treat- 
ed as idle apprehenfions, without any real 
foundation ; thinking them friendly endea- 
vours only, to draw him from his pleafures ; 
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which the? fuithful monitors had before at- 


tempted, but in vain. 


By this fatal delufion, the Soubah loft the 
only opportunity of exerting that power 
which mizht have faved him from approach- 
ing ruin: for the bold ftep advifed by Goas 
and Baaker Khans, of {izing thofe heads of 
the con‘piracy, would hav¢ {truck terror into 
the whole party ; and effectually put a ftop 
to Aliverdi’s intended inv.fion ; and probably 
a period alfo to his hopes. 


Aliverdi Khan followed the letter he 
wrote the Soubah, with fuch expedition ; 
that he gaincd the pafs of Siclygully ; and 
entered Bengal before the leaft ititin ation of 
his departure from Patna had reached the 
court of the Soubah. 


The pafs of Séclygully divides the pro- 
vinccs of Bengal and Eahar; is of confi- 
derable length, and only about ten to 
twelve feet wide; fituate on the top of a 
mountain, with a fteep afcent both ways. 
The courfe of the pafs is North and South ; 
flanked to the Weflward by an impenetrable 
wood; and to the Eefward by the prin- 
cipal branch of the river Ganges. ‘Thus 
circumftanced it was capable of being de- 

fended 
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fended by a {mall number of men; but it 
was left unguarded by the infatuated Sz/- 
jraez Khan; and without any defence at 


all. 


Aliverdi knew the importance of this 
pafs; and therefore determined, by forced 
marches, to gain the poffeffion of it, before 
it could poffibly be put in a {tate of de- 
fence fufficient to oppofe his entrance into 
Bengal. This he accomplifhed as above, and 
found it neceflary to halt for fome days to 
refreth his fatigued troops. 


On the firft advice that the Nabob of Patna 
had paffed Szclygully, the court of the Soubah 
was {truck with the deepeft confternation ; 
every one feeing further into the confequen- 
ces of his approach, than the unhappy and 
fhort-fighted Sufraaz Khan: who having, 
at firft, no conception, that A/verdZ was at 
the head of an army; expreffed only high 
rage and refentment at his daring to enter 
the province without his permiffion.—But 
when, foon after, Geas and Baaker Khans 
informed him of the number of troops he 
had with him and that they were con- 
vinced (by intelligence from {pies they had 
placed near his perfon) the defign ot /r- 
verdi was to depofe him; it is impoffi- 
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ble to paint hs fury. He immediately 
fent for Yagzut Seet, and Allum Chund 
and demanded of them; how they dared 
fulicr fuch a body of troops to enter the 
province, wihwut giving early notice of 
it? averring that he knew fuch a ftep was 
not taken witnout their privacy and coun- 


{cl. 





The accufed, who expeéted this attack, 
came pre. ared ; having previoufly concerted 
their teplus, Icft they fhould have been 
feparately ccamined They fuffered the 
Soubah’s rage to experd itteif in words, 
and then fubmiffively cffvred him ‘ That 
‘had there been the tmallet foundation 
‘ for the belief of the reports falfly fpread 
“of Aliverdi Khan, they would have been 
"the firft of his flaves to advife him of 
‘his danger.—That the forces of dlverd? 
‘© were greatly ¢xaggerated by fome evil 
“minded peunle near the Soubah’s perfon, 
“who were declared eremies to Hodyee’s 
« houte. That sbeir intelligence (on 
‘© which they could depeni) faid, he was 
‘‘ only accompanied by his common at- 
tendants, and a fmall guard to defend 
‘‘him againit the petty Rajahs, and free- 
 booters of the mountains.———That they 
‘were themielves perfectly fatisfied, the 

“ conduct 
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¢ conduct of Averd/ was greatly mifie- 
‘ »refented; and that his only defign was 
“<< to throw himfelf at the Soubah’s feet, 
«* and plead the caufe or his unhappy dii- 
** graced brother Hodjee Tamet. 


Tocorroborate this {pecious and deceit- 
ful harangue, they each produced lette.s 
from Aliverd?, and from other feemingly in- 
different perfons in his train, calculated pur- 
pofely to fupport the deceptions; which 
being compared with others, wrote to the 
Soubah’ from Siclvgully, he was thercby 
again lulled into a ftupid fccurity ; and was 
influenced fo far by the combined traitors, 
as to cenfure Goas Khan, and Baaker Al: 
Khan ; as aiming to ftir up troubles and a 
war in the province, that they might bene- 
fit themfelves in the confufion. 


We left Alverdi Khan to the Southward 
of Siclygully pafs, halting to refrefh his 
troops after their fatiguing march. Here 
he met with an impediment, that was well 


nigh making his whole fcheme prove 
abortive, 





His principal Jemmautdaars, officers and 
foldiers, had been promifed four months ad- 
vanced pay, (befides their old arrears) and 

a gra~ 


( 9° ) 

a gratuity of three Lacs of Rupees, as foon 
as they entered the province of Bengal.— 
The Jemmautdaars, in a body, prefented 
themfelves before the Nabob; and demand- 
ed the promifed pay and gratuity for them- 
felves and their people; declaring if it was 
with-held from them, they would not march 
a foot further. 


Thisdemand threw A/verdi into the ut- 
moft perplexity, as knowing his inability 
to comply with it, For, what with the 
large bribes remitted to De/by, for the pur- 
chafe of his independant government of Ba- 
bar; and what with other confiderable fums 
juft difburfed, to corrupt and keep firm the 
‘eel officers in the fervice of the Sou- 

ah; his coffers were drained, and at a 
very low ebb. 


However, without difcovering the dif- 
ficulty he was under, he with his ufual 
dignity, and voice of authority, ‘“ order- 
‘s ed them to withdraw, and wait without, 
‘s and they fhould be fatisfied.” Then 
calling a private Durbar, confifting of his 
Dewan Chinkumunny, and a few of his 
chief confidants, he informed them of 
the demand of his Jemmautdaars, and re- 
prefented in lively colours, ‘* the rifque 
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** himfelf and they ran, of being deliver- 
‘ ed up to Sufraaz Khan, unlefs fome 
‘ expedient was devifed to raife to the 
‘s amount of three Lacs, with which he 
‘© doubted not to quict them for the pre- 
«¢ fent.” To this the Dewan replied, the 
whole fum in his hands did not exceed 
45-00 Rupees; and that he knew of no 
means of raifing more. 





This unfavourable report of the Dewan, 
proved a fevere fhock to <Alverd? and his 
adherents.—Various alternatives were (as 
ufual in thefe cafes) propofed, without any 
having the appearance of fucceeding: 
amongft the reft, it was ftrenuoufly urged 
by the Dewan, that an exprefs fhould be 
fent to “Saggaut Seet ; but this was oppofed 
by the Nabob,—who afferted, ‘* fuch a de- 
<¢ lay would prove fatal to the whole en- 
“* terprize.”—And he was juft on the point 
‘of refolving to retreat with thofe troops he 
could depend on; when the evil genius of 
Suffraaz Khan, in the perfon of one of 
Aliverd?’s followers, conciliated all m :tters 
by adevice, which merits being particular- 
ly recited. 


There were two brothers, merchants of 
Patna, well known by the names of Omy 
Chund, 
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Chund, and Diep Chund: the former of thefe 
now attended the camp, and was generally 
of Aliverdi’s private councils ; and much in 
his confidence. 


One of the occupations of this Omy 
Chund was, to advance occafionally ready 
money to the officers and foldiers at a very 
high premium; this is an allowed practice 
in all Eaftern camps, and poffibly, at leaft 
for aught we know, it may be the practice 
in the Weftern alfo——however the great~ 
nefs of the rifque certainly juftifies the large- 
nefsof the premium ; for the repayment not 
only desend upon the lives of the borrowers, 
but alfo upon their fuccefs, 


Omy Chund had brought with him only 
20,000 rupees, for this game at hazard: 
he defired the Nabob would order his De- 
wan to pay him immediately the 45,000 ru- 
pees, which were in his hands ; which being 
complied with, he inftructed the Nabob, 
“ To call in the Jemmautdaars—and 
“‘ order them to bring in an account of 
* their re{peCtive claims, and to tell them 
« that he would give them draughts on 
““ Omy Chund; taking care to give billets 
‘* firft to thofe who had the {malleft fums to 
“ seceive; and that in the clofe of the 

“* evening 
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*¢ evening he fhould (on pretence of freth 
‘ intelligence by his fpies that Sufraaz 
«© Kban was in full march towards him) 
“© caufe the Nodut to be beat, and iffue his 
** orders for engaging the enemy early in the 
‘¢ morning, and leave the reft to him.” 


The Jemmautdaars were called and or- 
dered to bring in their claims, which they 
did in lefs than an hour: for they generally 
have them ready made up on a {crap of 
paper, which they conceal either in their 
girdle or turband. When all the claims were 
laid before the Nabob—he ordered his De- 
wan to give them billets upon Omy Chund; 
the Dewan, according to private inftruc- 
tions, made what delay he could, not to oc- 
cafion fufpicion; and gave thofe firft who 
had the leaft to receive. 


When the Jemmautdaars tendered their 
billets to Omy Chund, he paid feveral of the 
leaft confiderable fums readily, and without 
any deductions: then, as he had accounts 
to fettle with moft of them, he prolonged 
the time by many artful blunders and de- 
figned errors, until the day was far fpent, 
and not more than one eighth part of their 
accounts was adjufled. Then excufing him- 
felf on account of the great fatigue he had 
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undergone, he deferred the further payments 
until the next morning. 


As foon as the day clofed, Afiv-rd? or- 
dered the Nobut to be beat; and iffued out 
his commands to his femmautdaars tu hold 
themfelves in readinefs for engaging the next 
day ; telling them that Sufraaz Khan’s army 
was not far diftant. 


This unexpected alarm had the effeé, 
‘which Omy Chund had forefeen: thofe who 
had received the amount of their billets, in 
all hafte returned it into his cuftody ; and 
the others depofited their billets in his hands, 
In the morning the Nabob refumed his 
match; took the rout to Mor/hadabad, and 
kept up the alarm and expectance of a battle; 
until he, in reality, encountered the Soubah ; 
to whom we once again return. 


Baaker Ali Kian and Goas Khaz, receiv- 
ing hourly intelligence from their fpies of 
Aliverd?s motions, and the number of his 
forces, had {till the courage to reprefent to 
the Soubah, the danger his perfon and go- 
vernment were in—and humbly befoughte 
him, “to provide for fafety whilft in his 
«“ power;" urging “that if the defigns 
«© of diiverdi were honourable, the moft 
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“€ eligible way to preferve him in thofe 
‘* fentiments, was to let him fee he was 
*¢ in a condition and pofture to oppofe and 
‘© crofh him. That if on the contrary the 
¢¢ defigns of /iverd? were aimed againft 
the government; his fupine conduct muft 
inevitably fecure his fuccefs. ‘That from 
the face of their intelligence, and the 
whole procedure of Afverd?, they had 
no room to doubt the wickednefs of his 
intentions.” 
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Thefe remonftrances joined to advices 
the Soubah had himfelf received of the 
real number of Alverdz’s troops, at laft 
roufed him from his ftupor ; and he direct- 
ly ordered his Jemmautdaars and forces to 
take the field, and rendezvous in the plains 
of Gyria, about three miles to the North 
of Morfhadabad; himfelf following the next 
morning. He had hardly time to marfhal 
his troops in ord:r of battle, when A/iver- 
dfs army appeared. 


Their forces were nearly equal; each about 
30,000 men; 20,000 foot, and 10,000 
horfe. Suffraaz Khan had twenty pieces 
of artillery, from twelve to fix and four 
pounders: 4/iverd? had none. 


Suffraas 
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Suffraaz Kban planted his cannon in his 
front; with ftriét orders not to fire, until 
the enemy advanced within half mufket 
fhot ; for confiding on his artillery, he reft- 
ed fecure of victory—Aliverd? ordered bis 
troops to receive the difcharge of the can- 
non, and then to rush in upon the Soubah’s 
army {wordin hand. He iffued thefe or- 
ders with great fecurity; for he and his 
troops knew that by the treachery of the 
Tope Kbonnab Droger, the cannon were load- 
ed with powder only. Fle alfo iffued his 
inftructions to his officers, to regard nothing 
but attacking thofe pofls, which were com- 
manded by Mufar Khoolf Khan, Baaker Alt 
Khan, and Goes Klan: wll knowing that 
nene cf the Sovbah’s troops or officers would 
engage, but thofe which were immediately 
under their command. 


When the e:gagement began, all but 
five or fix thoufand of the Soubah's troops 
ftcod idie fpectators of the battle. 4/:verd?’s 
beft troops advanced without the leaft ap- 
prehenfion ; itood the difcharge of artillery ; 
and vigoroufly attacking the divifion of 
Baaker Ah Khan, (behind which the Sou- 
bah was ftationed) they were twice repulfed 
with much flaughter: but Baaker Ali's 
troops being over-powered by frefh _ 

ers, 


| (97 ) 
bers; this brave man was killed; and moft 
of his party cut to pieces. 


Goas Khan penetrating to the center of 
the enemy, with a few brave followers, 
was near killing A/verd? with his own hand ; 
when Sedun Hazzaary, commander of his 
Burkundaffes, interpofed and faved him; 
obliging Goes Khan to retire with his com- 
mand; who, foon after being furrounded 
by Aliverdé’s troops, and difdaining to re- 
Ceive quarter, were to a man killed. 


Muffet Khooli Kban, and the troops under 
his command, for fome time exerted them- 
felves with great courage and fidelity in de- 
fence of the Soubah’s perfon; who being 
now, for the firft time, informed of the 
treachery of the Zope Kh:nnab Droger, and 
the defection and perfidy of moft of his offi- 
cers and troops; and that he was betrayed 
on all hands; and learning alfo the fate of 
his two faithful gencrals ——~he ordered 
‘© Muffat Kbocli Kban to retire from the bat- 
““tle; to make the beft retreat he could to 
“* Cuttack; and fave, if poffible, the pro- 
“vince of Oriffa from the traytur and 
“ ufurper Aliverdi;” telling him “ he faw 
“jt was vain for him alone to attempt 
‘s ftemming the current of his adverfe fcr- 
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“tune.” Muffat Khooli Khan obeyed, and 
with a {mall faithful party retired, and elud- 
ed the purfuit of the enemy. 


The Soubah, thus abandoned, determined, 
it fhould 1eem, to efface by a glorious death 
the remembrance of his inglorious life 
At this juncture it was, that the leader of 
his elephant prop: fed to him to return to 
the capital, ‘* telling him that he would en- 
“page, on the forfeiture of his head, to 
‘‘ convey him fafe thither, where he had 
“fill fume friends that would be able to 
‘«simake a ftand for him;” but he nobly 
replied, “ It never fhould be faid that Su/- 
“ fraaz Ktan fled from rebels and traytors.” 
He then crdered him to plunge into the 
trickeft of the enemy; where, with a few 
of his guards, that ftill remained ftesdy to 
him, he for fome time maintained an obfti- 
nate enyagement like an enraged lion 
he fought to a degree of defperation: it 
was ‘faid he emptied a whole quiver of ar- 
rows; and difcharged more than a dozen 
javelins ; belijes the execution he did with 
the fire arms he had with him, on the ele- 
phant. But at laft being weary with flaugh- 
ter, and not able eny longer to lift an arm, 
a period w s put to his life and fortune, by 
a mulket ball from a diftance; faid to be 
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difcharged by one of his own people. With 
thi, wound he fell dead from his elephant ; 
and with his death the conteft ceafed.——. 


Thus fell the fon of Scujah Khan, tel- 
tifying by his exit from lite, that he pof- 
feffed a foul capable of producing great ac- 
tions, had the foil been early and properly 


cultivated, 


Aliverdi Kkan poffefied himfelf of the late Aare 

Soubah’s tent and baggage; the plunder of 17+? 
which, amounting to between nine and ten 
lacs of rrpees, he be!owed upon his prin- 
cipal officers and foldiers—Fle received Suf- 
Jraaz Khan's peifidicus officers and foldiers 
into his fervice ; and marching to the capi- 
tal, entered it without :cfflance through the 
acclamations of the people. Proc eding to 
the palace, he fated himfclf upon the 
Muztnud, and received the {ubmiffion of the 
Rajahs, Jommautdaais, and other great of- 
ficers, who acknowledgcd and faluted him 
Soubah of the Three provinces. 


The fate of one of the thiee principal 
confpirators, having fomething remarkable 
in it, calls for our particular me..tion.—— 
Allun Chund returned from the invefting 
Aliver dé to his own houle; and being bit- 
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terly reproached by his wife, for his per- 
fidy and treafon to the fon of his prince 
and mafter, and predicting ‘‘ that he would 
“ fhortly receive from the ufurper the re- 
“ ward due to every ftraytor,” he was 
thereby fo much affected, that he fwallow- 
ed diamond powder, and in a few hours ex- 
pired. 


Aliverdi Khan entertaining no favourable 
opinion of the military prowefs and capa- 
city of the Bengal foldiery ; and having fo 
very lately {een a glaring proof of their na- 
tural perfidy, as well as cowardice, in the 
unhappy fall of his predeceffor ; determined 
to put no truft or confidence in them: and 
in order to guard again{ft their treachery, 
which he knew might be eafily purchafed 
againft him, as it had been for him, he en- 
tertained immediately in his fervice a felect 
body of three thoufand Patans, with their 
commander Muffapha Khan, a foldier of 
fortune ; who about this time arrived in 
Bengal with recommendatory letters from 
court. He bore the character of a confum- 
mate general; and his fubfequent ations 
verified the rcport—Thefe new troops the 
Soubah kept always on duty near his per- 
fon; and their chief was admitted to his 
councils and favour. 

His 
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His next ftep was to difplace all officers, 
throughout the provinces, that he had rea- 
fon to think retained any affection to the 
Jate Soubah’s houfe : and when he thought 
himfelf fecure againft all attempts that 
might endanger his newly acquired govern- 
ment, he appointed a Niab pro tempore, for 
the government of Babar and its capital ; 
and recalled his brother Hodjee Hamet, that 
he might benefit him(elf of his counfel, and 
affiftance, in his arduous ftuation. 


Hodjee being arrived, al] matters were de- 
bated and concerted relative to the govern- 
ment of the provinces. Hodjee was invefted 
with the government of Morfhadabad, in 
the abfence of his brother; who without 
delay took the field, and directed his rout 
towards Oriffa, on the thirtieth of March, 
1742*.——We will leave the Soubah on his 
march, and for a few minutes attend on the 
Nabob of Or1//a. 


This fugitive, and unfortunate brother-in- 
law to the late Soubah, (with whom I was 


* Suffraaz Khan’s defeat and death was on the 
twenty-cight of January, 1741-2, and not on the 
thirtieth of Adarch, 1742, as the author of the Reflec- 
tions erroneqnfly fays, confounding the date of one 
g¢vent with another. 
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jatimately acquainted) efcaped from the 
battle with a few followers, as before re- 
cited, He in a few days reached the ca- 
pital of Oriffa, where many of the friends 
of Suffraaz Khan's houfe reforted to him: 
he made fome attempts to fortify, and enlift 
troops for the defence cf the place: but 
being ill fupplied with cannon and ammu- 
nition, and receiving certain intelligence of 
the ufurper’s approach, with a very fupe- 
riour force to his own ; he thought it pru- 
dent to provide for his own fafety, by re- 
treating out of the province with his family, 
He left Kuttack four days before the Sou- 
bah’s van-guard reached it; and found an 


afylum in the Deccan, under Nizzam Al 
Mulk. 


Kuttack opened its gates to the Ufurper ; 
but he had {carcely fettl.d the government of 
Orifj2, when he was alarmed with the news, 
that an army of 80,000 Mabarattor horfe had 
entered the province of Bengal, by a paflage 
over the Brerbobeen hills; and hud already 
penetrated into the Burdowaan country. 


The Ufurper received this unexpected 
fhock with manifeit aftonifhment: he im- 
mediately faw, not only his retreat, but 
every communication with his brother and 


his 
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his capital cut off. In this dilemma we 
will leave him for'a while, and inveftigate 
as. well the caufes of this invafion, as con- 
vey fome idea of the people called Maha- 
rattors; who for a few years laft paft, have 
been as much the dread and terror of the 
Eaft, as the Goths and Vandals of old were 
of the Weft: with this effential difference 
however in their charaters, that whereas 
thefé were the barbarous invaders of the 
rights and property of others ; ¢hofe are mak- 
ing juftifiable efforts to recover :bat, which 
their anceftors had been, for ages, in peace- 
able and juft poff-ffion of. 


When the Empire of Indoffan was invad- 
ed; and, in part, conquered by the Mo- 
gul Tartars, about the beginning of the 
fifteenth century ; many of the Rajahs, or 
Hindoo princes of the country, fubmitted 
with little oppofition to the invaders, on 
condition of holding their lands and princi- 
palities, paying a ftipulated annual tribute. 
But others of them, difdaining this tribu- 
tary ftate of flavery, retired to the fonth- 
ward ; and poffefling themfelves of the moft 
fouthern parts of Deccan, they remained 
unmolefted, until about the year 1654; the 
latter end of the reign of the Emperor S4aw 
Sfebawn. 
II 4 His 
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His third fon Auring Zebe, being at that 
period Soubah of the Deccan, (or fovth) 
made a fruitlefs attempt on Golconda; in- 
{tigated thereto by Méir “femla, who re- 
volted to him from the then reigning Ra- 
jah of that famous city, and the adjoining 
country. 


Auring Zebe, fucceeding to the throne 
of Indofian, in the year 16593 purfued by 
his Generals his former defigns againft the 
independant Rajahs, on the coaft of Cor- 
mandel , being guided chiefly by the counfel 
and inftractions of Mézr ‘femla; by whofe 
valour Golconda was reduced ; and the whole 
coaft fubdued, from Ganjam to Colerocn ti- 
ver, that is, from the latitude of 11°. 40%. 
to 19°. 30. north. 


The other promontory of India, called 
the coaft of Mallabar, from the borders of 
the province of Guzerat to cape Comorin, 
was never conquered by the Mogul Em- 
perors: but the independant poffeffion of it 
was maintained by various Rajahs; the chief 
of whom was the Rajah of Sittarab. 


To ¢thefe independant princes, the dif- 
treiled and ditpoffefled Rajahs of Corman- 
al applied for fuccour. ‘dey, alarmed at 
the 
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the rapid progrefs of the Mogul arms, im- 
mediately united themfelves under the ban- 
ners of the Rajah of Sittarab. 


Thefe united princes and people, are thofe 
which are known by the general name of 
‘Mabarattors ; a word compounded of Rat- 
tor and Maabab: the firft being the name 
of a particular Raazpoot (or Rojpoot) tribe; 
and the latter, fignifying great or mighty ; 
(as explained by Mr. Frafer) a term we 
have had occafion to make ufe of before; 
and frequently fhall again. 


The acquifitions thus gained to the Em- 
pire, by the Generals of Auring Zebe, coft 
fo much blood and treafure, that the dia- 
mond mines of Golconda hardly proved an 
equivalent: for the confederate princes 
made fuch vigorous efforts to regain what 
they had loft, as obliged during Zebe 
to keep up fo large an armament, that 
the expence of preferving his new conqueft 
exceeded the whole revenues acquired by 
it. The glorious vanity, however, of hav- 
in carried his conquefts of this Empire 
further than any of his predeceffors, deter- 
mined him not to abandon them; until 
finding at laft, he fhould rifque the lofs of 
the whole, he began to meditate coming 
. . to 
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to a treaty with them: which refolution 
was haftened by feveral bold attacks, made 
on different parts of his dominions by the 
Mabarattors at the fame time. On the 
fide of his new fouthern acquifitions, they 
carried fire and {word fometimes into the 
province of Dewlatabad; and attacked the 
capital Auringabad ; and from Sittarab they 
penetrated through the pzovince of Guzerat; 
and fometimes alarmed even the court of 
Delly; ftriking a panick wherever they 
came. 





Aurirg Zcbe, {ecing, at length, no prof- 
pect of extending his conquefts farther 
over thefe intrepid natives; thought it a 
wile meafure to fecare, and keep, if pof- 
fible, what he had got. To this end, he 
entered into a tieaty with the confeder.te 
Rajahs ; and by a fecret valuable confider- 
ation given to the Seboo Rajah, King of 
Sittarah, a peace was concluded between 
them cn the following terms. ‘* That 
‘© Auring Zebe fhould remain in quiet 
a soft ion of his fouthern conquefts as 
‘s far as the river Coleroon, before mention- 
‘s ed, and the port of Surat; and that in 
© lieu thereof, the Mabaerattors fhould re- 
<¢ ceive, and be intitled to, for ever, a 
$ Chout (that is, the fourth part) of the 

“© reve- 
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f revenues of Deccen;’ to which Scubab- 
frip, thefe new fouthern conquefts were an- 
nexed by the Emperor. 


Thus a period was put to a war, that had 
chiefly employed the attention of near two 
thirds of Auring Zebe’s \ong and fortunate 
reign; by which, fo important an addition 
of territory and revenue was obtained, that 
had it been duly and honeftly govern- 
ed and adminiftied; and the treaty kept 
inviolate on both fides, would have yielded 
a perpetual fource of riches to all fucceed- 


ing Emperors, on every emergency of the 
fate. 


As long as Auring Zebe lived, the Choiit 
was duely paid to the Mabarattors; but on 
his deceafe the treaty began to be infring- 
ed, though it fuffered no open rupture un- 
til the death of Shaw Allum; whcn the 
Empire falling into a ftate of univerfal con- 
fufion, (by the contentions that arofe be- 
tween his fons for the fucceflion to the 
throne, and by the fubfequent diftractions 
during the defpoticayranny of the Seyd:) 


little regard was paid to it, on the part of the 
government. 


Things being in this fituation, the Maha- 
attors determined to pay themfelves ; by 


making 
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making incurfions on different fides of the 
Empire ; and laying the city of Surat under 
contribution : in which warfare they met 
with fuch fuccefs from the continued pufil- 
Janimity and diftraction of the government, 
that at length, they extended their claim and 
demand, from the ftipulated Chott of the 
revenues of the Deccan; toa Chiét of the 
whole revenues of the Empire. 


However, when Mahommed Shaw, by the 
overthrow of the Seyds, arrived to the fe- 
cure poffeffion of the throne, Anno 1719; 
fome check was put to their invafion ; and 
terms of accommodation being madeto them, 
they for fome years acquiefced in the terms 
of Auring Zebe’s treaty; and annually re- 
ceived the Choiit of the revenues of the 
Deccan, by their agents out of the royal 
treafury at Delby ; long after thefe revenues 
had loft their way ta court, by the ufurpa- 
tion and independance of the traytor Nizane 
al Mulk, 


In the year 1740, the deputies of the 
King of Sittarab, atriged as ufual at Deldy 
to receive the Chout ; when they were given 
to underftand by the Mogu?’s miniftry, “‘ That 
“© Nadir Shaw had lately fo exhaufted the 
‘* treafury, that the Emperor was rendered 

6 ** utterly 
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utterly incapable of fatisfying their de- 
mands: the more efpecially, as the reve- 
nues of the Bengal provinces had been 
witheld from the year 1738, by the rebel- 
lion of Aliverdi Khan; who in conjunétion 
withhis brother Hoajee Hamet, had ufurp- 
ed the government of that Soubahdary : 
they requefting at the fame time that the 
deputies would intreat their mafter in the 
Emperor's name, to fend an army of fuf- 
ficient force to exact the amount of the 
Crottt, that was due to them; and alfo to 
take the heads of A/verd? and his bro- 
ther; and reftore the family Scujah Khan 
to the Soubahfhip ; as the then diftraéted 
{tate of the Empire put it out cf his power 
** to fend a force, ftrong enough, to reduce 
«© the two rebels.” 


ea ww» 7A awa & weve an & 8 & & 
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With this anfwer, and adiual powers from 
the Emperor, the deputies departed for Sit- 
tarab.—A fa& that fully contutes the affer- 
tion of Afiverd?’s having received a Phir- 
maund, confirming him in the government ; 
as was publifhed by beat of drum, and in- 
duftrioufly circulated by the Seefs the latter 
end of the year 1739 *. 


The 


* Aliverdi is reported to have fat in ftate a whole 
day to receive the dham Phirmaund, with the ufual ccre- 
monials 
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The Mabaraticr dcputies arriving at Sit- 
tarab, reported the refult of their deputa- 
tion, ard the Emperor’s requeft. The 
King of Sittarab did not ruminate long 
what refolution to take: he now had ob- 
tained a juftifiable plea to attack the Mo- 
gul’s dominions with his own confent; 
therefore, without lofs of time, he ordered an 
army of 80,¢00 hoife to take the field, and 
march into Bengal; under the command of 
Bofthar Pundit, a general of fome repu- 
tation, and favorite of the Seloo Rajah 
King of Sittarab. This general, and army, 
we leftin the Burdomaan country between 
the ufurper and his capital; to whom we 


monials on fuch occafions; but this is a farce that has 
been fnve played in fume pirts of the province of 
Bengal, and \aughed at, as much as it was then.—For 
the Sects could always cook up a Phirmaund from court 
whenever it was wanted. That A.uverdi was never 
confirmed io the government by areal Phirmaund, is a 
fa&t that admits of no doubt; and it is well known, 
that fo late as Fune, Anno 1750, the Vizir Monfcor Ait 
Khan, (tather of Soujah Doulat, the prefeat Soubah 
of Oude) was advanced at the head of 100,00 horfe, 
within eight days march of Patna, purpofely to reftore 
thefe fo long difmembered provinces to the Empire, and 
punifh the afurper :—but differences arifing berween the 
young Emperor Amet Shaw (fon and fucceflor to Ma- 
bommed Shaw) and Rajah ‘feet Sinz, the Vizir was 
recalled from this fervice ; or, as others more probably 
faid, his retreat was bought off by /verdi, at the price 
of fifty Lac of Rupees. 

muft 
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muft again return ; and point out the errors 
that drew him into the perilous tituation 
and dilemma we left him in, before we 
fhew how bravely he extricated hinflf 
from it. 


Some fhort time before he departed 
from Morfbadabad, a flight rumour pre- 
vailed of the intended invafion of the Ma- 
barattors; to which no credit was piven, 
either by the ufurper or his brother, But 
flight as the report was, it ought to have 
merited their attention at a juncture when 
he was departing with all the ftreneth of 
the provinces to the moit exireme pait of 
his government: and as he muft have 
known, no enemy could enter the province 
of Bengal, fo as to cut off his communi- 
cation with his capital, but by the weftern 
hills of Bierbobeen ; prudence dictated that 
he fhould have fecured the fidelity of the 
Rajahs of Brerdobeen and Bifnapore ; who 
were alcne capable of harraffing and retard- 
ing, if not of preventing the Mabarattor 
army from entering on that fide. 


But (as if Foitune had purpofed, that 
the negle&t of this wife precaution fhould 
be conducive to the higher exaltation of 
the character of this her favorite fon) fo far 


wcre 
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were the brothers from adverting to the 
neceflity of fuch a fecurity in their rear, that 
both thefe Rajahs had been highly incenfed 
by fome acts of oppreffion exercifed towards 
them foon after d/verd?’s ufurpation of the 
government; and were readily difpofed, in 
place of obftructing the enemy, to give them 
a free entrance into the heart of Benga/; 
which they did without the leaft oppofition : 
though in purfuing their refentment, they 
entailed a long feries of heavy calamities on 
their unhappy country. 


We left Alsverdi Khan at Cuttack, in deep 
aftonifhment at the news of this dangerous 
invafion. Without difcovering the leaft ap- 
prehenfion or alarm, he withdrew for the 
ipace of haJf an hour; in confultation only 
with Muflapha Khan; and then ordered his 
people to prepare for marching. He quit- 
ted Cuttack the fame day; and by forced 
marches arrived near Burdwan, the principal 
town of Bur domaan; (within five days march 
of the capital) two days after the Mabarat- 
tors took pofleffion of it. Here he intrench- 
ed himfelf; and was foon furrounded by the 
enemy ; who though they had at leaft the 
fuperiority of eight to one, had not the 
courage to attack him. 


Bofchar 
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Bofchar Pundit, however, fent Ahverdi 
a letter; explaining the nature of the 
powers he was invelted with; demarding 
“‘three years arrears of the Choi’; the 
¢ treafures of the two late Soubabs; and 
«“that in future, an officer of their own 
“ fhould have a feat in every Cutcherry 
‘«* throughout the provinces; to colle@ the 
*€ fourth part of the cuftoms, on their be- 


‘> half.” 


The ufurper received thefe terms with 
the higheft indignation and impatience ; in- 
{tantly commanding the meflenger to leave 
his camp, without deigning to fend any re- 
ply to them: and finding by the propofitions 
made to him, that there remained {mall 
hope of effecting any accommodation with 
the Maharaticr General ; he determined to 
make one vigoious effort, to break through 
the encmy, and regain a communication 
with his brother. To this refolution he 
was ftimulated, by obferving an univerfal 
panic amongft his Bengal troops, many 
of which deferted him, by favour of the 


night. 


In purfuance of this refulution, he iffued 
the neceffary orders; omitting nothing that 
could fpeak the confummate General ; pro- 

I mi!ing 
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mifing moft liberal rewards to thofe who 
maintained, in this exigency, the character 
of foldiers: and well judging that his 
principal dependance refted upon the Pa- 
tans, he beftowed the higheft encomiums 
and promifes on that body; by whom he 
began to be loved and revered; for being 
themfelves brave, they admired thofe in- 
trepid qualities in A/iverd?, which fo nearly 
refembled their own. 


All things being prepared, the ufurper 
directed that part of the trench to be level- 
ed with the utmoft filence, which looked to- 
wards Cutwab, Then putting himfelf with 
Muflapha Kban at the head of the Pa- 
tans half an hour before day break, he 
marched out; and with amazing courage 
charged that part of the enemy that inter- 
cepted his rout towards the laft mentioned 
town. 


His rear being compofed entirely of his 
Bengal troops, (then efteemed the worft 
{foldie:s of the Empire) was foon fur- 
rounded and put to flight; but the Patans 
exhibited a glorious effort: thefe led on 
,(as_ before obferved) by the Stab, and 
their gallant chief Muffepha ; and their rear 
commanded by the brave Zeyndi Avnet 

Khan, 
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Khan, ( Hodjee’s fecond fon) with much 
flaughter cut themfelves a paffage through 
the ertemy ; and gained the Cufwab road: 
In the courfe of which, they maintained a 
moft memorable retreat for near three days 
and nights: being often furrounded and at- 
tacked on all fides, by the whole Made- 
rattor artny, and as often repulfing and 
forcing their paffage until they arrived at 
Cutwab. 


At this place the ufurper muttered his 
troops, and found that of 25,000 fighting 
men, with which he departed from his capi- 
tal, he had only remaining 2500 Patan ; 
and about 1500 of his Bengal foldiers, in- 
cluding their officers: thefe laft named troops, 
ftimulated by the example of the Patans, 
and the intrepid behaviour of their Jemmaut- 
ne Faffier Khan*, were kept firm to their 

uty. 


At Catwab, Aliverd? found it neceflary 
to halt for a fhort {pace to refrefh his har- 
rafled troops; who, during the term of this 
aftonifhing retreat, had in a manner been 
ftrangers to food; reft; or fleep——Here 


* Since better known by the name of Mbir Jafier 
Ali Khan Soubah of Bengal. 
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they were again furrounded on all fides ex- 
cept on that of the river; which hverd? 
was informed was in one place fordable ; a 
circumflance unfufpected by the enemy. 


It was now univerfally believed that the 
ufurper muft furrender himfeif, or be cut to 
pieces with the few that remained with 
him. And indeed a report ran through the 
province that he was actually taken prifo- 
ner; but the actions of this handful of 
men, in their retreat from Burdwan, had 
flruck fuch terroe and amazement into the 
whole Avaharettor army ; that they gazed 
upon them as fo many enraged tygers in a 
net, without daring to approach the toils 
that enclofed them; and contented them- 
felves with the profpect of ftarving them to 
a furrender; little dreaming that d/:verdi 
would attempt fording the river, with peo- 
pie nearly exhaufted by continued labour 
and watching. 


The ufurper taking advantage of this 
vifible panic in the euemy, and unwilling 
to let the triumphant ardour of his own 
folcie:s cool; refulved to attempt the river 
without further delay: and knowing there 
was vucfie leading from the village to the 
fiver, through which the cnemy might in- 

tercept 
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tercept his paffage, he judged it neceffary 
to fecure it; thereby alfo .o prevent his 
rear’s being attacked before they could gain 
the river. 


The defence of this dangerous poft was 
given to Mi flatha Khan, tupported by Feye- 
di Amet Khan, and Yaffier Kb:n with eiohty 
fele& Patans ; who immediately departed ta 
take pofleffion of the Defi(———As toon as 
they were pofted, Afufapba Khan difpatched 
am.flenger to the Soubah to advife him, 
he might attempt the river whenever he 
pleafed. 





Aliverdi having previoufly made the ne- 
ceffary difpofitions, put himfelf at the head 
of the Patans; and gave the fignal for march- 
ing to the river ; which they entured with- 


out moleftatiun, preceded by weil inftructed 
guides, 


As foon as the enemy perceived him in 
motion, they intantly a:tachked the Defile 
with great violence ; hoping {till to circum- 
vent him, They at hrft feemed to der'de 
and defpife the {mail number left for the 
defence of it; but foon found their ersor, in 
repeated repulfes with heavy flaughter; from 
this determined, though fmall body of men: 

I 3 each 
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each of their leaders, on this momentous 
occafion, giving proofs of valour worthy the 
greateft heroes of antiquity, 


They maintained their poft, for a full 
hour, againft reiterated attacks of freth 
troops; without giving the leaft way; and 
until they judged the Soubah had fafely 
paft the river. They then began to retreat 
by flow degrees through the Defié, with- 
out turning their backs; and having gained 
about the middie part of it*, advice was 
brought to Muffapha Khan, that his rear 
was attacked by the enemy +. This ge- 
neral, without hefitating a moment, com- 
mitted the charge of his front to Seyndee 
Amet Khan, and “faffier Khan: and order- 
ing the forty men that compofed his rear 
to face about, he put himfelf at their head, 
forming two fronts to oppofe the enemy ; 
and fending orders to ‘feyndee Amet to con- 
tinue his retreat, he bravely charged his 
new antagonifts, and forced them to retire 
. with much lofs. When the whole party 





* The Defi? was about eighty yards in length and 
ten wide. 

+ This event happened thus—a body of the 24z- 
baratters, about one thoufand men, forced an entrance 
into the town, and had made a fruitlefs attack upon 
Alizer sis rear, as they paffed the river, from which 
they were now returned. 


3 had 
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had cleared the Def/é, he commanded his 
men to form in one Jine on the fhore, with 
their backs to the river; and making a feint 
to give a general affault ; the enemy, as he 
expected, was ftruck with terror, and reti- 
red many paces. Muflapba taking advantage 
of their diftance, inftantly commanded his 
troops to face about and take the river ; into 
which they plunged, and gained the oppofite 
fhore, with the lofs, on the whole, of only 
fifteen men. 


If we confider the retreat of thefe Ve. 
terans (from Burdwan to the oppofite fhore 
of Cutwab river) in all its circumftances ; 
it will appeur as amazing an effort of human 
bravery, as the hiftory of any age or peo- 
ple have chronicled ; and we think it me- 
rits as much being recorded and tranf{mitted 
to pofterity, as ‘4at of the celebrated Athe- 
nian general and hiftorian. 


Muflapba Khan, ‘feyndee Amet Khan, and 
‘faffier Khan were received by the Soubah, 
with all the marks of the higheft affeGion 
and efteem. He beftowed great encomiums 
on the valour of ‘faffier shan, who was 
ever after diftinguifhed by his favour. He 
faluted, and thanked by name, every one of 
the Patans, who fought under thefe com- 

I4 manders 
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manders at the memorable defence of the 
Defilé : and having refrefhed his truops, pro- 
ceeded on his march to the capital, where 
he was received with a‘lonithmeat and reve- 
rence. Fis firft a€ts were, to prefent Mu/- 
tapla Khan with ten lac of rupecs; and pro- 
poitionably to reward the reft of his brave 
defenders. 


Whilft the ufurper was saining everlaft- 
ing renown asa foldier, his biother Todjee 
Tamet was empitycd in puttng the city 
of Morfhadabad in a pofture cl defence. 
With extraordinary expedition ie funk a 
ditch round it; formed a rampart and para- 
pet; and planted cannon in tnofe parts 
whicre the city was moft open to the ene- 
mics attacks ——///] verdi reproacaing him, 
‘© with having abandoned him to the ene- 
“my; and with being foltcitous only for 
‘‘ his own fafety; by neglecting to fead a 
“ bo'y of troops to favour his retreat” 
Tzdjve replied, ** that concluding (from the 
‘number of the enemy, his torlorn fitua- 
“tion, and the repeated reports of his 
‘being taken prifoner and killed) he was 
“no more ; he thought it more advife- 
‘able to frengthen the city, than to wea- 
‘ken the defence of it, by parting with 
“any of the few forces he had been able 

&¢ to 
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‘© to raife for its prefervation.” And in 
truth, A/iverdZ found it in a much better ftate 
of defence than he expected. 


Before the ufurper had fet out on his 
expedition for the reduction of Oriffa, he 
had fent orders to his deputy governor of 
Patna, to levy troops in the province of 
Babar. But thefe forces being not yet ar- 
rived in Bengal, he was to the great mortifi- 
cation of his enterprifing and military ge- 
nius, reduced to the neceflity of fhutting him- 
felf up in his capital; and was employed in 
providing further for its fecurity. 


The Mabarattors recovering from their 
confternation and panic, and acquiring a 
better knowledge of the river, paffed it 
with their whole force; advanced to Mor- 
feadabad; and furrounded it without at- 
tempting to affault it. They detached parties 
into the environs; plundering and deftroy- 
ing wherever they came; they fent fome 
bodies of horfe into the ifland of Cofimbuzar ; 
whocommitted there the moft horrid deva- 
{tation and cruelties: they fed their horfes 
and cattle with mulberry plantations; and 
thereby irreparably injured the fiJk manv- 
facture: in (hort, after committing every 

hofti'e 
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hoflile a, which plenitude of power li- 
cenfed without moleftation ; they thought it 
at length prudent to retire with their plun- 
der; left the approaching rainy feafon (which 
{ets in, annually, about the middle of ‘fune) 
fhould intercept their retreat. 


With this neceflary precaution they quit- 
ted the blockade of the city, and repaff.d at 
Cutwab early in Fune, 1742, with all their 
immenfe plunder. 


From Cutwah, they penetrated through 
the Burdoma:n country; detaching their 
parties into every diftrict; ftill amaffing 
greater booty, and ftriking univerfal terror 
sound them ; fometimcs alarming even the 
European fettlements, The rains at length 
fetting in, about the middle of “fume, gave a 
flattering hope that the land would foon be _ 
delivered from thefe devouring Iccufts. But 
alas! this pleafing profpe&t had but a fhort 
duration; they retireditis true; and bent their 
rout towards the Bierbokeen hills; irrefolute 
whether they fhould quit the provinces in- 
tirely ; or only lodge themfelves in conve- 
nient quarters in that high country; where 
they would be ready to commence a new 
fcene of deftruction as foon as the rains 

broke 
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broke up (which they generally do about 


the latter end of September or the middle of 
OGfober.) 


It was by moft believed that the enemy 
had taken their departure for their own 
country 5 and it is certain they had formed 
that refolution; when on a fudden, to the 
utter amazement of all, Bofthar Pundit if- 
{ued orders to march into Bengal;—f{o his 
ill deftiny prompted him, that he might by 
his fall pay a facrifice for the cruel enormities 
committed on all ranks, by thofe under his 
command. 


They returned about the latter end of 
‘fuly, and pitched their tents on the higheft 
parts of the Burdomaan country ; and fettled 
themfelves there for the remainder of the 
rainy feafon. 


On this event, a general face of ruin fuc- 
ceeded. Many of the inhabitants; weavers; 
and hufbandmen fled, The rungs were in 
a great degree deferted; the lands untilled ; 
and the wretched fugitives who had efcaped 
with nothing but ‘their wives and children, 
and whatever they could carry in their 
“hands, thought there was no fafety for 
them, until they arrived on the Eaferz thore 
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of the Ganges; to which they flocked in 
fhoals, without intermiffion for many days 
together. ) 


The manufaCures of the rungs received 
fo injurious a blow at this period, that they 
have ever fince loft their original purity and 
eftimation ; and probably will never recover 
them again, But it is neceflary we explain 
what influenced Bofchar Pundit, to take the 
extraordinary and unexpected ftep above- 
mentioned. 


There was an officer employed in the 
receipts of the revenues at Dacca, named 
Mbir Hubbceb, who had embezzled a con- 
fiderable fum; and had otherways been 
guilty of mal-adminiftration in the execu- 
tion of his traft. This man had been orde- 
red, foon after Ahverd?’s {eizing the govern- 
ment, to repair to the capital, and render 
an account of the branch committed to 
him. He was bold and enterprifing; of 
fulid judgment; minutely acquainted with 
the ftate of the provinces and courfe and 
nature of the revenues. To draw his cha- 
racter, in hort, we need only fay, he was 
in political virtue the very counterpart of 
Hodjce Hamet. 





Con- 


( 125 ) 

Confcious that his condu& at Dacca would 
not bear the teft cf examination, he availed 
himfelf of the prefent jun@ture of confu- 
fion; and in place of repairing to the capi- 
tal, he fled to Bofchar Pundit; and arrived 
in his camp, at the very period when that 
general refolved to quit the provinces, and 
return to Sittarab. 


His known character and abilities procu- 
red him a ready and welcome reception ; 
and his mifchievous talents made him a 
dangerous inftrument in the hands of thefe 
invaders ; to accomplifh, in a manner, the 
utter deftruCtion of the country. He repre- 
fented to Bofchar Pundit, ‘“ ‘That in the 
‘¢ prefent ftate of the provinces, he might 
‘«¢ with facility and fecurity affume the go- 
vernment of the Soubahdaary him({cif ; 
that it would be inglorious for him fo re- 
treat with the calf, when be could take the 
«© cow alfo; thatthe rains would foon break 
‘< up, and fet his cavalry at liberty ; and that 
he had no caufe to apprehend the ufurper 
“¢ would ever have any power or force capable 
‘¢ of oppofing them.” Bofchar Pundit gree- 
dily hearkened to this pernicious advice ; im-_ 
mediately changed his rout; and returned 
from Birerbobeen to Burdomaan, as before re- 
marked: and having fixed his head quarters 
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at Burdwan, he fent proper officers at the 
head of {mall parties to collect the revenues at 
every feat of cuftom; and this they did for 
fome time with as much tranquillity, as if 
they had been the natural fovereigns of the 
country. 


During thefe tranfactions the bfurper was 
not idle. As foon as he had certain intel- 
ligence that the enemy had repafied the Cut- 
wab river, he quitted the city ; and being 
foon after re-inforced by the Patna levies, 
and the number of his Patans being encreafed 
from the Northward, he formed his camp 
in the neighbourhood of Mor/badabad., 
The Engh/b, French and Dutch, thought it 
neceflary, during the rains, by various means 
to fortify alfo, and add to the ftrength of 
their feveral fettlements, at Fort William, 
Chundernagore, Hougly, and Cofimbuzar ; 
though they were hitherto unmoleftedin their 
perfons, or property, by the enemy. 





Early in OJdfober the enemy, by the ad= 
vice of Mbir Hubbeeb, threw a ftrong bridged 
of boats over the Cutwab river; the de- 
fence of which was given to him. By his 
affiftance alfo the enemy was now fupplied 
with fome {mall cannon ; fire arms; and am- 
munitien, He conftruGed for the wee 
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of his bridge two large boats; the one con- 
tiguous above ; the other below the bridge, 
on the Plaffey fide. On thefe he threw plat- 
forms, on which he planted a few carriage 
pieces; forming effectual barricadoes with 
loop holes; for the fecurity of his own people, 
as well «s for the annoyance of the ufurper’s 
troops, in cafe they fhould prove harcy 
enough to attack the bridge; for the defence 
of which he embarked with him the beft 
markifmen he could felect.— 


This difpofition being completed the 
whole of the Mabarattor army crofled over, 
and began their incurfions to different parts 
of the ifland, wherever the waters would 
admit their marching: fometimes fhowing 
themfelves in ftrong bodies round the ufur- 
pers camp; and infulting him with oppro- 
brious language, without daring to attack 


him. 


The latter end of Oéfober, the rains broke 
tip ; the waters decreafed hourly; and the 
roads foon became paffable every where. It 
was now the enemy thought it advifeable 
to recall their detached parties, and unite 
their whole force ; which they drew up be- 
tween the ufurper’s camp and Plafey grove, 
fecure of a retreat to their bridge. Here 

they 
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they halted three days; and reported they 
a wait there and give the ufurper 
attic. 


Aliverdi, elated at this report, took the 
field, and advanced towards the enemy ; not 
doubting but that if he could once bring 
them to a general engagement, it would 
prove decifive in his favor. His whole 
force amounted to about forty-eight thou- 
fand men ; of whom barely twenty thoufand 
were horfe. Whereas the enemy’s force 
was wholly compofed of cavalry; an ad- 
vantage they had the wifdom fully to avail 
themfelves of, by the fagacious counfel of 
Mbir Hubbeeb; through the courfe of this 
deftructive and long conteft. 





As the ufurper advanced, they retreated 
towards the bridge, which they now refolv- 
ed to repafs. This they could not effect 
without their rear’s being warmly attacked 
and harraffed by /:verdi; who, for this 
purpofe, advanced with a chofen body of 
horfe, fome hours before the main body of 
his army. 


The enemy had gained the bridge, and 
paffed over three fourths of their army ; when 
Alverdi made a furious affault upon the 
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fentainder, and threw them into confufion. 
But notwithftanding a heavy flaughter made 
amongft them, the greateft part of them 
recovered the bridge ; and Al:verd? was ob- 
liged to draw off his people (who began 
to be feverely galled by the fire from Mbir 
Hubbeeb’s floating machine) and retire out 
of the reach of the thot, where he ftayed 
until his heavy cannon was brought up to! 
him. 


Had Mbir Hubbeeb, in obedience to Bof~ 
char Pundit’s orders, drawn off his party, 
and deftroyed the bridge, as foon as the 
rear of the Mubarattor army paft it; and 
Aliverdi retired; he would have gained 
great reputation in the action. But not fuf- 
pecting that the ufurper’s cannon could pof- 
fibly be fo near, as it really was; he was fo 
rafh as to remain on his poft, until sd/verds 
had, with aftonifhing expedition, open- 
ed a battery of three fix pounders upon 
it. Mbir Hubbeeb ftood one difcharge 
from the battery ; and now perceiving his 
error, attempted to efcape with his party : 
but Aliverd? had pofted a body of horfe fo 
advantageoufly, that immediately upon the 
difcharge from his battery, they fell in peli 
mell with the enemy on the bridge; and a 
furious engagement enfued: in which Mbir 
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Hubbeeb’s party, three excepted, was cut to 
pieces. Himfelf and thofe three gained the 
Cutwab thore; and by the advantage of a 
fleet horfe that waited for him, he efcaped 
to the Mahlerattor army. A melancholy 
event clofed the action: A/werdf’s troops 
crouding, in too great numbers, upon the 
bridge ; it failed under them ; anda thoufand 
brave fellows perifhed in the river. 


The ufurper repaired the bridge with all 
poffible diligence, and croffied over his troops 
and artillery in purfuit of the enemy; who 
artfully cluded every attempt he made to 
bring them to a general action. Thus, by 
continual marches and counter marches, 
his troops, particularly his foot, were al- 
moft cxhauited by fungue: whilft the Maba- 
ratiors, in detached parties, ranged the pro- 
vinces at large; collecting the revenues with- 
out the kaft interruption : the ufurper not 
daring to divide his army further than re- 
inforcing the garrifon of Budchs Bunder on 
the Ganges, with 500 horfe, and 1000 gun 
men; under the command of Sera/ai Ma- 
bomet. 


Aliverdi, touched with deep chagrin at 
feeing his fo lately ufurped dominions a 
prey to his enemies, without being able to 
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prote& them, or Bring the Mabarattots to 
any decifive action ; at laft refolved to treat 
with Bofchar Pundit. But that General was 
fo elated with fuccefs, that he now added, 
af the inftlgation of Mhir Hubbeeb, 4 new 
article to thofe already offered at Burdwan, 
viz, that the ufurper fhould alfo reftore 
** the Soubahthip to Soujah Khan's familly ; 
‘and refign the government he had fo 
*“‘ wickedly ufurped to Suffraaz Khan's elé 
deft fon.” Mbir Hubbech, who Knew that 
any treaty of peace would be fatal to him- 
felf, artfully threw this ftumbliftg block in 
the way; which he forefaw would render 
the treaty of none effect: and te carry this 
point, he infinuated to Bofchar Pundit, 
“that unlefs this article was infifted on, 
‘‘ the moft effential and pofitive part of the 
‘‘ Emperor's orders would appear totally 
““ negleGted ; and wifhed him, with great 
“ humility, to refle& how he would an{wer 
“this negle@ to his mafter, the King of 
‘* Suttarab.” 


This additional article produced the ef- 
fect that Mbir Hubbeeb expetted; for it 
was refufed by the brothers, with marks of 
refentment and difdain ; and hoftilities were 
immediately commenced again on both fides. 
«———-Several fkirmifhes happened between 
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them, in which the ufurper’s horfe always 
gained fome advantage; but thefe produced 
nothing decifive. * 


Hodjee Hamet, who never fuffered arly 
fcruples of confcience to oppofe the fouleft 
means to accomplith his views ; in a private 
letter fent to his brother, urged the neceffity, 
in their prefént fituation, of attempting that 
by treachery, which they had failed in ob- 
taining by every other means. Aliverdi, 
who faw the hazardous and neceffitous pof- 
ture of their affairs, as well as his brother, 
did not long oppofe the motion. Hodjee 
formed the plan; and it was executed in 
manner following. 


A treaty was fet on foot by iverd?, who, 
under pretence of making it more conclufive 
and lefs liable to interruptions, propofed a 
conference with Bofthar Pundit. ‘Theover- 
ture was accepted by that General ; contrary 
to the opinion of Mbir Hubbecd and the reft 
of his principal officers. 


It was agreed that a {pacious tent fhould 
be prepared and erected by the ufurper, mid- 
way between the two artnies, where the chiefs 
were to meet on a certain day and hous; 
attended each with cighty followers only : 
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and that in the mean time hoftilities on both 
fides fhould ceafe. 


The appointed time being come, and all 
things prepared for the reception of the 
chiefs ; they advanced with the ftipulated 
number of followers, confifting on both fides 
of principal officers. When they approached 
near the tent, /verd/ entered firft, and was 
followed by Bofcbar Pundit, without the leaft 
fufpicion of treachery. 


The ufual falutations and ceremonials be- 
ing over, and both parties feated; on a fignal 
given, two hundred fele€t men who had 
been concealed by A/:verd? between a dou- 
ble lining of the tent, fuddenly rufhed out ; 
and cut the Mabarattor General and his party 
to pieces, before they were able to draw their 
{cymiters; two or three only efcaping in the 
confufion. 


At the fame inftant a fignal was difplay- 
ed from the tent (before agreed on) for the 
{peedy advance of the ufurper’s army: this 
being obferved by the Maharattor army, 
they alfo began to be in motion, not know- 
Ing as yet what had happened. But being not 
long after joined by thofe who had efcaped 
the flaughier, and informed of the fate of 
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thejr general and officers, they breathed no- 
thing but fury and revenge. 


In the firft tranfports of thelr rage they 
advanced, and feemed refolved to avenge the 
treachery; by giving immediate battle to the 
ufurper. But here, the wifdom and addrefs 
of Mbir Hubbeeb interpofed: he reprefcnt- 
ed to thein, ‘‘ that the only means to fruf- 
“* trate the great object the ufurper had in 
“‘view by this treacherous affaflination, 
“* was, to avoid coming to a general action 
“with him.” His arguments gained force 
and influence from the diftracted ftate of the 
army; which was now under no head or 
any regular command: and obferving the 
ufurper advancing towards them in full 
march, they fuddenly retired; to his great 
mortification and difappointment. 


As foon as the diforder in the Mabarat- 
ter army fubfided, they elected unanimoufly 
fille Bey for their General ; an officer that 
held the next rank to Bofcbar Punatt ; and 
who bore a confiderable degree of reputa- 
tion amongitthem. And now their conduct 
feemed to fhew that they had refolved to 
execute that vengeance on the diftrefied 
country and inhabitants; which they could 
pot execute on the ufurper himfelf. bs 
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this end, they planted {mall parties of ob- 
fervation about the fkirts of his army to 
report his motions ; and appointing Nagur, 
the capital of Bserbobecn, for their general 
rendezvous, they divided their army, and 
carried fire and {word in all their different 
routs. They detached a ftrong body to 
Bukchs Bunder, which they attacked ; took ; 
and plundered : perpetrating every where 
the moft execrable cruelties that revenge 
and inhumanity could dictate; cutting off 
the ears, nofes, and hands, of any of the 
inhabitants whom they fufpected of con- 
cealing their wealth, or valuable move- 
ables; fometimes carrying their barbarity fo 
far, as cutting off the breafts of women, on 
the fame pretence ; ncither {ex nor age pro- 
ving any fecurity againft thefe enraged bar- 
barians. 





During thefe horrid {cenes of defolation, 
the ufurper left no flratagems uneffayed to 
bring the enemy to a battle ; but all his 
endeavours proved ineffectual. He was in 
continual chace of them trom the beginning 
of December 1742, to the end of February 
1742-3; and at length, with aftonifhing 
bravery and perfeverance, he obliged them to 
sepair to their general rendezvous ; and to 
retire out of the provinces over the Brer’s- 
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heen hills; from whence they foon took their 
departure for Sittarab, to render an account 
of their expedition—leaving many of their 
brethren behind them in the hands of Al:- 
verdi, who had been taken prifoners in dif- 
fercnt actions. Amongft the prifoners, was 
an officer of diftinétion, charaéter, and au- 
thority, named Sefarcw, of whom we fhall 
again have occafion to make mention. 


The ufurper had hardly time to breathe 
and form fome hopes of recefs, and eafe to 
him(clf ; and tranquillity to his harraffed and 
defolate country; when he was again alarm- 
ed by advices from Orifa, that another army 
of Mabarattors had entered the provinces 
by the way of Cuttack, commanded by 
Ragojce : and to compleat his diftrefs, and 
put his fortitude to the utmoft proof, he 
fhortly after reccived intelligence by ex- 
prefs from Hodjee, that a third army of 
Matarattors had entered by the fide of 
Patne commanded by Ballercw, and had 
already penctrated within a day or two's 
march of Siclygylly. Thefe Generals led 
each an army of 60,000 horfe; the firft had 
been difpatched from Sittarab, to enforce 
the orders before given to Bofchar Pundit, 
and to fupport him in the execution of 
them: the latter, marched out later o 
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the fame city with inftrudtions to join Ra- 
gojee, and avenge the murder of Bofchar 
Pundit ; of which, advice had been received 
at Sittarab, by expreffes fent from Bierbo- 


been immediately after that event. 


The ufurper thus befet, and apprehenfive 
of being hemmed in by the two armies, and 
again cut off from his capital; directed his 
march with the utmoft celerity to Cutwah 
bridge ; which he gained; paffed over his 
whole army ; deftroyed the bridge ; and pro- 
ceeded to his capital; with a mind greatly 
agitated and opprefied, by the reflection of 
being again forced to abandon his country 
to mercilefs enémies, whom he was not 
able to oppofe with troops, enfeebled by 
continual bene and hardfhips. 


The reader may remember of how great 
imnortance the pafs of Siclygully might have 
been to the unfortunate Suffraaz Kban, had 
it been properly put in a ftate of defence. 
The ufurper well knew its confequence ; 
and therefore, foon after his poffefling him- 
felf of the Soubahfhip, he ftationed there 
a trufty officer with proved troops, and three 
pieces of cannon———depending that a vigo- 
rous ftand would there be made againft the 
invaders on the fide of Patna; and their 
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entrance into Bengal at leaft setarded, if the 
pafs was as well defended as it was capable 
of: not fulpedting that there was a poffi- 
bility .of their obtaining an inlet by any 
other paffage, unlefs they marched far to 
the Weftward by the Pachet road, and en- 
tered by Bierbobeen ; as Bofithur Pundit had 
done the preceding year; flattering himéfelf, 
fhould they attempt it, that by fo long a 
march they would not be able to reach the 
province before the annual rains fet in: but 
herein his forefight failed him. 


Ballajee Row, more commenly (though 
improperly) kuown by the nme of Bal- 
ferow, on his arrival in the neighbourhood 
of Loglypore, reccived intel igence from 
thefe who had joined him, and were de- 
clared enemies of the ufurper’s houfe, that 
by his attempting to force the pafs of Szclv- 
gully he would hazard the lofs of a multi- 
tude of his men; and probably in the end 
be obliged to relinquifh the defign with dif- 
grace to bis arms.=——The Pachet road was 
propofcd, but he declined hearkening to it, 
urging ‘‘ that thereby he fhould lofe his 
‘«harveft of plunder for that year; all 
*‘ which would be appropriated by bis 
‘friend Raggee to fatten himfelf and fol- 
“lowers; whilft Le and bis people — 
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*¢ be left to flarve on the Padjee (paltry) 
‘* contributions, he had been able to raife in 
‘© Babar.” 


Whilft he was under this difficulty, the 
evil genius of the ufurper (and of unhappy 
Bengal) dictated a meafure, that extricated 
him out of it without danger to himfelf or 
followers. He fent for fome of the petty 
Rajahs from the neighbouring Co/zong hills ; 
and queftioning them concerning a paffage 
through the hills to Benga/, he offered them 
a large reward if any of them would fup- 
ply him with guides to anfwer that purpote. 
The Rajahs, to a man, were well enough 
difpofed to comply with his wifhes; for the 
ufurper’s treacherous conduct, during the 
firft fix years of his government of Babar, 
had rendered his name as hateful as dread- 
ful to them all: yet none of them had 
knowledge enough of the three ranges of 
mountains that feparated Baber from Ben- 
gal, to engage in fo hazardous an undef- 
taking. 


The enquiry and reward being, however, 
bruited abroad, it came to the ears of an 
old peafant an inhabitant of Colgong hills. 
This man came to the Mabarattor camp, 
and defired to be introduced to the — 
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of the General ; which having obtained, he 
boldly undertook, on the forfeiture of his 
head, to guide his army through fecret paf- 
fes into Bengal, for a reward of one Lac of 
Rupees, paid down to his family. 


The General taking two of the Rajahs 
afide, to whom the peafant was known ; and 
enquiring of them touching the character 
of the man ; and what degree of credit might 
be given to his veracity and knowledge; he 
received fuch encouragement that he no 
longer doubted ; ond accordingly paid down 
the moncy, and iffued his orders for march- 
ing the next day. 


The guide, with faithfulnefs and dexteri- 
ty, led ths whole Mubarattcr army ; at firtt 
Weliward, a point or two Southerly ; until 
he found a pa/s, which he fought for about 
the center of the range of the Cclgeng hills. 
This pafs being found, it was his mark for 
the remuinder of the expedition ; and he 
carried the:n through it by very practicable 
roads with much facility, until the mouth 
of it opened upon the Jevel country between 
the Colzong and Tehagurry hills. From 
hence his courle was due South, which led 
to the fecond pafs through the laft-men- 
tioned hills: this pafs he accomplifhed with 
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equal eafe ; and from hence for two days 
he croffed the level country, that lies be- 
tween the Telliagurry and Rajambol moun- 
tains; fhaping his courfe about South-Eatt: 
at night he told the General he muft hale 
until the morning fun appeared.——-In the 
morning he led them due South; and in 
the evening of the fame day entered a pafs 
which guided them through the Rajambo/ 
mountains; and landed (if we may be al- 
lowed the expreffion) the whole army, with- 
out the lofs either of man or horfe, in Ben- 
gal; on the plains, Weft of the city of Ra- 
jambol, at a little town called Banian Gang. 
Having performed his obligation in fix days, 
fiom leaving Bogulpore (more commonly by 
the Englifh called Boglypore) through ways 
until this period deemed totally impaffible ; 
he was farther rewarded with handfome pre- 
fents by Ballajee Row, and departed to his 
home : his name was Sittaram Roy ; a Gentoo 
of the Raazpoot tribe.—Ballajee Row reach- 
ed Banian Gang the 13th of March, Anno 


1742-3. 


The ufurper, who had received exprefs 
intelligence of Ballajee Row’s departure 
from Bogultore, and of the march of his 
army Weftward ; did not entertain the leaft 
doubt bur he was gone round the moun- 
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tains to enter Bengal by the Pachet or Bier- 
bcheen ; and was fo much convinced of it, 
that he began to prepare again for taking 
the field; proje@ting that he might be able 
to bring the other army under Kia,ojee to an 
encizement, and defeat him before he could 
poflibly be joined by Ballajee Row: but he 
had hardly formed this refolution, when he 
was advifed by a courier, from bis Governor 
of Rajambol, « That Ballajre Row had en- 
‘«< tered Bengal by paffes through the moun- 
‘tains, and was by that time, he believed, 
“joined with Rag yee.” 


This intelligence fhocked the ufurper's 
prefent hopes, but not his courage and con- 
ftincy: he laid afide the project of repaffing 
the Cutwab river but determined not to 
coop himfelf up again in his capital; for the 
defence of which buving made every necef- 
{ary provifion, he formed a ftrong camp not 
far from the city; preferving a ready com- 
munication with it. 





_ The two AMabaattur Generals met in 
the Burvomaan country, the 17th March, 
1742-3; and after a private conference, the 
fo:lowing agicement was publifhed, “ that 
‘©an equal partition of the revenues and 
s¢ plunder fhould be made between the two 
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‘¢ armies, who neverthelefs were to act 
s¢ diftinétly under their refpective Generals 
‘¢ and officers.” They then fettled the dif- 
ferent routs of their detached {mall parties, 
atid took intire poffeffion of the country. 
Then uniting the main bodies of their ar- 
mies, they marched to Cutwab; conftruct- 
ed a new bridge ; and pafled over with their 
whole force. Here they again feparated, 
and renewed the depredations every where, 
that Boftbar Pundit had begun the preced- 


ing year. 


During thefe tranfactions, the ufurper 
kept himfelf within his entrenchments; yet 
he was not idle. Convinced he could not 
oppofe them by force, he had nothing left 
but to combat them with fraud and ftrata- 
gem ; weapons which he was as great a maf- 
ter of, as of arms. His firft movement was, 
to acquire a minute knowledge of the tem- 
per, genius, capacity, and characters of the 
two leaders of the enemy; and how they 
affected each other. In all thefe particulars 
he obtained perfect fatisfaction, by the 
means of his prifoner Sefarow before men- 
tioned ; whom he had diftinguifhed by every 
mark of favor and refpec& from the time he 
firft fell into his hands ; forefeeing he might 
be of future vie tohim: and from the arrival 
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ef the two armies be had redoubled his ea< 
refies ; and of an enemy, had made hin: ‘2 
faft friend. 


Divide and conquer, was one of the ufur- 
per's favorite maxims in politics, as well as 
war, By the lights he -had received from 
Sefarow, he rightly judged the minds of 
the enemies Generals were fitly difpofed to 
take the impreffion he intended to ftamp on 
them he learnt that Ba/lajee Row, was 
hot; infolent; and withal avaritious to an 
extreme degree: that Ragojee was the bra- 
velt foldier, but irritated and jealous at Bal- 
lajee Row’s being fent equal in command 
with him, as he bore a fuperior rank to the 
other. And more to flatter the ufurper’s 
artful views, he was informed that already 
there fubfifted fome mifunderftandings be- 
tween’ them and their refpective troops ; 
touching fufpicions of an unjuft divifion of 
their plunder on both fides. 





With thefe materials he began to work ; 
laboring to enlarge a breach that was not 
yet wide enough for an attack. His plan 
was; by every means to promote the growth 
of thofe feeds of divifion and jealoufy which 
had already taken root amongft them: to 
this end, he directed fome capable — 

ries 
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faties (fully initructed) to defert to both 
armies; thefe executed his purpofes fo well, 
that they produced the effect he withed : 
they prepofiefled the enemy againft them- 
felves; who accufed each other of illicit 
practices in the divifion both of the revenues 
and plunder; and the fpies were fo well 
prepared, that they produced proofs and 
vouchers of many inftances of what they in- 
finuated (on both fides) that would not ad- 
mit of contradiction. This occafioned mu- 
tual heats and animofities between the two 
armies, and an open rupture foon followed ; 
each refolving to act in future on a feparate 
and independant footing. The ufurper f{eized 
this favorable occafion; and knowing Se/- 
Jerow had an influence over Ballajce Row, 
(to whom he was related) he employed him 
to negociate, in the moft fecret manner, a 
feparate treaty of peace with that Gencral. 


Seffarow exerted his power with fuch fuc 
cefs, that he foon difpofed his relation to 
receive favorable impreffions of the ufurper, 
and readily to hearken to a peace with him. 
To this he was the more eafily induced, as 
thereby he indulged his ruling paffion in the 
hopes of making his own advantage of the 
Ufutper, without the participation of his 
rival Ragoyee. 


L The 
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The preliminaries of this treaty were 
foon adjufted, “the ufurper was to cede 
“ to Ballajee Row alone, the Chout of two 
“ yearsrevenues; and Ballajee Row engaged 
‘*¢ on his part, to join the Ufurper with his 
‘*¢ force, and affift him in driving Ragojee 
‘«* and his army out of the provinces,” It 
was further agreed, that to keep up the ap- 
pearance of enmity and deceive Ragyee ; 
Ballajee Row’s army fhould advance nearer 
to the Ufurper’s camp,—and make a fhew 
of attacking it: this movement was not 
only made to amufe Ragojee, but alfo to fa- 
cilitate a perfonal conference between the 
Ulurper and the General; which was to 
take place on the thirtieth of March 1743, 
near Pluffey. 


On the twenty-ninth of Marcb, the ufur- 
per quitted his camp, and directed his march 
towards Plaffey. He was not far advanced, 
before his {pies brought him intelligence, that 
Ragojee’s army was in motion, as well as 
Ballajee Rew's: this raifed a fufpicion in A/i- 
verdi, that the treaty was only affented to, 
to amufe him, and draw him out of his 
camp: thcrefore he immediatly retired to 
dt again; and the treaty was retarded until 
the motions of the two armies were explain- 
ed to him. 

S ferow, 


» 
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Sefarow, deeply chagrined at fulpicions 
which reflected on his own feerity, enga- 
ged on the forfeiture of hig head tor ¢fa* 
of his coufin; which engagement being fup- 
ported by a folemn oath (the Ganges) on 
the part of Ballajee Row, Alrverdr's doubts 
{ubfided ; the treaty was refumed; and the 
conference appointed on the third of 4prit: 

ut the place of meeting was changed to 
midway between Plaffey and Burwah; a few 
miles nearer his camp and capital *. 


On the fecond of Apri/, the ufurper agein 
quitted his camp, and began his march ; 
having draughted off a felect body of 10,000 
horfe; commanded by Mujflapha Khan ; 
that moved on his flank, to be an occational 
check on Raggjce. 


On the third, the chiefs met at the appoint- 
ed place, in a tent (previoufly cxamincd by 
deputies from both parties) aLout two core 
diftant from each of their armies. 
The condition openly infifted upon by the 
Mabarattor was, “ that twenty-five lac of 





* The canfe that pave rife to A iverds’s fufpicions, 
was this. Ragojee having heard that Bu'li ce Row 
intended to attack Alru.rd,’s camp, and judging tite 
city would fall a prey to him ifhe fuccecded, he put hs 
army in motion, that he might be near ar hand, to 
some jn for a fhare of the plunder. 


2 “ rugecs, 
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“© rupees, for two years Chout of the reve- 
‘* nues, fhould be paid down in gold ;” 
tothis the Ufurper replied, ‘ that howfo- 
‘* ever unreafonable the demand was, con- 
‘“< fidering they themfelves had collected 
‘«< the whole of the revenues and cuftoms 
“ for the laft two years; yet, he would 

not make any objection, provided that 
‘¢ Ragojee could be brought to fign the 
“* treaty; otherwife he could not fubmit 
“ to it:” This unexpected propofal was 
highly difguftful to Ballajee Row, and had 
well nigh broke off the treaty; but by the 
interpofition of Sefarow, he was at laft 
prevailed on to fend the overture to Rago- 
jee; but not until he had been made eafy 
by the promife of a private gratuity for 
himfelf. 





Raggee immediately returned for anfwer, 
* that he would hearken to no terms of ac- 
‘© commodation, unlefs the payment of the. 
«¢ Chout in perpetuity, was eftablifhed to 
‘‘ them; as a preliminary article for treat- 
« ing at all *.” 


When the meffenger returned with this 
laconic reply, the treaty feemed for fome 


* This preliminary was diftuted to him by Air 
Hlubbieb, who joined Rugojee as {oon as he entered the 
province of Bengal. 

time 
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time fufpended.—However, by the addrefs 
and mediation of Seffarow, a feparate peace 
was at laft concluded with Ballajyee Row, on 
the following terms—‘ That the Ufurper 
‘© fhall pay down two years Chout, eftimat- 
“© ed at twenty-two lac of rupees in gold ; 
‘* and that Ballajee Row fhould either fatisfy 
‘¢ Ragojee, or join the Ufurper to’ drive 
‘© him out of the country.” To the per- 
formance of which they both folemnly en- 
gaged themfelves by the moft obligatory 
oaths; this done, and mutual compliments 
and prefents made, they parted. 


The Ufurper with great punctuality per- 
formed his part of the treaty in two days; 
and Ballajee Row {o far regarded it, that he 
drew off his army; repaffed Cutwab river ; 
and retired to Burdomaan, followed by Ra- 
gojee; who thought himfelf no match for 
the Ufurper on equal terms. 


Ballajee Row recalled all his detached 
partics ; and making a dividend amongtt his 
troops of part of the Ufurper’s contribution, 
according to their different ranks, he quitted 
Bengali; and marched by way of Bierbobeen 
to S:ftarab; leaving (in breach of his fo- 
lemn oath) Ragojee to make the beft terms 
he could for himéfelf, 
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This General made the moft of his time { 
and immediately took poffeffion of thofe 
parts cf the country, which had been lately 
evacuated bv Ballajee Row’'s flying parties. 
He fent Mbir Hubbeeb, with the title and 
authority of General, to take poffeffion of 
Oriffa; who accordingly feated himfelf at 
Cutta k, where he ruled as fovereign of the 
province, 


The Uturper, called upon by the univer- 
fal clamour of the people, and diftreffes 
of his country, once more quitted his ca- 
pital, ctoflkd over Cutwab river; and mar- 
ched in purfuit of Ragojee: in which chace 
he was employed all the remaining part of 
April, avd until the middle of May ; without 
being able, by any art or flratagem, to bring 
him to a general action. And the rains fet- 
ting in earlier than ufual this year, and the 
roais becoming impaffable, both armies 
were obliged to go into quarters, about the 
twenticth of May. At the clofe of this 
cimpaign the enemy remained in quiet pof- 
feffion of Oriffa ; and of all the country on 
the Wetlern thore of the Hoeugley river; 
from Ballafore, to within a few miles of 
Yanna'’s Fort, near the Engi:/b fettlement of 
Fort William *. 


* Altverdi retired with his army to Morfhadabad, and 
Raz yee with bis main body to Bgirboon during the rains. 


Though 
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Though the treaty of peace with Balla- 
jee Row anf{wered a prefent purpofe, and re- 
lieved the Ufurper from the more imme- 
diate danger which threatened himfelf, his 
capital and family; yet it afforded no relief 
to the provinces. The partial execution of 
the treaty on the part of the Masarattor, 
he could not be much furprifed at; as him- 
felf had fet them an example of perfidy and 
treachery. 


Every evil attending deftructive war, 
was felt by this unhappy country in the 
moft eminent degree. A {fcarcity of grain 
in all parts; the wages of labor greatly en- 
hanced ; trade; foreign and inland, laboring 
under every difadvantage and oppreffion : 
and although during the recefies of the 
enemy, from ‘fune to Odfober, the manu- 
factures of this opulent kingdom raifed 
their drooping heads, yet the duration of 
their reprieves from danger was fo fhort, 
that every fpecies of cloth at the rungs 
was haftily, and confequently badly fabri- 
cated ; though immenfely raifed in its price ; 
and from thefe caufes came into difrepute 
at all the foreign markets; particularly at 
the Weftern ports of Suddab, Macha, and 
Bufforab. 
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The trade of the Europeans became greatly 
embarraffed and injured ; their effects were 
often plundered by the enemys and thefe 
grievances were much heightened by oppref- 
five exactions of the Ufurper. Bat in this 
they were not fingular ; for the whole of the 
people who ftill remained within the reach 
of his grafp, fuffered equally in this refped : 
even Fuggaat Seet’s houfe, which fo emi- 
rently promoted his ufurpation, was often 
fleeced ; to the malicious joy of all, who 
were friends to Soujah Khan's family. 


For thefe oppreffive meafures the Ufurper 
had nothing to plead in extenuation, but 
the neceffities of bis fituation: and in truth, 
had he not been the ungrateful traytor he 
was, they were fuch, as would have merited 
the deepeft commiferation : for although by 
his ufurpation he became poffefled of the 
triafures of the three laft Soubahs, yet fo 
immenfe were his continual expences and 
difburfements, that little of them remained; 
it being pretty well known, that he, notwith- 
ftanding what has been faid of the treaty 
with Ballajee Rew, did not buy the abfence 
and retreat of that General, for a fum lef 
than five dorore of rupees*; although the 
twenty-two lac, for two years Chout only, 
were f{pecioufly publifhed to the world; to 

* Five Millien Sterlsne, 
fave 
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fave the credit of the Ufurper, and to afford 
an opportunity to the Mabarattor of {ecreting 
from his followers all above that fum ; which 
he appropriated to his own ule; befides the 
lion’s hare of the twenty-two lac: therefore 
he was well enabled at his departure to pre~ 
fent to ‘feyndi Amet Khan, Hodjee's {econd 
fon, a tingle compleat drefs (for Seerpah) 
valued at two lac of rupees. 


In Odfober 1743, the next campaign 
opened ; when the Ufurper again took the 
field: and Ragoee defcending from the 
heights of Brerbobeen, aflembled his forces 
about Burdwan.—The fucceeding months 
exhibited the fame fcenes of marches, coun- 
termarches, retreats and fkirmifhes, with va- 
rious fuccefs ; but with uniform mifery tothe 
people ; who now for the firft time, began to 
be plundered, and cruelly treated; as well 
by the detached parties of the Ufurper, as 
of the enemy: the former affuming the 
drefs and accoutrements of the Mabarat- 
tors, to cover and conceal their villanies. 


In March 1744, thefe invaders entered 
the provinces in freth fhoals, by Cuttack, 
Bierbobeen and Patna, excited by the im- 
menfe booty carried off by their brethren, 
the two preceding ycars—and thus this mi- 

ferable 
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ferable country fell annually a prey to the 
depredations of the Maebarattcrs, under 
various leaders, for the fix fucceeding years ; 
receiving no effectual check, but from the 
fucceffion of the ufual rainy feafons. During 
thefe intermediate {paces the country was 
Jeft to fatten, that it might again be worth 
devouring. In the mean while, the Ufur- 
per fuftained himfelf with amazing con- 
ftancy, intrepidity and addrefs ; though often 
seduced to the deepeft diftreffes; parts of his 
capital being frequently attacked and plun- 
dered. 


In the latter part of the year 1744, by in- 
defatigable and fudden marches he attacked 
and beat up all the quarters of the enemy; and 
obliged them toretire much fooner than ufual. 
Oriffa only remaining in their poffeffion ; 
early in December 1744, he marched to that 
province ; where with expedition hardly to 
be conceived, he retook Cuttack, and re- 
covered the province; obliging the enemy 
to retreat to the hills. Then leaving forces 
for the defence of it, he returned, ard ar- 
rived at the, capital, the beginning of Fe- 
bruiry 1744-5; crowned with laurels; and 
received with wonder. Here, revolving in 
his mind the confufion of affairs in the 
province of Baber and city of Patna; and 
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its importance to him, as being one of the 
enemies keys into his country; and determin- 
ing to have a Governor there, whofe courage, 
capacity and integrity he might repofe a 
perfect confidence in, he fixed upon his ne- 
phew Feyndee Amet Khan for this poft of 
truft, who poffeffed thefe qualities in a very 
high degree. He foon after fet out for his 


government, efcorted by a ftrong body of 
horfe, 


We fhall omit entering more minutely 
into the particular occurrences of thefe an- 
nual invafions, which would only exhibit 
an irkfome detail of murders, oppreffions, 
and diftreffes, fimilar to thofe already re- 
cited: but as we cannot help viewing this 
Ufurper in an extraordinary light, we fhould 
be inexcufable in neglecting to lay before 
the public and pofterity thofe ftriking 
events, which were interefting in them- 
felves; and which more ftrongly mark the 
character and genius of this great, though 
wicked man, in the courfe of a deftruc- 
tive eight years war. With this intent only 
we again refume our narrative from the 
clofe of the year 1745; a period which 
gave birth to an iucident, that eventually 
proved not only the deftruction of his hither- 

to 
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to favorite General ; but alfo that of his bro- 
ther and nephew. 


It was, at the time juft mentioned above, 
that the Ufurper firft began to entertain fuf- 
picions and jealoufies of the great reputation 
and power of Muffapha Khan ; who had, by 
his mafter’s liberality and other means, at 
different times acquired great wealth ; which 
he profufely beftowed on the foldiery, but 
chiefly on the Patans ; thereby gaining a dan- 
gerous popularity, that bore tco much the 
appearance of ambitious views. Whether he 
really had any defigns againft his mafter is 
not known; but his being the idol of the ar- 
my was caufe fufficient to make him obnox- 
ious; in a government where no fubje& can 
with fafety to himfelf, or to his prince, be 
pofiefied of a fuperior degree of power or 
renown. 


The Ufurper had received intelligence from 
his brother Hodjee, that Muflapba Khan was 
forming defigns to his prejudice ; and that he 
had actually concerted meafures with the 
Mabkarattors, for cutting him off the enfuing 
ycar ; and placing himfelf in the government. 


Whether this intelligence had truth for 
it’s foundation, or was only afterwards de- 
vifed 
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vifed to cover the ftep, that was premedi- 
tated againft Muffapba Kkan, is uncertain, 
Hodjee, however, had the addrefs to pro- 
duce vouchers for his fufpicions that ap- 
proached to facts; and thefe acquiring 
weight from the brother’s apprehenfions of 
that Generai’s known talents, reputation, 
and popularity ; it was refolved at all events 
that he fhould be affaffinated the next time 
he appeared at court: affaflins were accerd- 
ingly provided, and ftationed for his recep- 
tion. 


But Mufiapha Ktan being generally be- 
loved, the defign againft him could not be 
fo fecretly conducted, as to prevent his re- 
ceiving hints to provide for his fafety; and 
though thefe were imperfect, they were yet 
{ufficiently alarming to urge his immediate 
departure from the city, with 3000 Patan 
horfe. In about twelve hours after, he 
was followed by Sumfcer Khan, a Patan 
General next in command to him, with 
about 2oco more of their countiy-men. 
The whole being joined, by rapid marches, 
they arrived at Siclygully, before any fuf- 
picion or intelligence of a breach between 
them and the Ufurper had reached the 
commander of that fa/s; and by a well 
feigned ftory of their being difpatched to 

join 
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join and re-inforce “feyndee Amet Khan, 
they were permitted to advance into Babar 
without interruption; intending to pafs 
through that province into the Patan 
country. 


So great a defection of his beft troops, 
with two officers of fuch reputation at their 
head, ftruck the Ufurper with the deepeft 
apprehenfions, and this on a double fcore. 
He had the greateft caufe to dread a union 
between the Mabarattors and Muffaphe 
Khan ; andby the fecret flight of that General, 
he became convinced that tome traytors were 
about his perfon: but fill himfelf, under 
every exigency and difficulty, he loft not a 
moment—by large prefents, and larger pro- 
mifes, he fecured the fidelity of the re- 
maining Patans fent exprefs upon ex- 
prefs to his nephew Yeynd Amet Khan, in- 
forming him of this untoward event, with 
orders ** to take the field with what troops 
** he could get together, and endeavour to 
** intercept the fugitive Patans—and that 
“< himfelf would go in purfuit of them, 


** and probably they might be hemmed in 
** between them.” 





The Ufurper immediately put himfelf at 
the head of a flrong body of forces, who 


were 


( 159 ) 
were beft attached to his perfon and gos 
vernment ; and with the greateft expedition 
arrived at Szc/ygully ; where he only ftayed 
to ftrike off the head of that commander, 
who had fuffered the Patans to pafs his 


poft. 


Had the unfortunate Muffapha Khan 
made the fame expedition from the pafs of 
Siclyguily, as he did to it; he would, in all 
human probability, have eluded the purfuit, 
and vafted through Babar before he could 
poffibly have been intercepted by ‘feyndi Ant 
Khan, or overtaken by the Ufurper. But 
for a particular reafon, to be hereafter men- 
tioned ; and not fufpecting he was purfued, 
he proceeded through Babar by fuch flow 
marches, that the Ufurper came up with 
him between Minehir and Patna; and 
fent a meffenger to him with offers of 
pardon, to himfelf and followers; if they 
would fubmit, and embrace again his fer- 
vice. 


Muftapha Khan, difdaining all terms of 
accommodation, returned the Ufurper’s mef- 
fenger, with a brave defiance to him; and 
feceiving intelligence at the fame time, that 
Sevndi Amet was within a few hours march 
of him, he theught it moft advifeable to 

face 
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face about, and fight the Ufurper firft ; hav= 
ing learnt his troops were very little fuperior 
in number to his own; therefore withoat 
hefitation he diftributed the neceflary orders, 
and gave the fignal for battle. 


The confli& was bloody, but of no long 
duration, Valour and refentment tvok full 

ffeffion of the foul of Muffapha Khan, and 
eft noplace for prudence or precaution : fired 
with the hope of executing his vengeance on 
the Ufurper, he thought all elfe unworthy 
his {word ; and attempting with too much 
impetuofity to penetrate to that part where 
Aliverdé fought, and not being well fup- 
ported, he was foon furrounded, overpower- 
ed and flain—his head was feparated from 
his body, and elevated upon a fpear his 
death being known to the Patans, Sumfeer 
Khan, with thofe that furvived the battle, 
made a {peedy flight; and taking a rout dif- 
ferent from that, by which eynd? Amet 
Khan was advancing, they efcaped out of 
the province; notwith{tanding the eager pur- 
{uit that was made after them. 





The Ufurper returned to his capital more 
dreaded, but lefs beloved by the people, for 
this laft ftroke of his policy. The jealoufy, 
and (generally believed) unjuft ae 

or 
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for affaffinating the Patan General were now 
blazed abroad; and the Ufurper became the 
object of deteftation to fome of his bett 
friends, who drew a conclufion (from this 
act of bafe ingratitude to the man, who had 
fo often preferved his life and government)— 
very unfavorable, and alarming to them- 
felves; as the merits of their greateft fer- 
vices, might on the flighteft fufpicions or 
fear, in the cowardly breaft of Hodjee, only 
draw on their own deftruction. 


Hodjee, who had accompanied his bro- 
ther in this expedition againft Muflapha 
Kban, advanced with the head of the Ge- 
neral, to meet his fon Feyndt Amet Khan. 
With him he returned to Patna; and after 
beftowing many indignities upon the head 
of that brave man, whofe face he could not 
have beheld the day before, without fink- 
ing into abject fear and terror; he had now 
the coward bravery, to order it to be carried 
in triumph three times round the city ;——— 
unworthy and indecent infults! from which 
the remembrance of his former fignal fer- 
vices fhould have defended his fenfelefs 
remains. Fuftice {eemed to intereft her- 
felf in avenging the death of this gallant 
man, by favoring in an extraordinary man- 
ner the efcape of her deftined inftrumext 

M Sumyfeer 
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Sumfeer Khan: and the brave Feyndt Amet 
Khan, at the fight of the barbarous infults 
exercifed by his father, could not refrain 
from tears; for great friendfhip fubfiftcd be~ 
tween him and the deceafed; and his me- 
mory was dear to hin. 


We will leave Hedjee on his return to 
Mor fladabad ; exultiue for a fhort time over 
the fuccefs of his treacherous michinations ; 
and advert to Sum/feer Khan. 


This Patan General arriving fafe with his 
few followers in their own country, began 
immediately ‘to levy troops; and with fuch 
fuccefs, that in the year 1747, he was en- 
abled to advanced towards Patza, at the head 
of 8000 choice horfe. 


Here it is neceflary to advertife the rea- 
der, that the two Pafan Generals on their 
fudden retreat from the city of Mo: /badabad, 
had opened a correfpondence with Mbir 
Hubbech, informing him “ that they thould 
*« return the next year, to attempt the cap- 
‘© ture and plunder of Patna; then march 
“ by the hills and join the Mabharatter 
‘ army; and with their united force at- 
‘“ tack the Ufurper; declaring themfelves 
*« juftly abfulved from all allegiance to the 
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“ gfafin.” Mbir Hubbeeb improved upon 
this plan and advifed ** to encounter Hodjee 
«¢ and the Ufurper with their own weapons, 
“* craft and treachery ; for that, by addrefs 
«¢ and management, and a well feigned con- 
“ trition for their former conduét, and a 
‘“‘ frefh tender of their troops, they might 
‘¢ eafily obtain an interview with the Nabob 
“© of Patna; at which they fhould cut him 
“ off: a circumftance that would much fa- 

cilitate the taking and plundering that city 
*¢ (which feemed to be their principal ob- 
‘© jet) as duch an event muft neceffirily 
*‘ caufe the greateft confufion and confter- 
‘* nation in the place.” 


It was this intercourfe cf letters, that 
proved fatal to Muflapha Khan, by retarding 
his efcape through Basar, as already men- 
tioned—but the counfel of 2Mir Hudbbeeb 
was not loft upon Sum/feer Khan; who was 
a man, poffefled of every requilite, for carry- 
ing it into effectual execution. He wast rave ; 
artful; beloved and highly efteemed by his 
officers and foldiers ; who, to a man, were 
united to him in a folemn vow, to take an 
exemplary revenge for the death and indig- 
nities of their late lamented commander ; or 
perith in the attempt. 
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— With this determined view, Sumfer Khan 
“#7” beoan his march; and being arrived within 
a few hours of Patna, on the oppofite thore 
of the river, he difpatched a letter to 
Seyndi Amet Kban, couched in the follow- 
ing terms, ‘that his heart had felt the 
< deepeft compundtion for his paft condud, 
*¢to which he had been inftigated by the 
‘“‘ rath counfels of his late commanding of- 
“‘ ficer ; that he appealed to feynd? Amet 
<‘ himfelf, to witnefs for the approved fidelity 
‘¢ he had always fhown for the fervice and 
“ intereft of the Soubah his uncle; that he 
‘¢had now raifed a faithful and tried body 
“ of officers and troops; who, with him, 
«© were ready to devote their lives to his 
“‘ commands, againft the common enemies 
‘* of his houfe and country: hoping he 
“ fhould obtain permiffion to vifit him; and 
«in a perfonal conference, give him more 
«convincing proofs of his attachment and 
¢ fubmiffion.” 


Seyndt Amet Kban immediately com- 
municated the contents of this letter to his 
father Hodjee, who was very lately arrived 
at Patna; brought thither by fome informa- 
tions the brethers had received of the con- 
certed icheme between Sumfeer Khan and 
Mbir Hutdceb, tor the plunder of that capi- 
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tal— Hodjee, without a moment's hefitation, 
ordered his fon to encourage Sumjeer Khan's 
vifit, and cut him off ; telling him, he him- 
‘Yelf would direct the means. 


‘feyndi Am-t Kban, much averfe to obey 
thefe order-, determined to wait thofe of 
his uncle to whom he wrote, and tranfmitted 
a copy of Sumfeer Khan's letter ; and in the 
mean time he returned in civil terms a reply 
to the Patan General, telling him “ he 
‘¢ had forwarded the purport of his requeft 
“to the Soubah, but that he could not give 
“ any conclufive anfwer thereto, before the 
‘“* Soubah’s pleafure was known.”——This 
foon reached him, in thefe few, but pe-~ 
remptory words, ‘‘ Regarding the bufinefs 
“‘ becween us and Sumfeer Khan, follow the 
‘* orders of your father,” 


Hodjee directed ‘feyndi Amet Khan to 
write to the Patan General, * that he fhould 
‘with pleafure receive his vifits, and re- 
*¢ joice to embrace him; as the Soubah had 
*< readily accepted the tender of his fervices, 
‘< and withed his fpeedy march to Mor/hada- 
“© bad.” To which purport the Ufurper 
had likewife wrote to him in preffing terms ; 
thereby intending to lull him into the greater 
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We have already hinted the method pro- 
pofed by Mbir Hubbeeb to the two Patan 
Generals, for taking off the Nabob of 
Patna, and plundering the city. The intelli- 
gence the brothers had received extended 
only to the latter part of their fcheme ; of 
the intended affaffination of the Nabob they 
had not the leaft conception.——Hodjee's 
countereplot for the murder of Sumfeer 
Kban, was concerted in manner following. 
A day was appointed for the General’s vifit 
to ‘feyndi Amet Kban, on a plain a {mall 
diftance North of the city; where a fump- 
tuous tent was prepared for his reception ; 
in the floor of which a mine was funk, 
whofe train extended fome diftance from the 
tent. The fignal for putting fire to the train, 
was Feyndt Amet Khan's withdrawing a cer- 
tain {pace from the teat ———-Every circum- 
ftance of which was betrayed to Sum/cer 
Khan, by a Patan in the fervice and con- 
fidence of Hoajee. 





On the receipt of the Ufurper’s and the 
Nabob's letters, Sumer Khan pafled the 
river with his troops, about two miles to the 
Northward of the city; and being advanced, 
on the day appointed, within a furlong of 
the tent; he received a polite meflage from 
the Nuabob, requefting, ‘that he would 

“ favor 


( 167 ) 


‘t favor him in ordering his troops to halt ; 
¢* that they might not in their conference 
<¢ be incommoded by the daft; for that he 
«¢ himfelf was only attended by fifty fol- 
“ lowers." ———This requeft was. »“antly 
complied with, and the Patan Geneére. pro- 
ceeded to the tent with a few felected atten- 
dants only ; all of whom were provided with 
armour under their co ts. 


They met in mutual embraces, and with 
the moft affectionate compliments ; thefe 
over they feated themfelves, and began to 
confer upon the operations of the war, 
againft the common enemy the Maharat- 
tors. After about an hour’s difcourfe, a 
fervant came and whifpered the Nabob, 
who fvon after arofe, telling the General 
*‘ that he was juft going to give fome ne- 
‘“‘ ceflary orders for his reception and en- 
‘‘ tertainment in the city, and fhould at- 
‘‘tend him again in a few minutes.” 
When he had got half way to the door of 
the tent, Sum/eer Khan and his attendants 
drew their (cymitars, fell upon Seynd? Amet 
Khan, killed him, and all that were in the 
tent, before they had time to make any 
refiftance : fome inftantly flew to the head- 
of the train, to which they were perfectly 
inftructed, and prevented fire being put to 
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it; for on the alarm, thofe who were on 
the outfide of the tent, and thereby efcap- 
ed the flaughter, fled with all {peed to the 
city. 


Sumfeer Khan made a fignal for his troops 
to advance; and mounting his horfe pained 
the city almoft as foon as the fugitives, and 
entered it {word in hand with his foldiers ; 
before Hodjee Hamet had received the leaft 
intelligence of the unhappy fate of his be- 
loved fon. 


He proceeded immediately to the palace, 
where, with little refiftance, he took Hodyee 
Hamet prifoner, at the very moment he 
was (in difguife) making his efcape; and 
after fecuring him under a ftrong guard, 
he went in fearch of the principal ¢rea- 
Jures of the city, (to which he was mi- 
nutely directed by his f{pies) thefe he de- 
pofited in the palace, and gave up the town 
to be plundered by the foldiers; who, for 
the fpace of three days, committed every 
ravage and outrage that revenge and avarice, 
backed by uncontrolled power, could medi- 
tate and execute; except againft the Eng- 
lifh, French, and Dutch factories ; which 
alone remained exempt from ruin and un- 
molefted. 


Hodjee 
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Hodjee Hamet, after fuffering the heavieft 
reproaches and revilings from Sumfeer Kban, 
for his bafe ingratitude, treachery, and 
cruelty to Mufapha Khan ; and after un- 
dergoing a hundred and one lathes from 
the fevere difcipline of the Khorah, was by 
order of the general fet on an afs, with his 
legs tied under the belly of the animal; and 
his face painted half black, half white; and 
thus led round the city, the fame route him- 
felf had appointed for the head of the un- 
fortunate ce Kben.— Returning from 
this difgraceful progrefs, the difcipline of 
the Khorah was again inflited on him; 
not only as a punifhment, but with a view 
to extort from him a confeffion and dif- 
covery of a large fum of gold and diamonds ; 
which, it was faid, he had buried or other- 
wife fecreted ;~-—but he bore the lath with 
amazing conftancy ; and made not the dif- 
covery that was aimed at. After this he 
was chained to the leg of an elephant,— 
to that very elephant, on which the head 
of Muftapha Khan was expofed and elevat- 
ed. Sumfeer Khan had doomed him to a 
cruel and lingering death; but one of his 
guards, touched with his great age; the 
high dignity he had born; his cruel fuffer- 
ings; and heavy lamentations for his mur- 
dered fon ; conveyed, in pity to him, a dofe 
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of poifon; which he greedily fwallowed and 


put an end to his miferable being. 


Sumfeer Khan, after this exemplary ven- 
geancc, made a fhort ftay at Patna, and re- 
tired to his country with an immenfe booty ; 
but without paying any further regard, at 
leaft for the prefent, to the engagements that 
fubfifted between him and Mbir Hubbeed. 


The fates of Hodjee Hamet and ‘feyndi 
Hamet Khan, met a very different regard 
from the world; the latter being as much 
lamented, as the memory of his father was 
detefted. But it may be very eafily con- 
ceived that the lofs of both proved a heavy 
ftroke of Affliction tothe Ufurper ; who now 
became as eminently wretched as he was 
great. His grief on the arrival of the news 
was fuch, that it was with the greateft dif- 
ficulty he was prevented following them.— 
However ; cool reflection foon took place; 
and his ufual fortitude furmounted, in a few 
days, the firft violent impreffions of his ir- 
reparable misfortune; and obliged bim to 
attend the concerns of his government; to 
which he was roufed and ftimulated by the 
{pirited, wife and affectionate seprefentations 
of his Begum ——A woman whofe wifdom, 
magnanimity, benevolence, and every ami- 
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able quality, reflected high honour on her 
fex and ftation. She much influenced the 
Ufurper’s councils, and was ever confulted 
by him in every material movement in the 
ftate; except when fanguinary and trea- 
cherous meafures were judged neceffary ; 
which he knew fhe would oppofe, as the 
ever condemned them when perpetrated 
howfoever fuccefsful, predicting always 
that fuch politics would end in the ruin of 
his family. 





Though the Ufurper’s critical fituation 
called him to action; yet the death of his 
nephew ever after remained a heavy pref- 
{ure upon his heart. He greatly loved him, 
and had defigned him his fucceffor in the 
government of the Soubahfhip, in preference 
to Hodjee’s eldeft fon; who then bore the 
title of the Emperor’s Dewan, (to which 
he had juft as much right_as his uncle had 
tothat of Soubah.) But this defign being 
blafted by the untimely decenfe of ‘feyndi 
Amet ; and that occafioned by the pernici- 
ous policy of his brother and himfelf: the 
only amends in his power to make to the 
manes of his murdered nephew was, to 
transfer the affection he ever bore him, to 
his eldeft fon Mbirza Mabommed; whom he 
immediately adopted as his own: and this 
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youth was, from that period, looked upott 
as his fucceffor. 


Until the rains broke up in Odfober 1747, 
the Ufurper remained unmolefted ; but now 
the Mabarattors re-entered the province of 
Bengal by the Bierbobeen hills ; and Sumfer 
Khan having fafely lodged his Patna plun- 
der returned and entered Babar ; at laft re- 
mindful of his engagement to Mbir Hub- 
beeb, and hoping by an union with the Ma- 
barattors, to fhare at \eaft the plunder alfo of 
Mor fhadabad. 


The Ufurper had taken the field very 
early—and on the firft advice that Sumfeer 
Kban had entered Babar, he advanced to- 
wards him by rapid marches; thirfting to 
revenge his brother’s and nephew’s deaths ; 
and depending that he fhould be able to 
engage and defeat him before the Maha- 
rattors could poffibly join him. Whilft he 
was in this: purfuit, the Mabarattors, who 
did not think it eligible to rifque an action 
with the Ufurper until they had joined 
their new allies, were on full march to the 
fettled rendezvous at Bogolpore ; near which 
place the three armies arrived about the 
fame time in the night. The Ufurper en- 
camped, and fent out his {pies for intelli- 
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gence. They foon returned and informed 
him he was encamped between the enemies 
armies; the Patans a corfe to the North- 
ward of him; and the Mabarattors about 
the fame diftance to the Southward.—This 
perilous fituation would have ftruck any but 
this brave Ufurper with alarm and terror : 
fome of his general officers propofed his 
taking the advantage of the night, and at- 
tempting a filent retreat to Src/ygully ; but he 
rejected this overture with high indignation. 
—He was perfectly acquainted with the dif- 
ferent genius and difpofition of the enemies 
he had to encounter; and from this know- 
ledge formed his refolutions ; the only re- 
fource left him was inftantly obvious to this 
confummiate general and foldier. 


At midnight he held a council of war, 
of three or four of his principal officers 
only. To thefe he opened his defigns, and 
directed them to iffue orders for the troops 
to be ready to march, half an hour before 
day break ; without {triking their tents 
ftri@ly prohibiting they fhould encumber 
themfelves with aught but their arms; for 
that his own, his cfficers, and foldiers bag- 
gage fhould be left in the camp; for which 
he himfelf would be accountable to them. 

— Thefe 
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~———-=—Thefe orders diftributed he went to 
sett, 


Before day break the Ufurper put himfelf 
at the head of his troops, and marched to 
attack the Patans; leaving his camp ftand- 
ing he found them prepared to receive 
him, not doubting but their allies, whofe 
fituation they had learnt, would attack his 
rear. A blcody engagement enfued, in 
which the Ufurper might juftly fay, with 
another great ufurper, ‘that he had many 
“ times fought for Empire, but in this bat- 
“¢ tle, for Life.”—After an obftinate con- 
tcft Sumfeer Khan was flain and the Patans 
put to flight—inftead of purfuing them, he 
immediately returncd in good order to his 
camp; where, as he had forefeen, he found 
the Mabaratiors plundenng it, confufedly 
difperfed, and regardlefs ot the commands 
of their General or Officers :—In this fitu- 
ation the Ulurper fell upon them, and atter 
a great flaughtcr gave them a total defeat 
and rout. After thefe exploits he returned 
triumphantly to his capital. 








Notwithftanding thefe glorious fuccefies, 
he was inceffantly harrafled by, and forced 
to be ever in the field againtt the Mabarat- 
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tors, until the year 1750; when he made a 
lafting peace with them on the terms recited 
in the ‘** Short fketch of the hiftory of Ben- 
«* gal,” before mentioned ; to which we beg 
leave to refer. There the reader may if 
he pleafes follow this great wicked ‘man, 
‘* through the more pleafing feenes of domeftic 
‘“‘iife, and public tranjutllty”’ We thall 
content ourfelves in ciofing this chapter, and 
fecond general head, with a few circumftan- 
ces which happened in confequence of his 
natural demife, dnno 1756.———It is pretty 
well known, and has been by us feverely 
felt, that he was fucceeded by Mbirza Ma- 
bommed his adopted fon and grandfon (who 
afflumed the title of Surajad Dow/a) in the . 
government: that after he had quelled an 
oppofition that was made to his fucceflion by 
part of his own family, he directed his arnis 
again{t our fettlements ; took, and deflroyed 
them. The caufes for that invafion of 
property, have been faithfuliy inveftigated 
and prefented to the public in a fecond edi- 
tion of « India Tiacts,” publithed March 
1764. This fhort recapitulation would 
have h d nv place here, but to introduce a 
circumftance not fo well known as the fore- 
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Jution to attack and drive the Englith out 
of 
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of Bengal, he was oppofed by the affedtio- 
nate remonftrances of the deceafed Alrverdé 
Khan's Begum, already mentioned——with 
every argument which love and maternal 
authority could devife, the laboured to 
diffwade him from his purpofe ; but laboured 
to no end: for though the young tyrant pre- 
ferved fome reverence for her perfon, yet 
her influence was not great: but when fhe 
found him deaf to her entreaties, the had 
the courage to tell him, ‘ She faw his own 
“© fate was blended with, and waited on 
‘“* the deftruction he was aiming to accom- 
‘* plith againft the Englifh; and that if he 
“ perfifted, his rafhnefs and injuftice would 
‘s not only be the caufe of his own death, 
“<¢ but the total ruin of his family.” Her 
wifdom and forefight was fo great and ex- 
tenfive, that 1¢ was commonly faid by the 
Ufurper, ‘* He never knew her judgment ar 
‘© predictions fail.” 


We hope to meet with pardon for doing 
honour to the character of this extraordinary 
woman ; efpecialiy as we thereby embrace 
a favourable opportunity of difcharging the 
tribute of fincere gratitude particularly due 
from us,—the author owing life and liberty 
to her humane and fuccefsful interceffion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Ik. 


A VING in the preceeding chapter 
fhewn from what caufes, and by what 
gradations the provinces of Bengal fell under 
the ufurpation of Ahverd/ Khan ; our plan 
leads us next to convey a fummary account 
of their produce ; the divifion of their princi- 
pals; diftricts; and towns; with their fitu- 
ation refpecting each other ; and their com- 
monly eftimated diftance from our principal 
fettlement of Calcutta, 


_ Geographers have diftinguifhed thefe pro- 
vinces by the title of the rich Kingdom of 
Bengal ; an epithet it highly merited when 
confidered in its original ftate of opulence 
and tranquillity ; in which point of view we 
intend to exhibit it; for this prevalent rea- 
fon only; that we think it perfectly capable 
of being re-inftated and improved; a cir- 
.cumftance well worthy our pre/ent knowledge 
and attention, 
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To form a juft eftimate of the value and 
importance of thefe provinces, we muft con- 
fider them at the period, when they were 
governed by the younger princes of the 
Blood Royal; that is, fome years before 
Yaffier Khan's Soubahthip; for in his time 
they firft began to decline and decreafe in 
their worth ; from caufes already inveftiga- 
ted in our Jaft general head. 


From his demife, the country for a few 
years recovered, and began to flourifh, un- 
til within two years of the deceafe of Sujab 
Khan ; when, by the rapacity of Hodyjee 
Hamet, the Rajahs and Zemindars were 
again cruelly opprefied and plundered; and 
were thereby difabled from making good their 
contracts to the government. Soon after 
this period, commenced the ufurpation of 
Aliverdi khan; that drew on the Maberat- 
tor invafion ; which overwhelmed the coun- 
try in miferies of every kind for the full 
{pace of eight years. 





The peace which the Ufurper made with 
thefe invaders, 40 1750; feemed, for four 
or five years, to promife the reftoration of 
vigour to this harafied country: but its 
fhattered conftitution was fcarcely beginning 
to revive, when the rafh condu@t of Pied 
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fucceeding young tyrant reduced it again to 
eminent peril. A juft vengeance and ne- 
ceffity drew the Englifh arms againft him 
and his country ; which prodaced a revolu- 
tion fatal to himfelf and family ;—neceffity 
again, produced a fecond revolution ; 
wantonnefs athird; and when we fhall ftop, 
time alone can difclofe-—A few individuals 
may benefit by this fhifting fyftem; but 
total ruin to the trade of the provinces, and 
to the Company, muft manifeftly in the end 
be the confequence of this continued war- 
fare, if not timely prevented ; notwithftand- 
ing the flattering fallacious fuccefs of our 
arms. 





The foregoing fhort recapitulation we 
thought neceflary, to vindicate our conclu- 
fion ; that no perfect judgment can be made 
of the vdlue of this ineftimable country from 
any period of time within the laft forty 
years ; during which fpace, with fiw and 
fhort interruptions, it has been involved in 
war, and labored under difficulties that have 
impaired it’s very vitals. Thence, the necef- 
fity of our giving a picture of it in a per- 
manent fettled government; when the Jands 
were permitted to yield their produce un- 
molefted ; when the manufactures and every 
branch of trade flourifhed ; and when the 
rents, reven.es and cuftoms rcfulting from 
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that happy ftate, prove it to have been as 
valuable a fpot as any upon this globe; if 
not the moft fo. 


To this defirable ftate, we repeat, from our 
perfect knowledge and experience, it is capa- 
ble of being reftored under a proper govern- 
ment; if it was not, our prefent labors were 
vain ; and could anfwer no end or purpofe. 
What effential end and purpofe they are 
calculated to obtain, we fliall now venture 
to open; and as I have no motive to in- 
fluence me but fincere gratitude to my for- 
mer employers, and true love for my coun- 
try, I truft my endeavours will meet with 
candour and thanks—at leaft from the pub- 
lic, if not from that ref/pectable body of men, 
for whofe benefit they are more particularly 
intended. 


Notwithftanding the plaufible face of 
fuccefs, our affairs in Bengal may wear at 
prefent by late advices from thence; it is 
as demonftrable as any propofition in Eu- 
clid, that they cannot produce the great 
and effential end aimed at, vz. a lafting 
peace and fettled government; without 
which, the Company muft fink under the 
prefflure of a long expenfive war; which 
not only {wallows up their new acquired 
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revenues ; but impedes and fhackles their 
trade in every inftance, fhape and form. 
In profecution of this war, the heads of 
their fervants abroad are turned and bewil- 
dered ; and their mercantile bufinefs (which 
only can fupport the Company in the end) 
mutt fuffer under unavoidable neglects and 
abufes. The gentlemen at home in the di- 
rection of affairs, muft labor under heavy em- 
barraffements in conducting the two branches 
of war and trade; either of which would 
fully employ their whole time and atten- 
tion. 


A trading and a fighting company, is a 
two headed monfter in nature, that cannot 
exift long ; as the expence and inexperience 
of the latter, muft exceed, confound, and 
deftroy every profit or advantage gained by 
the former—New temporary victories, fti- 
mulate and pufh us on to grafp at new ac- 
quifitions of territory; thefe call for a large 
increafe of military force to defend them; 
and thus we fhall go on, grafping and ex- 
pending, until we cram our hands {fo full 
that they become cramped and numbed ; and 
we fhall be obliged to quit, and relinquith 
even that part, which we might have held 
faft; if bounds had been fet to our progrefs 
N 3 which 
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which (upon the prefent fyflem) we now 
fee is utterly impoffib’e ; therefore a total 
chinge in our politics becomes indifpenfa- 
bly neceffary. 


The genlemen in the direction muft 
furcly fee thi: fatal tendency of their affairs, 
and muft tremble at it———but where's the 
remedy they will fay ?—it has been already 
pointed out and no regard paid to it—pof- 
fibly, though convinced, they want the pub- 
lic fanétion to a Tep they may think fo ex- 
traordinary——thow sh every day they are 
ta‘ung fle» more extraordinary, in fupport- 
ing their {ervants in a war againft the Mo- 
pul, his Vice-Roys, and fubjects, which on 
the protent plin tuft unavoidably prove 
the ruin of the company.—W¢ have a con- 
fiderable concern in this ftoc’, and therefore 
daivy a night to fprak—when private re- 
me Urinces fail, public oncs may acquire a 
duc is.duence. 


Why we fhould wantonly perfift in a 
flate of deftructive war, with a Potentate, 
whole alliance is fo matcrially neceflary to 
us; when we have i. fo much in our power 
to make a ufvful friend of him and his fuc- 
eeflors; is a conduct that furpafs human 


under- 


{ 183 ) 


underftanding ; and yet that fuch has been 
our conduét for five years paft is moft cer- 
tain. 


Let us have done with this ringing 
changes upon Soubahs ; there’s no end to 
it. Let us boldly dare to be Soubah ours 
felves ; our own terms have been more than 
once offered to us by the Emperor; why 
fhould we longer hefitate to accept them? 
We have not icrupled to feize and poffefs 
part of his territory with violence ; furely 
it would be more confcientious, and more 
confiftent with the laws of nature and na- 
tions, to hold the whole of thefe provinces 
under him, by his own appointment.—That 
this would be readily affented to on his 
part, if a preper overture came from us, is 
not to be doubted : the confideration of his 
own great and obvious aivantages, and the 
necetiities of his fituation would leave him 
no room for choice. 


We have already convinced him, we are 
able, when we have a mind to fet our own 
ruin and the lives of our fellow fubjects at 
nought, to hold this part of his country from 
him, in fpite of his ftrongeft efforts againft 
us; nay, poffibly we might retain it under 
our fubjection for fome thort time at leat ; 
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but the confequence to him, and us, is obvi- 
ous: a wanton expence of blood and trea- 
fure; while the object we are contending 
for is daily more and more defolated by 
this contention ; and, bye and bye, will not 
be worth the poffeffion of either-——for 
every movement that docs not tend to a 
lafting and firm peace by advantaging both,’ 
is fruitlefs; and can have no permanent or 
falutary cffect: and moft fure it is, that the 
plan we have hitherto purfued, and are ftill 
Plame cannot accomplifh that defiruble 
iffue. 





It is true, we have feen our forces in the 
Eaft, under the condu@ of an able and 
active commander, drive the Mogul’s Vice- 
Roys out of the provinces, It is alfo true, 
that we have fecn a fpirited condu& and 
bravery in the Mogul’s troops, that ought 
juftly to Arike us with apprchenfion of fu- 
ture confequences. The Ruffans when firft 
attacked by Sweden, did not poffefs a tenth 
part of the courage and difcipline that thefe 
our enemies have now acquired; and yet 
the event is known to the world. Let us 
seafon upon very probable fuppofitions ; and 
not reft in a too great and flattering fecuri- 
ty, at a time when we have the greateft 
caufe to be alarmed. 
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( 185 ) 

Suppofe the Mogul’s Vice-Roys fhould, 
from experience, at laft evidently fee ; that 
the only way to conquer us, and render our 
courage and difcipline of none effect, is to 
avoid ever coming to a general action with 
us: with the great fuperiority of numbers 
they will ever be able to bring into the field, 
they may by this precaution and dividing 
their army (which confifts chiefly of caval- 
ry) into final] bodies ; cut off our provifions 
and forage; beit up our quarters; harrafs 
our handful of men without ceafing ; and 
finally deftroy us without danger to them- 
{elves and 1s it improbable they fhould at 
laft adopt this conduct ? we pronounce, no; 
it is moft probable they will, as the only 
refource left for them. 





Let us again, fuppofe a rupture with 
France, whilit we are engaged in this war 
with the Mogul; our prefidency of Fort 
Wrilam, and our other factories in a man- 
ner deferted; ard the chif ftrength of all 
our fettiements acting at the diftance of eight 
or nine hund:ed miles from the center of 
our pofieffions. We will not fuppofe a 
rupture with France near; but let it come 
when it will, it fets at nought the article 
in the laft treaty of peace, which gave us 
an exclufive right to Benga/; and therefore 

I ought 
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ought to be attended to: for it is not to 
be imagined, that they will neglect fo fa- 
vourable an occafion of attacking a fettiement, 
which conftitute , in the Eafl, the very ef- 
fence of our being ; when they find it left 
Gefenceiefs by the abfence of our troops. 


In thort, every conficration calls aloud 
for a period being put to this unprofitable, 
and precarious war, by fume oiher plan of 
operations; and we aflert none is fo eligible, 
honourable, or practicable, as that we have 
now hinted at—We have nibbled at thefe 
provinces for eight years ; and notwithftand- 
ing an immenfe acquifitinn of territory and 
revenue, what benefit has refulted fom our 
fuccefics, to the con.pany? are their divi- 
dends raited to the Jate ftandard of eight per 
Cent? no it is impofftbie they fhould, 
whilft this deftruQive expentive conteft ex- 
ifts---and fhall we thus goon, mibhung and 
nibb'ing at the duit, until the trap falls and 
crufhes us?---but to come more immediately 
to the point. 





Permit us, Gentlemen, moft humbly to ad- 
vife, that exprefs orders be fent without de- 
Jav to your Profident and Governor of Fort 
Wiham; to mike the following overture of 
peace to the Mogul; viz. ‘* That on con- 

‘ dition 
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dition of his appointing and invefting (ta 
all intents and purpofes) your Governor 
for the time being, Soubah of the Pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Babar, and Oriffa; you 
will engage on your part, that the {ti- 
pulated fum of one khorore of rupees, 
fhall be annually paid into the royal trea- 
** fury ; free of all deductions.” 
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As this fum nearly doubles the ftipulation 
made by the ufurper déverd/ Khan, with the 
Vizir Munfoor dh Khan, Anno 1750, (a 
tythe of which by the bye was never paid) 
and we venture to fay, re-aoudbles in one year, 
any advantages the Emperors have received 
from the revenues of thefe provinces, for the 
fpace of forty years laff paff; we cannot en- 
tertain a doubt of his molt readily acceding 
to the teiras propofed ; as thereby he would 
alfo fecure a powerful ally, who could be 
occafionally of fervice to him on any emcr- 
gency, in his government. 


When we are invefted with this fovercign- 
ty and empowered to difplay the Mogul’s 
royal ftandard ; the provinces will be eafily 
governed and kept in fubj-ction, ata lefs an- 
nual expence and force, than the Company 
are now from neceffity loided with but 
fuppofe it double, the /fake is amply fufli- 
cient, a5 we fhall prefeathy demonitrate. 


Some 
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Some narrow minded people, ftrangers to 
the nature of the country and government, 
will ftart ; and make the greatnefs of the ob- 
ject a bugbear to their hopes and wifhes--- 
Was it poffible, that the Comp.ny could 
unmolefted enjoy what they have got, and 
purfuc their trade withcut interruption ; we 
fhould be amongft the firft that might juftly 
exclaim againft their extending their views ; 
---but, that this was impracticable, we have 
long forefeen and publicly declared ;---and 
if we think at all, we muft now be con- 
vinced there is no medium, or alternative, 
but this; that can be adopted with any 
appearince of fecurity or permanency 
aut Scubab, aut nullus, mutt now be our 
motto. 





We cannot enough applaud the feafonable 
meafure of fending out Lord Cee, which 
we efteem a happy event ; notwithftanding, 
what could be done upon the prefent plan 
of politics, has been done without him 
the weight of his Lordfhip’s reputation and 
expericnce, in thofe parts, will moft effcn- 
tially promote this our new plan: he is the 
beft qualified to negociate it; the fitteft to 
he firft invefled with that hizh power ; and 
the moft capable of fixing and leaving it 
upon a folid bafis———That thefe are or 
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real {entiments, flowing from a juft regard 
to his Lordfhip’s character, I think the pub- 
lic will not doubt; as they already know, 
we lie under no obligations to that quarter, 
that might excite our partiality. 


Weare very fenfible, our rulers at home 
do not like to have the affairs of the Com- 
pany, the fubject of public difquifition. But 
as they and their affairs, are now truly be- 
come a very important national concern; 
and their own inteftine quarrels have given 
a latitude to make their conduct the fport 
ofevery pen; wethink there needs the lefs 
apology for the liberty we now take; as one 
of our chief motives is, to extricate shen 
from the difficultics, we imagine they muit 
be plunged in at this period. And nodrown- 
ing man will be angry at another, who 
ftretches out a friendly hand to five him 
from finking '—The pointing out a meafure 
to them that muft, if it takes place, in a 
very fhort {fpace, mount their ftock in fub- 
ftantial rea) value to five hundred ; will not 
burt them or the proprietors. 


But it may be afked us, if thefe only are 
your motives, why not intimate the meafure 
in private to our chairman or court of direc- 
tors? Why not communicate it, and en- 

force 
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force it, at a quarterly general court? Why 
not call a general court on fpecial matters? 
Why are our affairs and fchemes to be can- 
vaffed by the public? Have patience, my 
friends, and we will anfwer thefe interroga- 
tc ries by one prevalent reafon that deter- 
mines us, to adopt none of them.—Private 
intimations for public good, leave the par- 
ties entrufled, at large; and without public 
check, to concur with, or reeé# and lay 
afide, the means propofed ; as caprice, want 
of comprehenfion, particular private viewsy 
or divided counfels, may chance to influ- 
ence :---but when pu‘licly made, they then 
become accountable to the world. In af- 
fignit @ thi reafon, we muft not be thought 
to infnvate one dutbt, injurious to the ho- 
paur and intecuty of the prefent Chairman, 
or pretent cours ef Diccturs, whom, from 
the fircerity of cur heart, we believe as 
much attached to the true intereft of the 
dvd Inia Company, as any fctt of gentle- 
inen Who ever tutat that board. 





Our with is. to promote the well being 
ofthe Bed Lied Company; and not in- 
tentionsiy to give offence to any; and if 
eur propoied plan meets not the approba- 
tion and concurrence cf thofe who will 
molt benefit by the event, we can only Ja- 

ment 
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ment their lofs and our own.---It appears 
by a correfpondence laid before the public, 
laft year, that we urged the neceffity of shis 
meafure in the year hag Glorious! would 
have been the iffue for the company, had it 
been then carried into execution ; and happy 
for many unfortunate individuals, who fince 
perithed by a contrary fyftem of politics !--- 
There would then have been no call or ne- 
ceffity for this Nabob-changing fcheme ; 
the provinces would have been eftablithed 
in peace; and war, revolutions, murders, 
and maffacres, without a being-———however, 
from a thorough conviction we fay, it is not 
now too late to regain the happy opportu- 
nity we then loft: nay, fubfequent events, 
rather encourage and afford a more favor- 
able afpect; as things may be accomplifhed 
now under lefs difficulties, than we fhould 
at that period have had to encounter and 
ftruggle with.---In this confidence we fhall 
proceed, and by a rough {ketch of the pro- 
duce of the revenues, flow the vaft ftake we 
throw for. If we win, the gain will be im- 
menfe: if we fail in the attempt, we are but 
where we were; and at the worft, fhall 
have it in our power to refume our o/4 Dog 


Tret policy again. 
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At Natoor, about ten days travel _North- 
Eaft of Calcutta, refides the family of the 
moft ancient and opulent of the Hindoo 
Princes of Bengall; Rajab Rhaam Khaunt,; 
of the race of Bramins; who deceafed in 
the year 1748, and was fucceeded by his 
wife, a Princefs named Bowanny Rbaanee ; 
whole Dewan, or Minifter, was Diaram 
of the Ieely caft, or Tribe. They poffets 
a tract of country of about thirty-five days 
travel *; ard under a fettled government, 
their ftipul..ted annual rents to the crown 
were feventy lac of Srcca rupees, the 


real revenues, about one khorore and an 
half. 





The chief tow:s of thefe diflriéts are 
Maldu, Hurrtal, Seerpore, Balekoofby, and 
Cogmarry ; all feparately famous for manu- 
facturing the following {pecies of piece 
goods, viz. for the Europe markets, coffacs, 
clatches, hummums, chowtahs, corally foo- 
fies, feerfuchers and raw-filk: for the 
markets of Buforab, Mocha, ‘fudda, Pegu, 





* The Gentoos cftimate diftances by corfes, but more 
commonly by a day's journey, which they reckon five 
eorfe, but as the corf. varies in different diftricts, from 
one and a half to two and 4 half miles Enzi, we take 
the medium days travel at ten EngiiZ miles. 


Acheen 
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Asheen and Malacca, the different forts of 
cofla's, baftas, fannoofe,‘ mulmulls,’ tanjebs, 
ordinary kenchees, Ge. &e. 


This country produces alfo, copofs, or 
Bengal cotton, with which the above fort- 
ments of goods are in part manufactured ; 
but the produce does not bear any propor- 
tion to the confumption, fo that they are 
indebted to foreign markets for this article ; 
and chiefly to the port of Surat. 


The towns of Bowangunge, Sichgunge, 
Sorupgunge, and Yummaalgunge, are all {a- 
mous markets for grain; as their names 
imply *. 


Contiguous to this laft mentioned dif- 
tri@t, but ftill more to the North-Eaft, lie 
the lands of Rajah Praunaut of the Koyt, 
or Scribe Caft. His diftrict extends about 
fifty days travel; confifts moftly of low- 
lands; and is in great part annually over- 
flowed. His ftipulated yearly payment is 
twenty lac ; the real produce of his revenue, 
from fixty to feventy---the chief produts of 
his country are grain, oil, and ghee, (an 
article much ufed in Indian cookery) it like- 
wife yields fome {pecies of piece goods and 


@ The meaning of Gunge being a graio market. 
O raw 
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raw filk; alfo foole fugar, lump jaggre, 
ginger, long pepper, and piplymol---articles 
that ufually compofe the gruff cargoes of our 
outward bound thipping. 


The principal towns of this diftri&, are 
Rungpore, Gocragat ; and Santofe Buddaal, 
the capital refidence of the head of this fa- 
mily : from thefe rungs, the Eaf India 
comnpanics ate fupplied with fannoos, mul- 
mulls, tanjebs and raw-filk. 


The great market of Bugwan Gola*, is 
fupplicd from this diftrict, with the three 
impcertant articles of grain, oil, and ghee :--- 
and now we have occafion to mention this 
mart, it is not for..gn to our purpofe to 
dwell a litle longer on it it is fituate on 
the G.races, about a day and a half North from 
Morfhac. ted ; and two days South Eafterly 
Cf Rajumbel ; 2141s the greateft market for 
the above-mentioned articles in Indoffan, or 
polly in the known world. The cuftoms 
on grain only, amount to three lac of rupees 
per de um—ail the cultoms and duties of 
Brewen Gla, rank in the lift of revenues, 
under the head of Ad:/s Athol, that is, duties 
which are kept in the government's hands ; 
and not farmed out. 





® Gsla fignifies a granary. 
This 
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This place is defended on the land fide by 
aditch and pallifadoes; and is always, in 
troublefome times, garrifoned by a thoufand 
horfe and a thoufand foot.———In the year 
1743, it was four times attacked by the Ma- 
harattors, under Bofibar Pundit and Alibeg, 
who were as often repulfed—It is a place of 
fuch importance to the Soubsh, that the 
command of the garrifon is always beftowed 
on the moft experienced and truft worthy 
officer he has in his fervice: the whole of 
its revenues being ufually valued, in peace- 
able times, at thirty lac fer Annum. In the 
beginning of the year 1750, it was again 
attacked by the Maharattors; taken and 
plundered of an immenfe booty. 


North-Welt of Fort William, and about 
‘three days and a half diftant, lie the Jands 
of Rojab Tilluck Chund, extending twelve 
days travel. The ttipulated rents of thefe 
lands are thirty-two lac fer Annum, bunt 
their real produce and valuc, from eighty 
lac to one kherore. This is the principal 
of the three diftricts, ceded in perpetuity to 
the company, by the treaty with Cofim dl: 
Khan, in the year 1760. 


The principal towns of this diflrict are 
Burdwan, Kirpy, Rudnagore, Dewangunge 
O 2 and 
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and Balkkiffager; thefe fupply the Eaf? In- 
dia companies with the following fortments 
of piece goods, viz. doorcas, terrandams, 
cuttanies, foofies, foot romaals, gurras, fef- 
terfoys, fanton coupees, cherriderries, chilys, 
cuftas and doofoota’s. The capital, Burd- 
wan, may be properly called the center of 
the trade of the provinces. In tranquil 
times, this place afforded an annual large 
vend for the valuable ftaples of lead, cop- 
per, broad cloth, tin, pepper, and toota- 
nague. The Puggiah merchants from Delby 
and gra, reforted yearly to this great 
mart; and would again, if peace was eftab- 
lithed in the country :———they purchafed 
the above ftaples, cither without money; or 
in barter for opium, tincal, falt petre and 
horfes. 


This diftrit produces raw-filk and co- 
ofs, fufficient only for manufacturing their 
oofies, cuttanees and gurras.---The leffer 
towns manufacture other inferior fortments 
of cloth, as feerbunds, gollabunds, &c. 

it produces grain, cqual to the confumption 
of the people only. 





Burdumaan (the proper name of the dif- 
trict) is high, better peopled, and better 
cultivated than any part of the three pro- 

vinces, 
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vinces. Bieffings! that caufed it every year, 
more particularly, to become a prey to the 
Mabarattors; as before recited. 


The family of this Rajah farmed lands 
to the amount of four lac per sdnnaum, con- 
tiguous to the bounds of Calcutta; and had 
a palace at Beallab, about feven miles South 
of it---the fort of Buzbudjce, on the Ganges, 
was alfo their property. 


To the Weft of Burdwan, fomething 
Northerly, lie the lands belonging to the 
family of Rajah Gopaul Sing, of the Raaz- 
pot Bramin tribe. They poffefs an extent of 
fixteen days travel; this diftrict produces an 
annual revenue of between thirty and forty 
lac; but from the happinefs of their fitua- 
tion, he is perhaps the moft independant 
Rajah of Indofan; having it always in his 
power to overflow his country, and drown 
any enemy that comes againft him: as 
happened at the beginning of Soujah Khan's 
government; who fent a ftrong body of 
horfe to reduce him: thefe he fuffered to 
advance far into his country; then opening 
the dams of the rivers he deftroyed them to 
aman. This action difcouraged any fubfe- 
quent attempts to reduce him but if the 
frontiers of the diftrict were fo invefted, as 

O 3 to 
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to prevent the exit of the merchandize of his 
country, which might eafily be donc, he 
would be prefently brought to obedience ; 
and would be glad to compound for a tri- 
bute of twenty lac fer Annum. As itis; he 
can hardly be faid to acknowiedge any 
allegiance to the Mogul or Soubah; fome 
years deigning to {end to him an acknow- 
ledgcment, by way of falaamy (or prefent) 
of 15,0.0 rupecs; fometimes 20,000; and 
foine years not any thing at all; as he hap- 
pens to be difpured. 3 


But in truth, it would be almoft cruelty 
to moleit thefe happy peop'e; for in this 
diflrict, are the only veftiges of the beauty, 
purity, piety, regularity, equity and ftridt- 
nels of the aucient Indoffan government. 
Here the property, as well as the liberty of 
the people, are inviclate. Here, no robberies 
are heard of, either private or public: the 
traveller, either with, or without merchan- 
dize, on his entering this didrict, becomes 
the immediate care of the government; 
which alluts him guards without any ex- 
pence, to conduct him from ftage to ftage ; 
and thefe are accountable for the fafety and 
accommodation of his perfon and effects.--- 
At the end of the firlt ftage, he is delivered 
over, with certain benevolent formalities, = 

¢ 
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the guards of the next; who after interro- 
gating the traveller, as to the ufage he had 
received in his journey, difmifs the firtt 
guard with a written certificate of their 
behaviour, and a receipt for the traveller 
and his effects: which certificate or receipt 
are returnable to the commanding officer of 
the firft ftage ; who regifters the fame, and 
regularly reports it tothe Rajah. 


In this form, the traveller is pafled through 
the country; and if he only pafiis, he is not 
fuffered to be at any expence for food, ac- 
commodation, or carriage tor hi merchan- 
dize or baggage. But it is otherwife, it he 
is permitted to make any refidence in one 
place above three days; unlefs occafioned 
by ficknefs, or any unavoidable accident.--- 
If any thing is loft in this diftri¢t; for in- 
ftance, a bag of money or other valuable; 
the perfon who finds it, hangs it upon the 
next tree, and gives totice to the neareft 
Chowkey or place of guard; the officer of 
which, orders :mmediate publication of the 
fame by beat of tomtom, or drum. 


There are in this preciné, no lefs than 
three hundred and fixty confiderable Pago- 
da's or places of public worfhip; ented 
by this Rajah and his anceftors, The 
worfhip of the cow is here carried to fo 


O4 great 
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preat anextreme; that if that animal meets 
with a violent death, the city, or village, 
to which it belonged, goes into a general 
mourning and faft, for three days; and all 
are obliged, from the Rajah to the meaneft 
of the people, to remain on the fpot, where 
they firft heard the publication of the ae- 
cident ; and are employed, during that fpace, 
in performing various expiation§, ag dire@t- 
ed in the S4afch. But more of this under 
a {ubfequent general head. 


Bifnapore, the capital, and chief refidence 
of the Rajah, and which gives a name to the 
whole diftrict, is alfo the chicf feat of trade. 
The produce of the country confit of fhaal 
timbers (a wood equal in quality to the beft 
of our oak) dammer lacca’s, an inferior fort- 
ment of raw-filk-——and copofs and grain, 
fufficient only for their confumption : it is 
from this diftrict that the Eaf India Com- 
panies are chiefly fupplied with the article of 
fhell lacca. 


North-Weft of Bifnepore, contiguous 
lic the territories of Buddeir ‘Jamma Khan, 
fon and fucceffor to Afoola Khan, a Mogul, 
and Prince of Brerbobeen.——~How this 
Mabommedan family, originally crept in 
among the Hiadoa Rajabs, we never could 

learn 
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learn with any precifion; but think it pro: 
ceeded from it’s importance to the Mogul 
government ; as being the pafs into Bengal, 
from which moft danger of invaders was 
to be apprehended; and therefore the Em- 
peror judged it expedient to have the govern- 
ment of this pafs in the hands of a Mahom- 
med:n Prince; the conquered Rajahs not 
being deemed truft worthy. 


The lands formerly poffeffed by this fa- 
mily, equalled in extent thofe of Bif/napore ; 
and yielded nearly the fame articles of mer- 
chandize, and about the fame revenue: 
but as foon as Aliverdi Khan ufurped the 
government of the Soubahihip, he divefted 
this Rajah (for fo he is commonly called) 
of a great part of his country, and other- 
ways onprefied him; which he had after- 
wards caufe to repent, as we have before 
fhewn, but notwithftanding that, he remain- 
ed taxed at ten lac per Annum. 


The fertile part of his country is in 
the center of the Béerbobeen mountains. 
His chief refidence ts the tortrefs of Nagur ; 
and his principal town of trade, is I/lum- 
buzar ; from whence the Eaf India Com- 
panies ufually had the greateft part of their 
gurras provided: bat the Mcharattor — 

on 
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fion occafioned, in a great meafure, this 
branch of trade to be transferred to the town 
of Cutwab. 


North Eaft of Calcutta, diflant about 
three days journey, lics Kifnagur; the fort 
and capital of Rajah Kiffen Chund. He pof- 
fefles a tract of country of about twelve 
days journey; and is taxed at nine Lac per 
annum; though his revenucs exceed twenty 
five Lac. His principal towns are Santipore, 
Nuddeah, Bouren, &c. where mullmulls, cof- 
faes, and cotton yarn are manufactured for 
the Europe markets: the country produces 
copofs and grain, but not fufficient for ex- 
portation. 


The revenues of the city of Dacca (once 
the capital of Bengal) at a low eftimation, 
amount annually to two Khorore; proced- 
ing from cuftoms and duties levied on cloths, 
grain, oil, ghee, beetlenut, chank-metals, falt, 
and tobacco, &c. 


The foregoing inftances of the value of 
the lands, in the province of Bengal only, 
held by the Rajahs, thall fuffice ; without 
our particularifing thofe held by the Zemin- 
dars, {cattered through the province : fome 
of whom are very confiderable want 

Thefe 
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Thefe are generally taxed nearer the real va- 


lue of their lands, than thofe which are held 
by the Rajahs. 


Time preffes, and wil] not permit us to 
enter minutely into a detail of the other 
branches of the revenues of this opulent 
country, in times of fettled peace; a bare 
mention of the principal remaining fources 
will fally and amply juftify the point we aim 
at, and fhew the vaft importance of the ftake 
we are pufhing for. 


Under this head are the revenues of the 
city of Patna, and thofe of the province of 
Babar—the government of Purnea, a rich 
Nabobfiip—the revenues of the capital of 
Morfkadabad ; the city of Rajabmbol; the 
towns and diftricts of Cofimbuzar, Cutwab, 
Mercha, Buxbunder, Azimgunge, Filinghee, 
Baaker Gunge, Rajapore ; feveral petty Na- 
bobfhips and Fow/daarys, &c. &c. &c. 
the governments and diftrits of Msdnapore, 
and Chitygengh, already ceded to us by the 
treaty of -176c—and the Purgunnabs ceded 
by the treaty 1757, all held by a moft pre- 
carious tenure, whilft this war with the go- 
vernment fubfifts. 





We make no account of the province of 
Oriffa, ufually eftimated at one Khorore 
2 | and 
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and a half, becaufe it is a moot point, whe- 
ther the Ensperor will engage in any equi- 
valent plan of fatisfaétion for the Maberat- 
tors evacuating it. Be this as it may, if our 
general {cheme fucceeds, it would be worth 
our while to attempt the getting rid of them 
by fair means, as this province is greatly 
improvable, and conftitutes a neceflary fron- 
tier barrier to Bengal on the South. We 
fay nothing neither of the Yagghier lands, 
which are not taken into our eftimate, 
though thefe are objects may be worth a 
future confideration. 


To fum up the whole, we venture to 
ftake our credit and veracity on the sffer- 
tion, that the two provinces of Bengal and 
Babar, will fully yield a revenue of eleven 
Khorore per annum, or 13,750,000 pounds 
fterling—if it yields this under a defpotic 
and tyrannic government, in times of peace 
and currency of trade, what may we not. 
more expect from it’s improvements, under 
amild and Britith one >—We beg leave to 
repeat, by way of conclufion, that 


If we fhould fucceed in the attempt, 
great and glorious will be the Britith name 
in thofe parts; and immente the gain to the 
company and nation—if we fail—nothing 
remailss, 


% 
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remains, but to obtain a lafting peace on al- 
moft any terms—for if this war continues 
much longer, on the prefent ineffectual and 
expenfive footing, the company, as a com- 
pany, cannot poffibly fupport it; and there- 
fore they muft be reduced to the neceflity of 
applying to our own government, for more 
powerful and potent aids then they hither- 
to have been indulged and favored with ; 
though this has, we confefs, been pretty con- 
JSiderable already. What right we have (I 
fpeak as a proprietor) to claim or expect 
more—we leave to be refolved by our ho- 
norable rulers. 


With the above obvious conclufion, we 
clofe this our third general head, and firff 
part of our work ; and fhall proceed to the 
difcufion of our remaining five general 
heads, in a fecond part, as fpeedily as leifure 
and opportunity will permit. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Having received intimation that a cer- 
tain party intended again to make application 
to parliament, for an act to lay the /phrting 
of Eaft India ftock under fome reftriGtions ; 
and having ferioufly confidered this fubje& 
in, we think, a new poiat of view; we 


beg 
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beg leave to be heard a few words rela- 
tive to this matter ; and a few more, touch- 
ing the prefent mode of governing this com- 


pny: 


It is extraordinary that in the courfe of 
fo much altercation before the general elec- 
tion, laft year, on the propriety or inpro- 
priety of | wai Rtock ; two obvious confi- 
derations fhould not (2s we remember) have 
been ever urged in defence of this practice : 
which, if duly weighed, we humbly ima- 
gine would determine parliament to dif- 
countenanc., and throw out, any bill brought 
before them for the above-mentioned pur- 


pofe. 


That both parties, in the laft vear’s direc- 
tion, benefited themfeives by tls practice, 
is inconteftable; notwithftanding the bold 
affertion and fallacious reafoning on one fide ; 
and the unmafked hypocrify of their cham- 
pion Verax. 


It was afferted, ‘* that neither the ftock- 
«¢holder could {plit nor transfer, nor the 
‘“‘ transfer accept and vote, confiftendy 
** with a good confcience as a chriftian, or 
*‘ an honeft man.”"—To examine the foun- 
gation of this heavy charge, let us confider 

the 
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the fituation of every Eaft India proprietor on 
the common plan of voting, at general courts 
or general elections, 


The proprietor who holds 50,000 /. ori- 
ginal ftock, and he who holds soo/. are, 
touching the government of this company, 
upon an equal footing. Strange! that a re- 
gulation fo repugnant to equity and the na- 
ture of things, fhould have fo long fubfifted 
without amendment. 


The attachment and «:tlention, which every 
individual owes to the particular communi- 
ty he belongs to, will, nay, muft be in 

roportion to the f{pecific concern and part 
- holds therein: tnerefore the propric- 
tor who holds only soo/ ftock, will be 
lefs attached and attentive, and more liable 
to be {wayed and influenced to join in bad 
meafures with defigning men, than the 
proprictor who holds 50,0007, ftock 
Therefore whilft this inconfiftent regula- 
tion fubfifts, and the letter of it is ftrictly 
adhered to, what remedy or means has the 
proprietor of 8.,c00/, ftuck, to obtain an 
influence in the government of this com- 
pany on any critical emergency in their 
affairs, adequate to his concern and rifgue, 
but-this very method of {plitting and divid- 

ing 
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ing his flock? confequently, every attempt 
to deprive him of this only refource .is, 
beyond doubt, moft unjuft; and may tend 
to the deftruction of the company, if they 
fhould ever fall into the hands of a de- 
fig ng, felf-interefted, and wicked fet of 
direCtors. 


To refute the charge of difhonefty in the 
action itfelf, we need only confider it in 
comparifon with a tranfaction much more 
common ; yet, we conceive, ftrictly fimilar 
to it. 


A. borrows 500/. of B. on note of band 
payable in any feipulated time s;—will any 
man‘ be hatdy enough to fay, that this 
money is not the property of A. to all in- 
tents and purpofes, during the time of poffef- 
fion ?—-and could not A. con{cientioully and 
honeftly {wear it was fo ?———where then is 
the effential difference between borrowing 
sool. cafh, or s00/. ftock '—Verax will 
tell you (though he laughs in his fleeve at 
the fame time) “ that A. borrows the 
“ s00 /. cath to convert it to his own prti- 
** vate occafions : but that the ftock lent 
“¢ and transferred to A. is the confequence of 
“¢ 9 private compact and collufion between 
“A. and B. to enable and qualify A. to 
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*¢ vote on that fide of the queltion A. is ta 
‘¢ point out to him.”———Be it fo—yet the 
moment B. transfers, and A. accepts, this 
individual s00/. {tock becomes the property 
of A. it has every effential of property, that 
property can have annexed to it———he can 
fell, difpofe of, give it away, and expend it 
in any manner he pleafes; and though he 
determines to hold it, yet it remains totally 
in his own breaft on which fide he will be- 
ftow his vote, (as a certain party we believe 
found the laft election, to their great dif- 
appointment and difgrace.) Verax will 
again tell you, there is a counter obliga- 
tion for A’s replacing this individual ftock. 
---In like manner A. is obliged to repay his 
sool. cafh, and take up his note; if in 
either cafe he fails, B. has his remedy at law 
---but A. may moft truely {wear either to be 
bona fide his property, whilft they continue 
in his poffeffion ; tho’ he is accountable in 
the one cafe for payment, and the other for 
replacing. 





Touching the mode of governing this 
company, we beg leave to fay, it never 
was, nor ever can be we// geverned on it’s 
prefent inftitution.---Would you have your 
court of dirctors refpectable ? reduce their 
number to fourteen; raife the qualification 

P for 
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for a dire€tor to 10,000/. original ftock ; 
and their falaries to 600/. per annum. On 
this plan, the direction of your affairs would 
become an object worthy of being courted 
by men of the moft diftinguithed characters, 
abilities, and property: which the prefent great 
importance of this company loudly calls to be 
at their head---men who would not be 
fhackled by their neceflary attention to their 
own little concerns ; and thereby, obliged to 
abandon thofe of the company to the con- 
duct and difpofal of one, two, or three mem- 
bers of their body; which unhappily has 
been the fate of this company from it’s firft 
inftitution. 


S U P- 


SUPPLEMENT. 


eg, 





. To HENRY CRABB BOULTON, Efq; 
C H AI RMA N, 
AND THE REST OF THE GENTLEMEN 


At prefene in the Direction of the Affairs of the 
Kaft- India Company. 


GENTLEMEN, 

HE many years I refided in India; the 

many offices I bore in the Company’s {r- 
vice; the natural bent of my genius to ob!erva- 
tion and inquiry, and the various occafions dat 
called forth a particular exertion of it, with the 
fruits of all thofe taken cogethcr, having becn, 
in-every interval of leifure and retirement, the 
fubje&t of much meditation and recollection; | 
have been induced to give to the Public my 
thoughts on the affairs of that Country in gene- 
ral, and of Bengal! (with which I am belt ac- 
quainted) in particular, My intention was furely 
laudable from its utility to you, to your Confti- 
tuents, and my country; I fay, for this reafon 
my intention was laudable, what-ver defects 
m:ght be in the execution. 
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I was very confcious of the difficulty of the 
urdertaking, and not lefs fo, that there were 
many gentlemen, who had merited and raifed to 
themfelves both honours and fortunes in the fer- 
vice, more able to have performed fuch a tafk. 
Yet fecing their negleét, and well knowing that 
the greateft capacity, the moft unwearied dill- 
gence in a Board of Directors, could never fup- 
ply them with thofe lights, which experience on- 
ly can furnifh, or open to them the large and 
extenfive views fo r. quifice to perfons in their {ta- 
tion; I judged it expedient, or rather a cuty in- 
cumbent on me, to make an offcring to you and 
the Public of that knowledge, which with un- 
ceafing diligence I had laboured to obtain, and 
not fuffer ic to become altogether ufelefs, by be- 
ing buried in oblivion: More efpecially, as the 
critical conjuncture of your affairs in Jndia feem- 
ed co call aloud for every affiftance of the kind, 
for the better information of you, Gentlemen, 
who are intrufted with the interefts of the whole 
body of the Proprietors; and not of them only, 
but alfo wich the intereft the Nation in general 
has, and muft always have, in her commerce to 
the Laff-Indics. 


Thefe and thefe only were my motives to the 
work I publifhed in Augaf laft. I leave you to 
judge, Gentlemen, how great my furprize and 
chagrin at being informed it has been privately 
infinuated to you (and probably fume of your 
opinions influenced to believe) that in the efti- 
mate I have there given, the walue of the rich 
provinces of Bengail, is highly exaggerated and 
much beyond the truth. 


Although 
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Although my Chapter on this fubje&t was more 
particularly addreffed to you, yet as I had given 
jc to che Public, I might reafonably have expec- 
ted, if any one was better informed, or doubted 
on plaufible grounds the authenticity of my com- 
putation, it would have been publickly impeach- 
ed, and an opportunity afforded me thereby of 
vindicating its truth, by laying before the Public 
the grounds on which it is formed. 


J hold myfelf much obliged to thofe friends, 
who by giving me timely intelligence of thofe 
infinuations, have put it into my pow:r to do my- 
felf uftice, and which is of far greater confe- 
quence, to do jultice to the fubject, by giving 
you fuch further information, as may remove 
every fhadow of objeCtion, anJ Jeave you tho- 
roughly perfuaded of the truth of what I have 
afferted ta you and the Public; for although ie 
is of nQ great moment to me, to you, or the 
Public to inquire, whether thofe infinuations arofe 
from envy, felt-intercft, or perfunal malevolence; 
from whatever fource they flowed, it is of great 
importance to the weifare of the Faft- India Com- 
pany, and to the intereft of the Nationin g neral, 
as well as in juftice to my veracity, thac by a 
{peedy difcuffion their fatal tendency may be ef- 
fectually removed. I beg Icave to add, that ac 
this time it is particularly ncceffury that all undue 
influence fhould be erafed from your minds, as it 
is the feafon when Bengall affairs come in ccurfe 
under your immediate infpection ; allow me there- 
fore to prefyme there is great propriety (as my 
heart affures me there is great fincerity) in my 
prefent addrefs, 
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By dedicating the Chapter in queftion, regard- 
jig, the revenues, more particularly to you, I ap- 
pealed as i¢ were to you, who have in your hands 
wouche's, that by parity of reafoning (as will be 
fhewn hereaf.cr) would confirm my affertion, and 
thereby as I choughe made it unneceffary to ¢n- 
tr minurely into thofe proofs in fupport of it, 
which a bare ipfe dixit in an addrefs to the Pub- 
lic might have required. Without referring to 
fuch evidence, might I not reafonably hope to 
hive La! credit for my aflertion vih you, as I 
was confcious you very well knew chat none of 
th: Company's fervants had ever applied with 
moie ditigsme to this bench cf your concerns, 
or met with more (if fo many) repeated Oppostu- 
nities of profecuting fuch inquiries: T entered on 
them ecerly, I took my iniormations from thofe 
who were the beft verted in thefe matters; I la- 
b ured hard to obtain int. Higence of this fort, 
long belore tere was che leuft probability of my 
making ufe of that intelligence ina practical way 
and af erwards my duty Id me to verify many 
p ints relating to the fubject, by the unerring 
leche of experience; and the more my expiri 
ence, the fuller were the evidenccs, and the 
ftrorger my conviétion of che juftrefs of that in- 
tr} igence P had acquired. Might J not then ra- 
tionaly prefume, under a full and firm convic- 
tion, that what I was writing was thoroughly 
well founde.!, (which could aioe have prompted 
retoa tafk, 10 which I was not othe rwife called) 
that J mignt make the (ff nrg to you and the 
Public, without appreic: fin of any impeach- 
rent of its veracity, bu: on the cleareft and full- 
eit evidence: as a cot Gdcrable Proprietor, | 
2 might 
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might have an intereft in giving you juft infor- 
mation ; L could have none in onilcading you. 


The only method of feading us to the truth, 
that the fubject will admic, is reafoning by ana- 
logy from thofe things of which we are moft 
certain, to thole of a Jike nature, in regard to 
which we with to be certain. ‘This then is the 
method I fhall purlue, ard I hope and will cn- 
ceavour to do it, with as much accuracy and 
perfpicuity asyou can reafonably expect — Chefe 
previous poin:s heing fettled, we will now, Gen- 
tlemen, proced to the bufiels. 


On a candid and attentive perufal of my third 
Chapter, it will be obvious from the whole te- 
ior of ir, that it is calculated to excite you to 
attempt the poffeflion of this country, in cruft 
for the Empercr, and thereby puz a period to a 
diftructive and inadequate war, but can you 
imagine I excite you to this from the coufidera- 
tion of the worth of thefe Provinces, according 
to the rates ftanding upon the Kiny’s books? na, 
ic is from the confid<:ation of their real value, 
and actual produce; and the farther confidera- 
tion of how much this produce would certainly be 
increafed under an Englifo Soubah. 


You have been told, Gentlemen, (or my in- 
formation is wrong) that the revenu s of Bengall 
are rated on the King’s books un ter three kho- 
rore of Sicca rupees: If it is faid, tie rents of 
tic lands are fo rated, you have been cold the 
tu.hs thefe on'y go into the Royal Treafury, 
and co the beft of my remembrance are rated at 
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two khorore, feventy-five, or feventy-Gx lac, 
and fome odd thoufands. Should this informa- 
tion (without looking further) be taken asa 
proof of my exeggeration, when my eftimate ex- 
prefly includes the rents of the lands, and the 
revenues afifing from their produce?’ which I 
have eftimated conjunétly at eleven khorore ; and 
now proceed to the proof, refting it upon what 
thofe who are converfane in your affairs in India 
will admit to be an indifputable fact, that the 
lands throughout the provinces, bear nearly a 
proportional value to each other. 


I cannot with any precifion charge my memo- 
ry (having none of my papers with me) as to 
what the lands of the Company’s original zemin- 
dary Calcutta {ood rated in the King’s books ; it 
8 enough for my purpofe, that you and I know, 
they and the revenucs arifing from them, for 
many years afier the Company was invefted with 
them, fcarcely yielded a set profit that recom- 
penfed che expences of collecting them. In pro- 
cefs of time, as their fervants became better ac- 
quainted with the nature of them, they became 
an object more and more worthy of attention ; 
and being divided into fmall farms, foon pro- 
duced a net annual revenue from twenty to twen- 
ty-five thoufand rupees; as the knowledge of 
their nature and value increafed, fo did the rents 
and farms ; unul they brought in a ret revenue 
of near forty thoufand rupees per annum. Here 
they feemed co be at their ne plus ultra; though 
the tenants were daily increafing, and the lands 
grew mure fully occupied and cultivated ; confe- 
quently their produce, and the confumption of 

that 
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at produce, enlarged; which rationally indi- 
saa “there fhould have been an increafe of the 
rents and revenues. 


This not being the cafe, the Gentlemen then 
in the direction at home, ordered a fcrutiny to 
be made in the office; and upon an average 
taken of the ner proceeds for fifteen years pre- 
ceding the year 1752, they appeared to have 
produced the Company barely thirty-nine thou- 
fand rupees per annum. In confequence of vari- 
ous reforms and che detection of glaring frauds, 
the farms for the firft time were put up toa 
public and unbiaffed fale, to the higheft bidder ; 
and though fix, by order of the then Court of 
Directors, were abolifhed, as grievous and op- 
preffive to the tenants, yet thefe very lands pro- 
duced at the clofe of this year, net feventy- 
three thoufand rupees; at the clofe of the fecond, 
one lac, and thirteen thoufand ; at the clofe of 
the third, one lac and fourteen thoufand; and 
would at the clote of the fourth year, to demon- 
Atration, have produced one lac, and twenty thou- 
fand; and from the nature of the thing, would 
have gone on annually increafing. 


The lands of the twenty-four Purgunnahs, 
ceded to the Company by the treaty of 1757, 
which fubfequently became Colonel Céive’s jage- 
hier; were rated on the King’s books at two 
Jac, and twenty-two thoufand rupees. Thefe 
lands were, for the fpace of fixteen months, re- 
tained in handon the Company’s account, un- 
der the infpedtion and fuperintendence of a col- 
jeCtor, Mr. Frankland, whofe activity, abilities, 
7 an 
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and integrity, in the execution of that truft, ftood 
wnimpeached. But the Company's agents find- 
mg thac by that method they thould never arrive 
at the knowledge of the real value of thefe 
Jancds 5 determined to divide them into fifreen 
fa'ms, and put them up to public fale, referv- 
ing the royaltis in their own hands, from an 
apprchenfion the farmers, by being invefted with 
them, might have it in their power to opprefs 
the tenanes. ths tefolution was carried into 
execution, I think, in July 1759, and the firms 
Jet fir the cern of three years; when thofe very 
Jinds which had produced for fixteen months 
wooly three lic, e.h’y f ur tioufind rupees, fold 
at chis uv b.aftid fal. for even dac, fixty five tnou- 
fand Sica rup es, per annum, exclulive of the 
soyaltis: an tttirt.ea at leaft of the fifteen pur- 
chal r, to my Knowled ie, were anual gainers 
by thes bargairs. In bidding to keep up two 
of ta. Jarms to what | had reafon to think was 
ther va'ue, they fellu,on my hands: as I had 
nor bataure co kup wrintcad them mytelf, | difpoted 
afFarm a few ays afGr, for an advance of five 
tioulid cscsrup es, p r annum, during the term 
ot my.caf. ] only a ention this asa corroborat- 
ing proutcl my Lak alertion. 


What tne Purzunuahs produced at their fecond 
fal, you, Genevinen, know beiter than I, as 
bet. re the expiration cf the cerm of their firft leafe, 
I had we honour to be recalled. 


To particularize every inftance that might be 
troouhe tn proof, or rather juftification of my 
genera. eflimate, would be to protract this ad- 
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drefg to a tedious length: thofe already pro- 
duced, afford full evidence, that the revenues of 
the lands are very nearly in a quadruple propor- 
tion to the rents of thems; and that fo far from 
having exaggerated, I have rather depreciated the 
real and intrinfic value of thefe provinces ; efpe- 
cially when it is remembered, that my eftimate is 
drawn exclufive cf the royalties, which alone 
are a very conficerable revenue; and alfo that I 
have made no account of the mary Jigghiers, 
nor of the immenfe traéts of Burmuttu lands, (fo 
called for being fee apart for the fupport of the 
Bramins) nor of many other pofleffions which 
pay no rents; in the grants and inveftitures of 
which, there are more freuds and collufions prac- 
tifed, than in every other branch of the revenues. 
From a f{crutiny into thefe, a new and confider- 
able income would arife, chac has hitherto never 
found its way, either into the royal treafury, or 
into the Soubah’s coffers. 


I repeat then, and infift on my eftimate, that 
exclufive of the. royalties, upon an obvious and 
fair calculation, the whole lands of the three pro- 
vinces have never yielded Jefs than eleven kho- 
rore, forty thoufand Sscra rupees, per annum; 
and deduéting for Oriffa one khorore and a half, 
at which the Jands and revenues of that province 
are ufually eflimated, there will remain nire 
khorore and a half for Bengall and Babar, to 
which annex the royalties, and they will more 
than make good the above deduction for Oriffa. 


Though I have in my general eftimate, con- 
fined myfelf to the con&deration of the known 
and 
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and eftablifhed rents and revenues of the pro; 
vinces, yet the extra items fpecified above, no 
lefs conftitute 2 part of their value ; and though 
thofe items have for a long courfe of years been 
concealed and embezzled from the government, 
that is no reafon why they may not in future be 
brought to account by a Britifh Soubah ac the 
head of it; an event which | will {till hope is noc 
far diftanc. 


Whoever attempts to depreciate this object at 
this juncture, can be no friend to you, your con- 
ftitvents, or his country ; and fhould feem mov- 
ed only by private views to prolong a war, that 
can benefit none, but the principal actors in it. 
If ic has been infinuated to you, that the pro- 
vinces of Bengall are not aloxe worthy your pof- 
feffion; you are now, J truft, fully convinced of 
the con:rary ; and will fee the necefficy of putting 
a ftop at laft to the ftrides, your fervants are 
daily making towards acquifitions, which cannot 
poffibly be maintained: the provinces of Bengall 
you may maintain and defend, upon the plan I 
have prefumec already to hint to you. I will 
further communicate a few anecdotes relative to 
the lands and revenues of this country, and clofe 
this addrefs. 


The rents of the lands are the property of the 
Fmperor. In confequence of which he has a 
royal Dewan, in every Soubahdaary, who ought 
to be accountable ro the royal treafury for the 
whole amounc of the rents, as rated upon the 
King’s books : but as there is always a good un- 
derftanding between the Dewan and the Soubab, 

they 
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they never are at a lofs in pretending reafons for 
the rents falling fhort, though the whole is ftridtly 
and fully colleéted. What is diverted from the 
royal treafury, is divided between the Dewan and 
the Soubah, of which the latter always takes the 
lion’s fhare. 


Though the amount of the rents of the lands 
is near three khorore per annum, yet the higheft 
ftipulation made with the Empercr was that 
mentioned in another place, of one khorore, one 
lac, one thoufand, one hundred, and one rupee, 
by the Soubah Soujah Khan: and this was re- 
gularly tranfmitied to the royal treafury, until 
the ufurpation of Averdi. He, on pretence of 
the diftreffes of the provinces (to which diftreffed 
ftate he himfelf had brought them) made a new 
ftipulacion of fifty-two lac per annum, to which 
he paid no regard longer than the Vizir Mon/foor 
Al: Kban’s army was within a few days march 
of Patna, A. D. 1750, nor has the royal trea- 
fury benefited a rupee from thefe provinces fince 
that period. This I mention, or fheuld rather 
fay, repeat, to fhow how gladly the Emperor 
would embrace any overture that would infure 
to him annually one-third of the rents of thefe 
provinces. 


The eftablifhed ground rent is three Sicca ru- 
pees per Begah (about ove third of an Engl 
acre) throughout the empire; but Alverdi Kbas 
made the tirft innovation in this eftablifhed law, 
and aflefled the land four annas Sicca, or a quar- 
ter of a rupee upon each Begah, on pretence of 
the Chout eS to the Mabarattors, and rai es 
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the rents of the Rajahs and Zemindaars in that 
proportion; thefe had no other means of reim- 
burfing themfelves, but levying it upon the .far- 
mers, and they again on the tenants. Subfequently 
the lands were on various pretended exigencies, 
at different periods, affeffed to 10-16ths of a ru- 
pee, though every additional tax on land, above 
three Sicca rupees per aunum, is contrary to the 
ftanding law of the empire ; which until Aéverdi’s 
ufurpation, had been helJ facred, and inviolable. 
In the year 1732, your Governor and Council 
had in agitation the raifing the rents of your 
own Zemindary of Calcutta; which being ru- 
moured abroad they received a peremptory Per- 
wannah, from the Soubah, forbidding them ; in 
which the Soubah told them, thac they were 
prefuming to do a thing, which he himfelf had 
not power to do; and that if they perfifted, they 
bara by the laws cf the empire, forfeit their 
nds. 


Frauds throughout the empire in letting the 
lands, are manifold: for inftance: The Rajahs, 
and Zemindaars, by private compact with the 
Soubah’s officers, who are charged with the ma- 
nagement of this department, obtain more lands 
than by their Synods (or grants, which are com- 
monly called Pottahs) appear, and confcquently 
pay no rent to the king for the furplus land. 
The fame artifice is practifed between the De- 
wans of the Rajahs and Zemindaars, and che 
Izardaars or farmers; and the tenants, or com- 
mon Pottahholders under them, by bribing the 
officers of the Jummah Bundi, and thofe intruft- 
ed with the meafurements of the lands, that they 

may 
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may enjoy among them the benefit of the tur- 
plus land; and I may juftly aver, there is aot a 
tenant in Indefan, but pofiefies and occupies a 
greacer quantity of land, than his Pottah ex- 
prefies, or than he pays rent for: Confequenily, 
it is the tenant that ultimately enjoys the bene- 
fit of the furplus land, thus gained by corrup- 
tion, from the Soubah’s Minifters, while che 
King {pecifically fuffers in his rents. It extreme- 
ly well anfwers the tenanc’s purpofe, to poffels, 
if he can by a fmall bribe, more land than he 
pays for, becaufe himfelf and his heirs enjoy the 
profit of it in perpetuity ; fince, by a funda- 
mental law of the empire, their Pottahs are irre- 
vocable, as long as they pay the rent, rated in 
them refpectively ; and fo tender and indulgene 
are the laws of Jndofen in this particular, that ne 
tenant forfeits his land, before he has failed in his 
payments for twelve months; though the land- 
tax, by the fame laws, is to be paid every three 
months. : 


This method of fecreting or purloining the 
land from the King and the Soubah, has been 
practifed time out of mind; and it is quite in 
point, to mention a flagrant inftance that appear- 
ed in the year 1753; when in confequence of 
the general {crutiny, made by your order in your 
Zemindary Calcuita, it was demonftrated that 
in your {mall diftrict, upon a favourable new 
meaiurement of your land, there were n-ar five 
hundred Begah {ecreted in this way, and fraudu- 
lently enjoyed, by your tenants, for which you 
had received no ground rene from your being 
invetted with the Zemindary; of this you may 
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be convinced by turning to your Jummah Bun! 
df, or regifter of your lands fubfequently by me 
tranfmitted to you. As you, Gentlemen, have 
by that meafurement gained five hundréd Begali 
of ground, upon a pofieffiod only of fix thou- 
fand cwo hundred ; you may judge ftom thence, 
what dn aftonifhing additional révenae would 
arife 10 you, when Soubah of the provinces, from 
anew (though favourable) meafurerhent of che 
whole lands. 


When the reveriues, arifing from the lahds 
of this ,contry are retained in the proprietors 
hands (that is, not farmed out) one univerfal 
chain of roguery runs through the whole, as well 
as in the rents Of the lands; and there is a fel- 
low-feeling between every ong employed in the 
colleétions, from the Dewan co thé Joweft Mo- 
ree, or writer; and this the Rajah$ and Zemin- 
daars (the great proprietors of thé lands) are nd 
more exempt from, than the Company is, noe- 
withftanding the utmoft integrity of their cove- 
nanted fervants: buc I have fo cleafly traced, 
and laid open the nature of thofe frauds (which 
are fimilar throughout the empire) in my ftate of 
the Company’s revenues Zemindary, dated the 
16th of December, 1752, that I need not trouble 
you further on that furjeét, than to refer you 
thereto. 


The whole intention and aim of thefe com- 
munications, is to perfwade and convince you, 
thac"be the Company’s poffeffions in that country 
what they will, either lefs or mote; you will ne- 


ver get at their true value, or derive to your- 
ichves 
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felves and conftituents the half of their net ad- 
vantages, by keeping them in hand : the remedy 
is obvious.———If they are divided into farms, 
in value from fivé thoufand rupees, to one lac per 
and put up to public fale to the highcft 
bidder, under the fame reftrictions and exclufions 
as were ftipulated at the fale of your rwenty-four 
nnahs, then mof€ probably, five fixths of 
their real value would refult co the Company. 
And I cannot enough congratulate your having 
happly appointed a Gentleman (Mr. Sumner) to 
fucceed Lord Clive in the government, who is 
intimately acquainted with, and converfanc in all 
matters relative to the lands and revenues; and 
moft pes carrying your orders on thefe 

heads into execution. 


To fave you the trouble of references, I will 
fobjoin two letters, the one addreffed to the then 
board of Calcutta, the other to a former chair- 


man; as they are both ftrictly connected with 
the fubje&t, and will add ftrength and weight to 


my arguments. 
I have the honour to be with moft perfect refpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft Obedient Humble Servant, 


Bath, 
Dec. 176s, 
J. Z HOLWELL: 
Q : 
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To C. Manningham, Ef; Calcutté, 
&¢e. Council. , Jane rt 175q 


Sir and Sirs, 
] Bes leave to trouble you wih a few fenti- 
ments on the difpofal of the company’s lands, 
wh.ch have, for fome time paft, beech the objed 
of your Councils ; the fubject is of importance to 
our honourable employers, and cannot be coo 
much del.beraied on. 


I believe we are all unanimous, in fome cir- 
cumftances, which more particularly require our 
atten ion in this affair; to wit, the honour of the 
Company, the acquiring a perf-& knowledge in 
the value of che lands ; the making this branch 
of the revenues Iefs complicate intricate, a6 
well as lefs expenfive in the colle&ing ;——but 
with refpect to the means, we feem not quite fo 
clear.—-——Any one gentleman ree | ully his 
opinion on your confultations, may poflibly make 
us Unanimous here alfo, 





The ftep we are alreaty determined ir, of di- 
vefling the farmers of all power in the royalties 
and judicial authorities in the Purzunnahs, bids 
tair fur the fecurity of the Company’s honor: as 
thefe articles being heretofore alio farmed, be- 
came the fource of heavy cruelties and oppref- 
fions on the tenants. —— But ftill there feems to 
be fomething wanting to give us a perfcét fecu- 
sity in this patricular ; and that is, to take 
the ucmoft care in our power, that the whole 

body 
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Wody of the lands do nor, by any junto, or 
private confederacy, fall into the hapds of peo- 
ple, with whom we fhould nor truft any part of 
our fortunes or confidence. I am urged to this 
precaution, from the propofal laid before you 
the fourth inftane, by fix or feven confpicuous 
hatives of the fetslement, of an advance of 
330,001 rupees on the whole lands; With re- 
fpect to their propoGl, I will only add an offer 

10,000 fupecs more per axtum on their 
terms :———not that I with myfelf, or any one 
elfe, in pofieffion of them, on terms fo vague 
and artful. 


That keeping the lands in our own hands, will 
never Jead to a knowledge of their real value, is 
now (to me) proved beyond contradiction. 
Some of thofe who figned the propofal of the 
fourth, are well converfant in the nature of their 
undertaking ; and better judges (as ] am inform- 
ed) are concerned, though as yer they act behind 
the curtain; and to me it is inconceivable, chat 
thefe Eaftern Machiavels in finefle, would offer 
fuch an anoual advance, without a moral cer- 
tainty of adequate gains. In this poficion, I ain 
ftill more confirmed, by the advance offered 
from other quarters, on diftant and garbled parts 
“ the Purgunnahs, which in fact exceeds the 
other. 


If we have been hitherto kept {6 far frm the 
knowledge of the real value of thefe lands, aftet 
fixteen months poficffion, what are we to expect 
when, from the courfe of the fervice, they aré 
no Jenger under the conduct of the prefent col- 

Q.2 lector ¢ 
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le€tor ?—whofe knowledge of this branch, mutt 
be greatly fuperior to any Gentleman that fuc- 
ceeds him, and whofe vigilance in the execution 
of this truft, cannot be exceeded. From the ex- 
perience ] have had, in infinitely a lefs, though 
fimilar objeét, I know it is impoffible for any 
one Gcntieman, with the moft extenfive talents 
and integrity, to fuperintend this revenue in fuch 
manner as to prevent the Company being injured. 
His attention cannot be every where, confidence 
muft be placed in a multitude; and it happens 
unluckily that this confidence centers from ne- 
ceffity, in a race of people, who, from their in- 
fancy, are utter ftrangers to the idea of common 
faith, or honefty. 


The other plan of difpofing of the Jands, to 
the multitude of people who have offered an 
advance on particular parts of the Purgunnahs ; 
I have ftrong, and equal objections to; I am 
fenfible thefe objvétions fhould have been laid be- 
fore you fooner, and would, had I thought my- 
jelf fooner matter of the fulject. We know not 
what, or who thefe people are ; I foretee a very 
great rifque of deficiencies in the rents, as well as 
much confufion, and needlefs expence, entailed 
on this exped ent; and ourfelves removed as far 
as ever, from gaining a knowledge of the real 
value of this new and important acquifition. On 
the whole therefore 1 am of opimion, that there 
is no effectual method to arrive at the know- 
ledge of, and make the lands yield every advan- 
tage to our honourable employers, but by pur- 
ting them up to publick fale, in fingle Purgun- 
nahs, under the rftrictions alieady publifhed— 

8 People 
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People of fubftance will then be the only bid- 
ders for an intire Purguonah ; the bad and un- 
profitable parts, will go with the good and ya- 
luable ; and the rifque of deficiencies in the rents, 
be guarded againft ; the expence f collecting 
will in a manner be reduced to no*hmgs; and 
this branch of the fervice be rendered Sefs com- 
plicated and intricate, by having twenty-four pur- 
chafers to account with only, in place of five or 


fix hundred, 
Iam, with refpect, &c. 


J. Z. H. 
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To Jonn Payyz, Ef; Calcutta, 
Dec. 30, 1759: 


Dear Sur, 


T O thurten my remarks on the important fub- 
ject of your Jands, 1 inclofe you a copy of 
my letter co the Council, of the sath of June, 
when the Culonel was upon the Pate expedi- 
tion; if produced no other effi, than poftpon~ 
ing our refolves, until his arrival: when the af- 
fur being refumed, he did se the honour, with 
the reft of the board, of chi.king my reafons for 
the public fale of the lan.'s by auction, unan- 
{fwerable; and the fame was refolved on unani- 
moufly. The event more thin anfwered my ex- 
pectation. J had taken great pains in ferr. cing 
out the rcal vatue of the lanis, which was cover- 
ed with almoft impenetrable obfcurity, and dif- 
ficulties ; aud by an eltimae 1 gave the Colo- 
nel at his return, ventured to pronounce they 
would yield feven lac and a half; and the total 
of their faie cn the 13th of Fuly, amourted ta 
feven Jac, fix:y-five thoufand leven hundred Sic- 
Ca rupes, fer annum, exclufive of fevvral referves 
in favour of the Company; fuch as a confider- 
able tract of Jand taken from the Purgunnahs, 
-adjuining to Ca-cutia, to extend it’s bounds ; and 
all advantages reiulting from holding the royal - 
tics, and judicial pr. ceedings, &c. in ovr own 
hands on the Company’s account, fo that I judg: 
the whoie produce of thefe lands (the betore 
mentioned refirves included) will be annually be- 
tween nine and ten lac; the fum I] gueffed (in 

England, 
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England) Gey would produce, when once in cone 
ference with you upon the fubiedt. From this 
the Colonel’s Jagghir of two lace, twenty-two 
thoufand rupees being deducted, there will re- 
main a net annual revenue to the Company of 
about feven lac, eighty thoufand rupees Sicca per 
anaum, on the fame lands, which yielded the laft 
year when the revenues were collecte* on the 

vernment’s plan, only three lac, ei nty-four 
thoufand, or thereabout ; as vou will learn from 
the accounts of this revenue now tranfmitted to 
the Company. I fee the court of Directors ftare 
with aftoni{hment at this increafe ; vou will flure 
too, my dear Sir, as a proprietor. Methinks I 
hear them and you cry out! What the Dvvil Le- 
came of this difference the laft year? as it mult 
have been collected beyond a doubt; or trom 
whence can this advance anfwer to the prefent 
farmers ? The anfwer is eafy and obvious ;~— 
the difference fell fhort, in its way to the Cum- 
pany’s treafury, by the felf-fame roads, your for- 
mer revenues were diffipated, prior to the reierm 
in your Zemindary.-——~As your former Zemin- 
dars could not juftly be deemed culpable in that 
cafe, from the frequent change of the poft ; fo 
m the prefent no blame properly falls on your 
colle€tor, the truft bing coo extenfive for any 
one man exifting ; thcugh the frauds are equally 
obvious, from the extraordinary increafe ac a fair 
and public fale, where the farmers were Jai! un- 
der every poffible check and reftraint, chat can 
either prevent their debafing their lands, or op- 
preffing the tenants , and yet there is 2 mov' cer- 
tainty of profit to him, at the expiration of the 
three 
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three yearss and that they will then yield a fur- 
ther increafe to the Company.—— 


Before I entirely quit the fubjcét of the lands, 

I muoft clear up a circumflance, that poffibly 
may be caufe of wonder to you, viz. by what 
sneans I arrived at cheir real value. In the 
firft place, I had long and full conviction, that 
the fame fyftem of fraud and chicane, ran through 
every Zemindary of the provinces; and from a 
general knowledge of the country granted to us, 
ic appcared to me molt aftonifhing, they fhould 
yield no more than was brought to the Compa- 
ny’s credit, at the clofe of the year in April lalt ; 
when fo fmall a territory as Caleutsa, produced, 
on a ferutiny and reform, an increafe of 73 to 
$0,000 Sicca rupees per annum. I tried va- 
rious means to trace out a farisfactory reafon, 
and to account to myfelf for it, but without fuc- 
cofs, until I learnt by accident that three or four 
of che old ftandards employed as tax-gatherers, 
and writers in che Purgunnahs, had been difmiil- 
fel, at the inftigation of the new operators. I[ 
fent privately for o.e or two of the moit credit- 
able ot them, and inquired into the caufe cf their 
difmiffion ; and this brought on an opening of 
the whole fcene ; and gave me fufficient founda- 
tion for forming my letter of the sith of June. 
——Thus, Sir, having made you matter of this 
fubject, in as fhort a detail as poffible, I thall 
clole it with this remark; that the fame chain of 
frauds runs through the whole empire, but more 
particularly in thefe provinces, to the heavy an- 
nual lois of the crown; a circumitance which 
may 
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may in a future favorable conjunéture, be well 
worth confideration : at prefent we have but to 
afk and have a more ealy acquifition of the Sou- 
bahdary, than that we have already obtained of 
the Purgunnahs; but the times are not yet ripe 
for fo great a grafp, nor have we fufficient 
ftrength to hold it; though ic is certain, were 
we Soubahs of the provinces, the emperor would 
reguiarly receive more than double the revenues 
thefe provinces ever produced to him; and the 
Eaft- India Company become, in a fhort time, the 
richeft body of tubje&s in the world. 





Jam, 


Sir, &c. 


j.Z. H. 


The Enp of the First Parr. 


